
32 COMMONS

y-ou can tender 'again, and that is the only
re¶medy 1 have for you. That i-s, perihaps,
safeguarding the public, but it is poor con-
soaion [for 4ihe n-an who hias'undert-aken the
coniraict a-nd iwho bats entered' into ob-liga-
Mdons and in.volved others in obligations in
order ta see that he carnies outh'is contr-act.
1 think, Sir, the people of Canada are
quite. willing that proper methods ehould
be used by the Post Office Department ta
sec that noa man shall lose maney by reason
of the fact that prices have gone up ta the
extent they have, and that contracts were
macle at a time when these high -prices did
flot exist. The peopie generally are un-
willing that any one man or one class of
men shoulcl suifer ail the ioss. Proper
inq-uiry should be macle into these things,
and such advances made on the contracta
during the period they have stili ta run as
would enable the contractor to make a fair
profit upon his inves9tment. The hion.
member for Frontenac has particularly
pointed out the case af men carrying the
parcel post. 1 know of scores of such cases
in my part of the country where men wbo
were doingthe work with one horse con-
veniently and well have had to use two
horses; instead of -one man handling the
mails, two men xvere required just at the
same amnail price that was b.eing pai-d when
one man and one horse did the work.
Though representations have flot been
corning in to the present acting minister :sa
much as ta the ministers who preceded
him, there has been cantinucus knocking
at the door of the Post Ofice Department for
soýme fair consideration. 1 submoit ta the
minister, who -is an ex-judge and a lawyer,
end therefore capable of judging this thing! ,
that. -ai cantracts should be taken up in
the iight of present conditions compared
with the conditions existing at the time
the contract was made and the tenders
calledl for. In thousands of cases, tenders
were called for and contracts entered into
when the parcel post was not in existence,
and by reasan ai the parcel post a new
duty and burden bas been ca-st upon the
contractor that was nat in contemplation by
either party at the time the contract was
madle. That certainly is a subject for con-
sideration and for readjustnient. It has
been the law and the customn that if yau
add a <ew miles te the route of a mail
carrier there is a readdustment and he
gets a pro rata advance-. If it is well
known that for twenty years a certain
quantity ai mail was carried along a certain
route by one horse, and if it turned out
that, by a change in the law, 'articles flot
hitherto carried in the mail are added,
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by which the weight is raised frani
100 pounds ta 300 pounds; I subrnit
that that is a tangible increase in the
respansibility eust upan the mail carrier,
and Vha-t the departmenit ishould give cog-
nizance to Vbait andl comnpensate the carrier
accordingly. The resolutfron snoved by the
hion. memiber f or Peterborough is a very
timely one, and it i-s proper tihat tbis ques-
tion, should, in the f-uli-est and most oîpen wýay
ha 'brought to the notice oif the -flouse. I.f
tihe min.ister sbould corne ta th,& conclusian
tihat ithe aniy th'ling hoe cari de is ta cancel
thecontradts and cadi for tenders, I submit
to his consideraîtion the queetion o[f men
who, have bought borsee andl carniages and
w-bat equ-ipmrenft was necessary foir the
carrying cd the mnail, and which. they now
have on -their hande, and 'suggeet that the
taking, over ol this pï1ant sihoýuad receive
his serious can-sideration.

Hon. W. S. FIELDING (Sheibourne and
Queens: Tbougb this may seem to be
onlv a innr matter, it ia really a Tna4ter of
the utmost importance throug-houït olbr coýun-
try, and I am glad that ithe 'lon. mennber
for Petexiborough 'has dirawn the a4tention
of the Houise -to It. I sympathize very
heart.ily with the object hie has in view, but
My only diifficuily iis wbetbe' or n-at the
remedy he ia prapasing is a fsafe one. It
is a fact 'thait thîs, claffl of service is per-
formEd for the people af Canada ge'nerally
at a very 1&iv rate. I do not know why it
is t-bat -the fascination of a Governanent
dollar -is && strong, but 'the facit i-s there
eems tb, be se-o mrucl comnpetition for iît that
i-n very imany inabsancesunde!r the hast con-
dition-s tbe man w-ho gots the m-ail earrydng
contraet loees money on, it. I hbave kno-wn
na-ny men who in taking these contracts
have ruined themeitelves because they macle
their -tender toïo io'w. But I think thbe sug-
gestion tihatthe Po6tmaster General sibould
have t-be power ta revise these conctracta
in ind;ividuai case6 is a Tatiber dange-rous
o-ne. I arn nat ýsurprised that tbe hon.
Minister of Justice shrinks, fîroan it. Il he
ha-s the duty Mf sayinga whether a certain
con-tractor ishouid receive an advance and
another n-ct, he will have a disagreeable
duty, and I arn -sure that ail the ineibe-rs
of the Hanse would be un'wi-lling tibat any
postmaater general 6hould have such dis-
cretion as- te mnake -a distincition 'between a
cantractar whose, price, be would increase
anc anc whose price hie would not increase.
It would be a very uncoinfertable tbing for
the Po-sbm-aslter General; it would be a very
embarrassin-g situation indeed.


