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ownership of the petroleum industry by 1990, and will soon take the first steps to
achieve this objective.

I11. Developing our Economic Potential

Canada’s resource base will be used as the basic building block of a vigourous
industrial policy. A paramount objective of my ministers is to develop economic
policies that will provide jobs, spur growth, improve regional balance, and
promote Canadian ownership and control of the economy.

It is the intention of my ministers to continue the policies of expenditure
restraint and improved government administration which were suggested by the
Lambert report and initiated by the previous Liberal administration. My
government will reduce the federal deficit in a planned and orderly manner, but
not to the exclusion of other objectives such as reducing unemployment and
promoting industrial growth. Improving the efficiency of the federal government
is as important an objective of these reforms as reducing the deficit. My
ministers believe that Canadians want more effective government, not necessari-
ly less government.

Food and agriculture are going to be increasingly important to the Canadian

economy in the 1980s. To further strengthen the industry, my government plans

" to create a Canadian Agricultural Export Corporation to expand markets for

Canadian producers. A meat import act will be introduced to protect both
consumers and producers.

Transportation is a vital part of industrial strategy. My government will
ensure that the Canadian transportation system has the capacity to meet the
economic challenges of the 1980s. My government regards the production,
transportation, handling, and marketing of prairie grain as a national priority.
Rail facilities will be upgraded, and port facilities improved. You will also be
asked to consider, on an urgent basis, legislation concerning the transportation of
dangerous goods.

In the fisheries sector, Canada’s harvest is expected to increase substantially in
the years ahead. To ensure the maximum return to fishermen and fish-process-
ing companies, my government will undertake major initiatives to further
enhance the quality of fish products and to ensure orderly marketing.

Licensing regulations will be changed to permit fishermen to benefit fully
from the resources of the 200-mile zone, and legislation will be introduced to
guarantee adequate investment in the fishing sector through partial cost recovery
and reinvestment of enhanced earnings. To further assist fishermen, the ceiling
for individual loans under the Fisheries Improvement Loans Act will be raised to
$150,000.

Canada’s capabilities in science and technology lie at the heart of our
competitiveness as a trading nation. My government will encourage more young
people to pursue a career in research through a new technology employment
program, and will encourage and insist that industry do more research and
development work in Canada. My government reaffirms its commitment to
increase Canada’s over-all expenditures on research and development to 1.5 per
cent of the value of the gross national product.

To improve the ability of Canadian industry to compete abroad in order to
create jobs at home, my government will establish a national trading company.
My government also intends to make assistance programs more accessible to
small business, to simplify application procedures, and to better co-ordinate
programs.

To improve our system of collective bargaining, a Labour Information Bureau
will be created to provide an impartial clearing house for the statistics and data
required for negotiations. A fresh start will be made in the labour management
relations of the Post Office by turning that department into a Crown
corporation.

My ministers believe that the stake of Canadians in their own economic
destiny must be strengthened. Government procurement will be used vigorously,
in a manner consistent with our international commitments, to encourage the
creation and expansion of independent Canadian-owned enterprises.

The Foreign Investment Review Act will be amended to provide for perform-
ance reviews of how large foreign firms are meeting the test of bringing
substantial benefits to Canada. As well, amendments will be introduced to
ensure that major acquisition proposals by foreign companies will be publicized
prior to a government decision on their acceptability. The government will assist
Canadian companies wishing to repatriate assets or to bid for ownership or
control of companies subject to takeover offers by non-Canadians.

1V. Strengthening National Institutions

To increase the confidence of Canadians that their national institutions can
respond effectively to their needs, my government will propose a program to
make Parliament both more efficient and more responsive.

You will be asked to appoint a committee of Parliament to examine the
electoral system in order to ensure that the highest degree of representativeness
and responsibility is achieved and that the confidence of Canadians in parlia-
mentary institutions is strengthened.

As part of its commitment to renewed federalism, my government will revive
the process of constitutional reform. My ministers are committed to the full
development of Canada’s two major linguistic communities and to the enhance-
ment of our mosaic of cultures. My government will seek to constitutionally
entrench a bill of civil and human rights, including language rights.

Members of Parliament, whatever their party, agree on the need to guarantee
to Canadians greater access to information of concern to them. Freedom of
information legislation will be introduced to provide wide access to government
documents. The right accorded to ministers to withhold government documents
from courts of law under Section 41(2) of the Federal Court Act will be
removed.

Legislation will also be presented to extend the rights of access by individuals
to their personal information held by the government and to provide greater
protection for privacy by further restricting the use that may be made of that
information.

Also, in response to the recommendations of the Marin commission, the
RCMP Act will be amended to formalize internal discipline and grievance
procedures, and to provide for an external authority to review public complaints
about the behaviour of any member of the RCMP.

It is my government’s hope that these measures will serve in the years ahead
as a fundamental bond of trust between government and people.

V. An Active Foreign Policy

My government takes office against the most sombre international back-
ground of recent years. Events in Iran and Afghanistan have done great damage
to international laws and institutions and undermined confidence and stability.

In response, my government intends to conduct an active foreign policy.
Canada will rely upon its strong ties of friendship throughout the world. Part of
our international response must be a determination to increase the ability of the
NATO alliance to provide security for its members and to advance the cause of
peace, and my government is committed to doing its full part. In keeping with
that commitment, my government has decided to proceed with the purchase of a
new fighter aircraft.

But while recognizing the need for Canada to strengthen alliance security, the
dangers of nuclear holocaust cannot simply be forgotten. If anything, these
dangers are heightened by current tensions and by the continuation of the arms
race. Canada’s imperative is clear. This government must continue its strategy to
suffocate the deadly growth in the nuclear arsenals of the world. We must, and
we will, actively co-operate in international efforts to negotiate agreements on
verifiable means of arms control and disarmament, and seek to rally others to a
cause that is no less than human survival on this planet. To assist in this process,
a new position of Ambassador for Disarmament will be created within the
Department of External Affairs.

Before concluding, I address a special message to members of the House of
Commons from the three westernmost provinces.

It has been said in recent weeks that the three westernmost provinces have no
elected voice in the governing of this country. That is not true. Parliament is the
supreme law-making assembly of Canada, and every Canadian is represented in
the House of Commons by his or her duly elected member.

Like all of your colleagues in the House of Commons, you who represent the
people of Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia, have a responsibility to
represent your constituents to the nation. You also have an extra responsibility in
the present circumstances to represent the nation to your constituents. It is a
task no one else can fulfil. My government is prepared to co-operate fully in
helping you to achieve this.

Members of the House of Commons:

You will be asked to appropriate the funds required to carry on the services

and expenditures authorized by Parliament.



