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compatible with Greatnefs. Confuls and Di6la-

tors dcfpifed Wealth as heartily as they de*

f^ifed an Enemy. , . .

, ... Privatus illls Cenfus erat hrevis ,, •,

Commune magnum.

The Cafe of this Country is unfortunately

the Reverfe ; And I hope we ihall never imi-

tate Roman Pride, without the fmalleft Preten-

fion to Roman Virtue. If we are ready enough
to admire the military Perfedions of Rome;
we are not lefs fo to boaft of her Laws and

of her Liberty: But by one of the Laws of

.the Twelve Tahlesy a capital Punifhment was
cnadled againll the Publifliers of defamatory

Compofitions: It is contained in few Words;
Si quis Carmen accentaj/itt quod alteri Flagitium

faxiti Capital ejlo, C/r^ro declares his full Appro-
bation of this Law; Praclare; Judicis enim ac

Magiftratuum Dijceptationibus legitimise propO"

Jitam Vitamt non Poetarum Ingeniis, habere de^

bemits ; nee Probrum . audire, niji ea LegCy ut

.refpondere liceat, et Judicio defendere. Our own
Laws are particularly tender of every Man's
Reputation : The Reafon is fenfible and evident;

The Charader of a Man is his Property ; and

it is the nobleft that he can poffibly acquire

;

A Jury of Englijkmen will in moft Cafes con-

fider any great Injury done to the Fame in the

fame Maimer as if it had been done to the

Fortune of another. If a fair and honeft Name
is dear to the meaneft Individual, I prefume

it is equallly fo to thofe who fill an high Station,

and


