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unless timely prevented. But this cannot be 
done by restoring the government to its federal 
character—however necessary that may be as a 
first step. What has been done cannot be un­
done. The equilibrium between the two sec­
tions has been permanently destroyed by the 
measures above stated. The Northern section, 
in consequence, will ever concentrate within 
itself the two majorities of which the govern­
ment is composed ; and should the Southern be 
excluded from all the territories; now acquired, 
or to- be hereafter acquired, it will soon have 

decided a preponderance in the government 
d the Union, as to be able to mould the con­

stitution to its pleasure. Against this the res­
toration of the federal character of the govern­
ment can furnish no remedy. So long as it con­
tinues there can be no safety for the weaker sec­
tion. It places in the hands of the stronger 
and the hostile section, the power to crush her 
and her institutions ; and leaves no alternative 
but to resist, or sink down into a colonial con­
dition. This must be the consequence, if some 
effectual and appropriate remedy is not applied.

“The nature of the disease is such, that 
nothing can reach it, short of some organic 
change—a change which will so modify the con­
stitution as to give to the weaker section, in 
some one form or another, a negative on the 
action of the government. Nothing short of 
this can protect the weaker, and restore har­
mony and tranquillity to the Union by arresting 
effectually the tendency of the dominant section 
to oppress the weaker. When the constitution 
was formed, the impression was strong that the 
tendency to conflict would be between the 
larger and smaller States; and effectual pro­
visions were accordingly made to guard against, 
it. But experience nas proved this to be a 
mistake; and that instead of being as was 
then supposed, the conflict is between the two 
great sections which are so strongly distin­
guished by their institutions, geographical 
character, productions and pursuits. Had this 
been then as clearly perceived as it now is, the 
same jealousy which so vigilantly watched and 
guarded against the danger of the larger States 
oppressing the smaller, would have taken equal 
precaution to guard agajnst the same danger 
between the two sections. It is for us, who see 
and feel it, to do, what the framers of the con­
stitution would have done, had they possessed 
the knowledge, in this respect, which experience 
has given to us ; that is, to provide against the 
dangers which the system has practically de­
veloped ; and which, had they been foreseen at 
the time, and left without guard, would un­
doubtedly have prevented the States forming 
the Southern section of the confederacy, from 
ever agreeing to the constitution ; and which, 
under like circumstances, were they now out of, 
would for ever prevent them entering into the 
Union. How the constitution could best be 
modified, so as to effect the object, can only be
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authoritatively determined by the amending 
power. It may be done in various ways. 
Among others, it might be effected through a 
re-organization of the Executive Department ; 
so that its powers, instead of being vested, as 
they now are, in a single officer, should be 
vested in two, to be so elected, as that the two 
should be constituted the special organs and 
representatives of the respective sections in the 
Executive Department of the government ; and 
requiring each to approve of all.the acts of 
Congress before they become laws. One might 
be charged with the administration of matters 
connected with the foreign relations of the 
country ; and the other, of such as were con­
nected with its domestic institutions : the 
selection to be decided by lot Indeed it may 
be doubted, whether the framers of the consti­
tution did not commit a great mistake, in con­
stituting a single, instead of a plural executive. 
Nay, it may even be doubted Whether a single 
magistrate, invested with all the powçrs pro­
perly appertaining to the Executive Department 
of the government, as is the President, is com­
patible with the permanence of a popular gov­
ernment ; especially in a wealthy and populous 
community, with a large revenue, and a nume­
rous body of officers and employées. Certain 
it is, that there is n6 instance of a popular gov­
ernment so constituted which has long endured. 
Even ours, thus far, furnishes no evidence in its 
favor, and not a little against it: for, to it the 
present disturbed and dangerous state of things, 
which threaten the country with monarchy or 
disunion, may be justly attributed.”

The observing reader, who may have looked 
over the two volumes of this View, in noting 
the progress of the slavery agitation, and its 
successive alleged causes for disunion, must 
have been struck with the celerity with which 
these causes, each . in ,its turn, as soon as re­
moved, has been succeeded by another, of a dif­
ferent kind ; until, at last, they terminate in a 
cause which ignores them all, and find a new 
reason for disunion in the constitution itself! 
in that constitution, the protection of which 
had been invoked as sufficient, during the whole 
period of the alleged “ aggressions and encroach­
ments.” In 1835, when the first agitation mani­
festo, and call for a Southern convention, and 
invocation to unity and concert of action, came 
forth in the Charleston Mercury, entitled “ The 
Crisis,” the cause of disunion was then in the 
abolition societies established in some of the 
free States, and which these States were required 
to suppress. Then came the abolition petitions 
presented in Congress ; then the mail trans­
mission of incendiary publications; then the


