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ber of ties secured from any individual is
about five thousand, in round figures. I arn
just giving rough averages, but I arn told that
betweec three hundred and four hundred con-
tracts were entered into, scattered frorn Nova
Scotia to British Columbia.

Mr. VENIOT: Did they advertise and cail
for tenders?

Mr. MANION: No, they did not, but
advertising for tenders for ties is very mucli
misuinderstood. It is true that in past years
they advertised for tenders, but they neyer
paid any attention te the prices set out in
those tenders. In other words, after receiving
tenders the two railway companies usually
get together and fixed the price of ties, and
they did exactly the samne thing this time.
They did not eall for tenders, the reason be-
ing that ]ast year they bougbt four million
tics and wbccn they called for tenders they
got tenders for sixty milrion ties. So they
thought tbat when they were buying se few
tics this year tbcy would simply sprcad thein
eut, largely using the lists they uised in the
past, with the hc]p of pcople writing in frein
various sections of the country. In brief that
is what was donc.

Mr. POWER: May I ask if they secured
two million tics?

Mr. MANION: Tbey have not secured the
ties but the centracts have been let.

Mr. POWER: For twe million tics?

Mr. MANION: Yes. reughly; a littie less,
1 believe, but in round figures the centracts
are fer twvo million tics. The contracts were
let just as thcy have been let in the past;
they were let by the railway and prices were
fixed by the railway without consultation with
myself or acy other member cf the gevern-
ment. I did net knew wvhat the price would
be until it 'vas fixed. Frankly I do net mind
adinitticg- that, accordieg te reports I have
received frein seme sections of the country,
seme of those prices are se lew that the people
makicg the tics dlain they will net make
anything eut cf it. I amn told that quite a
number of the contractor- have( taken these
sInaII cent md,. for tuie puirpose of keeping
thb ir plaîn ts in oera tion a ndI a cert aie number
of min employed. 1 have been given thfat
information bhv a ntinhnr cf contractors w~ho
have writtee in te sav that the prices are
se low they cannot makze anything on thein.

Mr. POWER: Has the minister any idea
cf the average price in any given locality?

Mr. MANION: I think I have it here,
and perhaps later I will be able te find it. I

(M5r. Nianion.]

cancot give the exact figure, but I think it
is very imuch lower than the price of last
year. If my hon. friend will take the figure
cf two million tics and divide it into the
amount ef something under Sl,000,000, he wilI
get a rough average figure himself. It works
eut te something lessQ than 50 cents a tie on
the average.

In brief that is the story. The reason I
could net give any furthicr information than
I did give wvas hecause aIl that I had in regard
te the ties was the order in counicil, which
alreadY bcd been tqblc.d, vwhich stated that
ultimat Il the Canadian National Railways
would ho raid up te $1.300.000 for the pur-
ebase cf these tics. .Prohcbly there wvill he
soute other question:, askcd during the dis-
cussion and 1 will look through rny papers and
gladly give any further information my hion.
friccds dcý"ire. 1 migbt cdd th-at when we
camp into power in 1930 the railways told me
the 'v liad on band soinething over twolve
million tics. Thev uise somnetbing likc six
million a y car, 50 they had a supýplY more
than siîfficicnt. for two ycars.

M . POWER: Is six million -tics the cor-
niai yeairlY consoumption?

Mmf. iVANION: Thit is wvbat they tel] me,
al1tholigb the 'v are usîu g fewcr now hccau,.c
the, tics !ast about thrce times -,s long now
that mnanv aire creosotcd.

NIr. RIEID: If this statement is correct I
thial: the spread hetween the eight cents
rntioncd and the fifty two cent figure should

be looked mbt. I know there is the cost cf
tal:ing -thein te the siding, lo'iding thera cnd
se on, but the price cf eigbt cents is verv
Iow.

Mr. MANION: I cannot imagine that any
such figure xvas given, ucîe,.s it happened in
this wvav: Sorne contracter mcvy have secured
a contract for tics acd sublet it. lic bas
probablY financed the mac gotting eut the
tics,. acd pcrbaps wben the mac has fini.shcd
be wvill get cight cents ouit of cach tic. But
the idea cf cigbt cents heicg givcc fer tics is
se ridiculous that ccv man wh'o would take a
contract ct that figure would ho fit for a
lues tic asyluin.

Mr. POWER: That is onîy for makicg thein.

Mr. MANION: Eight cents is ridiculously
low. The average is fifty cents, and ne oe
would take a contract et eight cents.

Mr. REID: Twecty cents bas heen the price
paid te mec hewing- týhei in the woeds.


