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mune Qn'Appelle, tliat there appears little probability of the name being given qp.
9wt 'Qu'Appeile, ivhich lies alwut twenty Tnilor to Ihc north, has long Had tirii namc^
having Ix-vn animportant tiwding station uf the UddsonVi Day Company for many yrars

past, and thereby it has becoinu a central {Miint to trhich alt the tniils of the diwtricti

are directecl. The opening of the North.West by the Canadian Fucitic Railway has made
the value of the Qu'Appelle district more g<!nerally known, and tor this icuNon niony
now seek to olaim asBiK-iation with it. It is, howovcr, only prudent to nit^ntion (hut

land varies considerably io value in different parts, oven of this gcneitilly fertile dictrict.

The Qu'Appolle River, which gives its name to this ilistrict, runs from the southern
•ztremity of Long Lake at a point 22 miles north-wet-t from Uogina, mid after passing

through the Qu'Appello Lakes, Anally enters the Assiniboirie Rive& '>f^*^>' <^ >'"n of about
200 miles. Throughout much of its course.it follows a deep andtaKoMiiig vuljey, varying
considerably in width, but'vA-y'generally'bounded by bold and frequently almost preci-

pitous hill sides, partially.covered-by a small woody scrub, which in the autumn uf the
year presents a very brilliant<fa>lisge,%iike a series of loiNjIy flower beds.

ON TnK BAILWAT.

Much as I have been astonished and gratified by the rapid advances whiih are being
made in the opening of the Noi;th-We6t by this gigantic enterprise—the Canadian Pftciliu "

Bailway—nothing has given a clearar-indication of the inflow of settlers than the history

of the One Mile Hallway Belt during the last nine months. It should perhaps bo explained
that the land on each side of the railway—for one mile in width—had been reserved for

a time by the Dominion Government, but the railway having snfficiently advanced, bo>

aa to leave no donbt as to its requirements, these lands were declared open to the public

on the first January, 1884. The One Mile Railway Belt extended for a length of about
850 miles, and as it extended to one mile from the line of railway on both tides, it

represented a total extent of 1,700 square miles. The whole of the Oovernment sections

thus set free for settlers were practically taken up within nine months, for in September
it was extremely difiicult, if not impossible, to find a single homestead of good qnali|g

land which had not been claimed. The filling np of this land by the railway side win
materially improve the general appearance of the country as soon as the lands uie
properly cultivated.

The Survey Department of the Government appears determined to keep up the
lupply of the lands for settlement, as in 1883 no less than 27,000,000 acres were surveyed
and mapped. The variation in the value of land, so for as k is influenced by its distance

from the line of railway, is receiving the attention of men of capital, who are taking un
land for cultivation. It needs no argument to show that it may bo cheaper for a man of

capital to purchase land at from £2 to X4 per acre near to a railway station and a market
rather than take up free land at a great distance from business centres. So also the
variations in quality should bo considered in their influence upon its actual value. As
the free lands near the Canadian Pacific Railway are so rapidly becoming scarce, it may
be as well to state that lands which can be had as a gift are not always cheap, and lands

which have to be purchased are not necessarily dear.

As we rush onwards towards the Rocky Mountains, we see that, as in Great Britain,

o here also, wo may naturally divide the western grazing lands from the corn districts

of more eastern districts and provinces. This division is not marked by any rigid

boundary line, neither do we find either course of practice kept strictly within its own
particular district. The mixed practice of raising stock and growing wheat, oats, he,
may be very advantageously carried out over the greater portion of the North-West,


