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Dr. Johatin Semlcr
scription of l)aptisni,

onlv to adults. He

tizcd in the second centiir}' ? The principal christian writers

of that century were Justin Martvr, AthL'na<^oras, Tiieophilus

ofAntioch. Tatian. Minucius Felix, In-nieus, and Clement
of Alexandria. And in all tluir writintjs there is only one
man's that Pedo-baptists care to appeal to, in which thev
think they can see infant baptism. Justin Martyr li\ed about

A. D. 140 or T50, and here is one passage \\v wrote, which
Pedo-baptists like so much. ".\smany as are persuaded
and do believe that thost." things \yhich are taui^ht and spoken
by us are true, and engaged to liye accordingly, are instruct-

ed to pray and are then led to a place where there

is water.*' Inste;ul of commenting on that extract m\-
self. 1 quote what a (/erman ^Pheologian of llalle,

sa\s. •• From Justin Mart\ r's de-

we learn that it was luli-niuistered

.'!a\s we were ( corpore;dl\' 1 born

without our will but in baptism are to haye choiee,

knowledor, &c. Tl/is tjc learned frviu the Apostles.'^ From
Semisch's ^ Life and times of Justin Martyr," we read
'" wheneyer Justin Martyr refers to baptism, adnlts appear as

the objects to whom the sacred rite is administered. Of
infant baptism lie Inezes nothing. I'he traces of it. which
^'()me jtersons belieye they have detected in his writings are

groundless i'aneies, artipieiallv proilueeib"' Here is another pas-

sage from Justin Martyr, in which T^edo-baptists think they
see inlanl bajitism. *' Seyeral persons anx)ng us of Co or 70
yemsoid, diseipled to iJnist from their ehildh'od, con-

tinue uncorrupted." Obserxe '' ehili/hoo(/,'' noi from infaney.

Last Sabbath Morning I baj^tized two girls, who if the\' re-

main stead-fast in the faith till the\- ;ire 60 or 70 it will be

said of them that the\- '• were /'sv-.'/AV A^ Christ from (hilf

hoocfr

Can we fin^' inlant baptism in the /////v/ century ? Mere is

the fairest statement that can Ix' made out tVom liistory up to

Tertulliairs day. The idea that baptisin was issintial to sal-

latnn, ha\ing obtained currency, (^lintilla. a wcaltln' lady

wrote to Tertullian. suggesting that it hvv o/fp/ iug ashedf>r
haptisnr they ought to hjiyi' it.-- a seggestion plainl\- impU-
ing tiiat at the time she wrote, "child haptism ** did not pre-

vail. Hei's is the first proposal on reeord. that it should be Intro-


