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ownersbip of the petroleumn industry by 1990, and will soon take the first steps to
achieve this objective.

111I. Developing our Economic Potentiel

Canada's resource base will bc used as the basic building block of a vigourous
industrial policy. A paramounit objective of my ministers is te develop eeenomic
policies tbat will provide jobs, spur growtb, improve regional balance, and
promnote Canadian ewnersbip and control of tbe economy.

It ks the intention of my mînîsters te continue the pelicies ot expenditure
restraint and improved governmcnt administration wbîch were suggested by tbe
L ambert report and initîated by tbe presieus Liberal administration. My
goverument will reduce the federal defîcît in a planned and orderly manner, but
net te the exclusion of other objectives such as reducing unempleyment and
prometînig industrial growtli. Improving the efficiency of tbe federai government
is as important an objective of tbese reforms as rcducing tbe deficit. My
mînîsters believe that Canadians want more effective gevernment, not necessari-
ly less gevernment.

Food and agriculture are geîng te be încreasîngly important te the Canadian
economy in the 1980s. To furtber strengtben tbe industry, my government plans
te create a Canadian Agricultural Export Corporation te expand markets for
Canadian preducers. A meat import act will be întroduccd te proteet botb
censumers and producers.

Transportation is a vital part of industrial stratcgy. My geverniment will
ensure that the Canadian transportation systemn bas the capacîty te mcet tbe
economic challenges of tbe 1 980s. My governiment regards thc production,
transportation, bandling, and marketing of prairie grain as a national priority.
Rail facilities will be upgraded, and port facilities improved. You will aIse be
asked te consider. on an urgent basîs, legîslation cencernîng the transportationi of
dangerous goods.

In the fisberîes sector. Canada's barvest is expccted te increase substantially in
tbe years ahead. To ensure tbe maximum return te fîshermen and fisb-process-
îng cempanies, my governiment wîll undertake major initiatives te farther
enbance the qualîty of fîsb products and te ensure orderiy marketing.

Lîcensîng regulations wil be cbanged te pcrmit lîshermen te benelît luliy
fromt the resources of the 200-mile zone, and legîslatten will be înîroduced te
guarantee adequate învestment in the fîshîng secter tbrougb partial cost recovery
and reinvestiment of enhanccd earnings. To furtber assist fishermen, the ceîling
for indîvîdual boans under the Fisheries Imprevement Loans Act wîll be raiscd te
$150.000.

Canada's capabilities in science and tecbnology lie at the beart ef eur
cempetîtîveness as a trading nation. My govcrniment wîll encourage more young
people te pursue a career in researcb tbrougb a new techn ology empleymnent
pregram, and will encourage and insîsi that îndustry do more research and
development work in Canada. My gevernment reaffirms its cemmitiment te
increase Canada's over-ail expendîtures on researcb and deselopment te 1.5 per
cent et the value et the gross national product.

To impreve the abîlity et Canadian îndustry te cempete abroad in order te
create jobs at home, my gevernment wîll establîsb a national trading company.
My goveruiment aIse, intends te make assistance pregrams more accessible te
small business, te sîmplîty application procedures, and te better co-ordinate
programts.

To improve 0cr systemn of collective bargaînîng, a Labour Information Bureau
will be created te previde an impartial cleaîring house for the statistics and data
rcquired for negotiatiens. A fresh start will be made in tbe labour management
relations oif the Post Office bs turning that depariment inie a Crowo
corporation.

My ministers believe that the stake ef Canadians iii their own ecenontic
destiny must be strengtbened. Geverument procurement ssill be used vigerously,
in a manner consistent witb our international commitments, te encourage the
creatien and expansion of independient Canadian-owned enterprises.

The Foreign Investment Revicw Act will be amended te provide for pertormi
ance revîews of bow large fereigo fîrms are meeting the test of bringîng
substantial benefits te Canada. As well. amendments wilI be întroduced te
ensure that major acquisition proposaIs by fereigu companies will be publi7ied
prier te a government decîsion on their acceptability. The government wîll assîst
Canadian cempanies wîshing te repatrtate assets or te bîd for ewnership or
contrel of compactes subject te takeover offers by non-Canadians.

April 14, 1980

IV. Strengthening National Institutionsî

To increase the confidence of Canadians that their national institutions can
respond eftectîvely te their needs. my gevernment will propose a programt te
make Parliament botb more efficient and more respensîve.

Yoc will be asked te appoint a committc ef Parliament te examine the
electoral systemn in order te ensure that the bîghest degree ef representativeness
and responsibility is achieved and tbat the confidence et Canadians in parlia-
mentary institutions is strengthened.

As part of its cemmitment te renewed fedcralîsm, my government wîll revive
the process et censtîtutional reform. My mînisters are committed te the full
development of Canada's twe major lînguistie communities and te the enhance-
ment of our mosaic of cultures. My gevernment will seek te constitutionally
entrcnch a bill of civil and human rîghts, încluding language righîs.

Members of Parliament, whatever their party, agree on the need te guarantee
te Canadians greater access te information of concern te them. Freedom of
information legislatien will bc întroduced te provide wide access te gevernment
documents. The rîght accorded te mînîsters te wtthhold gîîsernment documents
from courts ef Iaw coder Section 41(2) ef the Federal Court Act will be
removcd.

Legislation wîll aIse be presented te extend tbe rîgbts of access by indîviduals
te their persenal information held by tbe government and te previde greater
protection for privacy by further restricting the use that may be made et that
information.

Also. in resp(inse te the recommendations cf the Marin commission. the
RCMP Act wîll bc amended te formalîze internai discipline and grîev.înce
precedures, and te prevîde for an external autherîty te revîew public complaînîs
about the behavieur et any member et tbe RC MP.

It is my government's hope that tbese measures wîill serve in the years ahead
as a fundamentai bond of trust between gevernment and people.

V. An Ait ive Foreign Po!îîj'

My goverument takes office agaînst tbe mosi sombre international back-
greund et recent years. Events in Iran and Afghanistan bave donc great damage
te international laws and institutions and undermîned confidence aînd stability.

Jn responise, my gevernment întends te conduct an active fereigu policy.
Canada wîii rely upon its streng tics of frîcndship threughout the world. Part et
our international response must be a determînatien te increase the abîiîîy et the
NATO alliance to pros ide secerity for its members and te adsance the cause et
peace, and my gevernment is commîtted te doîng its feul part. la kecping with
tbat cemmîtment. nîy government bas dccided te proceed witb the purchase of a
new fîgbîer aîrcraft.

But while recogniztng tbe need for Canada te strengthen alliance security, the
dangers et nucicar hoiocaust cannet simply be forgotten. If anything, these
dangers are heightened by current tensions and by tbe continuation et the arms
race. Canada's imperative is clear. This government must continue its strategy te
suffocate the deadly growtb in tbe nuclear arsenials of the world. We must, and
we wili, actîveiy ce eperate in international efforts te negetiate agreements on
verifiable means of arms conirol andi dîsarmament, acid seek te raliy others te a
cause that is ne less than buman survîval on thîs placet. To assist in this process.
a new position of Ambassador for Dîsarmament wîll be created witbin tbe
Department et External Affairs.

Betore cencluding, 1 address a special message te members et the House of
Commens tremn the tbree westcrnmest provinces.

It bas been said in recent wceks tbat the three westernmost provinces bave ne
clected veice in tbe governîng et thîs country. That is net truc. Parliament is tbe
supremne law-making assembly et Canada, and every Canadian is representcd in
the House et Cemmens by bis or ber duly eiected member.

Lîke ail et your colleagues in the House et Commons, you who represent tbe
people et Saskatcbewan, Alberta and Britisb Columbia, bave a rcspensibiiity te
represent your censtituents te tbe nation. You aise bave an extra responsibîiîty in
tbe present circumstances te represent the nation te your censtituents. It is a
task ne one else can tuitil. My gevernment is prcpared te ce-operate fuliy in
heiping you te achieve thîs.
Members of the House of Commons.

You wiil be asked te appropriate tbe tunds requîred te carry on the services
and expendîtures authorîzed by Parîtament.


