
3702 COMMONS
Siipply-Labouî Emplotjmcnt Offices

Mr. BENNETT: I was not suggesting that
hie was.

Mr. ROGERS: To my knowledge Mr.
Stansbury bas had no connection whatever
witb any one of these contracting companies.
To my knowledge bie bas not bad any part
in the awarding of any government contracts
frein which lie has benefited. in the slightest
degree. But bis predecessor-

Mr. BENNETT: We shall see about that.
What about bis garage? What was it built
with? Where did the atone corne from?

Mr. ROGERS: H1e bas no garage, to my
knowledge.

Mr. BENNETT: Near bis bouse, on bis
lot?

Mr. ROGERS: As to that I do flot knrw.
Mr. BENNETT: Well, llnd out.
Mr. ROGERS: Certainly my right bon.

friend seems to have made a special pur.pese
of conducting a minute investigation in the
constititency of Kingston, if lie is now coming
down to the question of the garage in the
yard of the president of the Liberal asso-
ciation of that constituency.

Mr. BENNETT: If lie built it with public
property, that is my duty.

An bion. MEMBER: Did hie?

Mr. BENNETT: 11e certainly did.

Mr. ROGERS: Let my hon. friend make a
charge aod I will make an investigation.
Probably my rigbt hou. frieod is no more
correct in that information than he was in
his earlier information. I arn quite content
to have the matter investigated at once; I
want te niaIe tliet perfectly clear.

Mr. BENNETT: What is more, there has
been interference with the course of justice
with respect to it.

M.ROGERS: With respect to these
other appeintment-., casiual x acancies w liich
haw e eceurired froni timec to time in the oera-
tion of the departmcnts, it is a macter for
this bouse to determine whbie're or nlot ail
tbce.c appointmients should he hroughlt v ithin
the Civil Service Act. If tliey are hrougbt
witbiin that act, then certainlv it becomes
ciii diit te observ e that act. But, ny right
bion. frienîl ray recaîl an order in council
whichi gives the Prime Minister certain pre-
rogatives I'aving to do with the appointment
of dcpuity ministers. senators and judges. My
r-it, lion. friend w-as also Secretary cf State
for Ext-Nernal Affairs. He bail it within bis
power te, determine w-be sboîild he appointed
te bigb diplomatie pcstsý. Wli-t is patronage?

As I understand patronage-and I endeavour
te dca] with this thing in the open, flot in
the language of scribes and pharisees-patron-
age is giving preference to friends of the
political administration in office. Will my
rîgbt hon. friend descrihe it otberwise? And
if that is se, is bie prepared te rise in his
place and say that witb respect te tîbese
high appointments hoe did net exercise pat-
ronage in that sense of the word? My right
hon. fricnd smiles. Why dees hoe smile? Is
it prerogative for the richi and patronage for
thbe poor? Is tbat the oxplanation? Or, if
that is net the explanation, wb.at is it? Tbe
wvbole truùb of the matter is--

Mr. BENNETT: Tbat is good.

Mr. ROGERS:-that it is infinitely better
that wvc sbould deal xvitb this question frankly
and opcnly. I told my rigbt bon. friend whon
hoe first brouglit it up-and hie will agree with
me in this--thlat se far as tbese relief works
are concerncd, there is a clause previding
against political discrimination, and I am for
tbe observance of that. It is miy duty anti n-
inclination. Se far as these other appoint-
inents are cencornced, wvbile they romain eut-
idc tlic civ il service I bave aocepted the

recomniendations of my executive; and I
(loubt if there is ýanothor member of this
bouse, w-bose party bas heen in power, includ-
îng the rigbht bon. the leader cf the oppoAition.
who bas net donc precisely the samne tbing.
I tbink that sbouild ho understood distinctly
wbile w e arc discussing this question.

Mr. BENNETT: I wvas careful enouglb
w hon I first spokc uf tbi., inatter te point eut
libat I was net hYpocrite cnougbi te say tlîat
thlose whe (lesire te deal %vith patronage in thec
ordinar 'v sensrc bad a riglit te dle se. The min-
ister bas mcerely icpeatcd wbiat I said. I
made that exception. I made it in bis faveur
because I rcalizcd jîist wbat the situation
was. But 1 miglît remnind the minister that
it is a little iinfortunatc that my own party
frionds have hlaîned mue hecause t.bey said
I did net. wbien I bad the rigblt te exercise
certain appeinting powers, select sufficiently
streng partisans.

Mr. STREIGHT: Yeu did pretty well.

Mr. KINLEY: That is a cemmen cern-
plaint.

Mr. BENNETT: That bas beon the cein-
plaint of my cwn friends.

Mr. McCANN: The cemmon cemplaint.
Yeour record w-ill stand on that.

Mr. BENNETT: Yes, indeeci it will. I arn
happy te sa\' it will. Men w'ith fltncss wcre
iippeinted, and net mon wbosc grcat dlaim


