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culminated in architect Moshie Safdie’s imaginative, post-mod­
em Vancouver Public Library.

It is a true symbol of the intellectual vivacity and creativity of 
Vancouver today.

[Translation]

WORLD REPORT ON HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Claude Bachand (Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker, 
Charles Castonguay, mathematician and University of Ottawa 
professor, denounces the shameful and pernicious use to which 
the federal government is putting the latest UN world report on 
human development by claiming that Canada ranks number one 
in the world in this area.

* * *

• (1410)

The government bases its claim on Canada’s rank on the 
human development index. However, the purpose of this index 
is to measure the gains that developing countries are making on 
developed countries. A close look at these statistics reveals that 
Canada’s unemployment rate is the fourth highest in the world 
and that our youth unemployment rate ranks eighth among all 
countries on the index.

HOUSING

Mr. Gurbax Singh Malhi (Bramalea—Gore—Malton, 
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the minister responsible for CMHC recently 
announced a one year extension of the affordability and choice 
today program or ACT.

The purpose of the program is to identify, demonstrate and 
promote changes in planning and building regulations that could 
help to improve housing affordability, quality and choice and to 
stimulate regulatory innovations in municipalities across Cana­
da. The extension means that grants for at least 10 more projects 
will be provided.

Affordable housing is very important to the constituents of 
Bramalea—Gore—Malton. I commend the minister and CMHC 
for their actions and initiatives in this area. Anything the 
government can do to help promote the building of affordable 
housing is a step in the right direction.

Canada also ranks eighth for the income spread between its 
richest and poorest citizens. The propaganda campaign of the 
Prime Minister and his government shows that they are stretch­
ing reality to hide the fact that they have given up on the social 
front.

[English]

LIBERAL PARTY OF CANADA

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, in the 
next couple of weeks members across the way face a critical test 
that will characterize the very essence of their stay in Ottawa. 
They must decide if they are here to serve their constituents or 
they are here to serve their party masters.

The Liberal red book promised free votes. The 35th Parlia­
ment has yet to have one government bill open to a free vote.

In the next few weeks votes on bills as diverse as the 
sentencing bill, the employment equity bill and the gun registra­
tion bill are all due. Free votes are clearly called. Liberal 
members have been told their party comes first. History howev­
er tells another tale and I urge Liberal MPs to vote with their 
constituents.

* * *

ONTARIO ELECTION

Mr. Barry Campbell (St. Paul’s, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in the 
Ontario election Mike Harris and the Conservatives are claim­
ing they can balance the province’s budget while massively 
reducing revenues through a reckless 30 per cent, or is it now 35 
per cent, income tax cut.

In 1993 Mike Harris said he could balance the books in three 
years. In 1994 he said in four years. Now he says it will take until 
2001. That is six years and six budgets. Mike Harris cannot add.

The Tory plan contains billions of dollars of errors, omissions 
and exaggerations. There are billions not accounted for. Ontari­
ans must know what Mike Harris is afraid to tell them, that he 
will gut the province’s social programs to find the extra money. 
Mike Harris says: “Vote for me now and I will tell you later what 
I am going to do to social programs”. That is being dishonest.

Lyn McLeod will balance the budget within her government’s 
mandate. Liberals are prepared to be accountable to voters if 
they fail instead of putting tough decisions off into the future. 
Only the Ontario Liberals have a realistic plan to balance the 
province’s budget without devastating social programs.

The next few weeks will be interesting indeed. The very 
definition of parliamentary democracy is at stake. Hopefully the 
voice of the majority of Canadians will be the one that Liberal 
members listen to.

NATIONAL ACCESS AWARENESS WEEK

Ms. Jean Augustine (Etobicoke—Lakeshore, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, this week is National Access Awareness Week. It was


