
[COMMONS]

1874 to 1S78, which averaged in customs Mode $16,967.27, showing an increase -f
duties $13,592.104, less than the yearly aver- cuty upon the sanie value of sugar 4--f et
age of the last five years by $9,216,040. The'$5,O00,000 levied upon the consumint sve-
total customs duty collected during the five tions of the country. And yet we are tanglit,
years of the Liberal Administration was $67,- by inforence at .my r;ife, that Ille
960,523, against $114,040,723 during the last same resuits would fot accrue to these
five years, or an increase of $46,080,200. But classes, if the burdens on other articles of
taking customs and excise together, to tell ordinary use and consumplion were removed.
the whole story of the enormous increase inif the burlens were reduce, the consump-
the burdens of taxation on the people of the flou woul ho greater, ud the revenue,
country, and we find the yearly average wiile not s muc increas7d.swou2l not bear
during the Liberal Administration to have so heavlyon the people; oandif the burens
been $18,997,668, wbile the yearly average were completiely taken aeay sinpeople
from 1888 to 1892 was $29,827,662, an increame iw-oild consume larger quantities, because iliey
in these five years over those of the Mken-tonsld buy more ehe ply. The wh re aques-
zie Administration of over $54,,000, repre- bi, however, resolves itself tt iat to
senting a totasl excess of taxation in the thir- thim: the ameudent of teeuon.lu t ber
teen years of the protective tatriff of $106,- for South Oxford (Sir Richard Cartwrighit)
189,967 ; and yet we are informed that tIisas contrasted writh the poliey of theAdniinis-
tarif does not represent any increase of bur- tration. The policy of tle Governiemived
den on the people of the country. I am very substantially to continue the, ton Pol-
gratified, and 1 presume the people of the:lcy-to retain the features f our present
country are very gratified, at the reduction trifltndefinitely-because no one supposes
of taxation on sugar. Let us see the effeet 'tha-,t our Fin-ance Minister w-ill flot be con-

f that -reduction, as showing how the re- trolled by the parties wlo are supporting
mov9al of an enormous burden affects the hlm now, and whose support depends on
comfort and the happiness and the welfare his retention of an-higlitarif. The policy

sthe people. The quantity of sugar m- of the hon. member for South Oxford Sir
portednto the country in 1891 was 197,163, Richard Cartwright) Is supportei lot only
919 pounds, on wbidh. vas paid a duty wf by members on tris side but by some hon.
$3,138,894. The duty was practically removed, gentlemen on the opposite side as well. We
and there was thne lmported 345,418,45 lbs. take the ground that the present arif bears
of sugar. If we hadtime to go over the heavily and unjusly on the consumin
whole period of the sugar duties, we shouldi classes, and ouglt to be at once thoroughly
obtain soe conception of yie amount of reformed n the direction of freer trade and
which the people have een deprived by the t at the amount of taxes collected be lii-
enormous taxation on that article. It cou- ited to the si required to meet the neces-
duce to their comfort and happiness, and sities of the Goverument efficiently and eco-
te cheapness and economy of living, toonouatalny admiistered. I eed flot dawelt

have this important article made free. flow upon the false ine of argument so freqtintly
mucli more would It have contributed to their taken by hon. gentlemen opposite, lnchar-
happlness and welfare. if during the whole ing that we areavctes of reetrmen ifor
thirteen years of tis higli tarisf policyub the th Dominion . A lirge portonatfione Lil-
duty had been wholly removed or greatly -ral party beleve fitufree trade, as a
reduceti. The enormously increased 'cn- reionable and natural condition of things.
sumption is due to Lte reduce tprice to cot aif could possibly have it wbut the tern
sumers, caused partly by the reduction of the ftrade," as-used ln tis discussion,
duty and partly by irnprovements in the ouglit always to ho consldered to nucan
maethods of manufacture and development simply that system of trade which does not
of rte industry. This must have afforded tax any commodities for the benefit of auy
the people a large amount of happiness and priveged classes or Inividuals, but taxes
comfort growng ont of these improved co- them solely for the benefit of the whole com-

3tions. An The dmany particulars, even
f nthe duties had been decrease, , per- munty, as represente by the publictreas-

fury. Free trade or the sntrouction of aIl coI-
hlap ete revenue Of dcountry ight modities absolutely free from any ax would

ulot have been so, gretlY -ffected. be Impossible in any c-ountry; acnti to cal
To give one - illustration : We tinti attention to the difficuties hof revenuerinsif
that between 1874 an 1878 we introducei an o t epson

536fl,14 ouds f siga, vhih tahis etntinfagh taro if.Th he poicyo

,6 p s f takenby hon. gentlemen on thisside, srn-
valueti at $26,427,930. During the -years tireîy asde fron ty rational or practica
from 1887 to 1891 the amount consumed isc ti f fnaicia matters. It is in the
very largely lucreasei, but, the value was.direction of freer trade that we are ovng,
about the same, showlng that the COStOf anke the whole hlstory of theLiberal pnti arty,
suga r lad largely- decreaeedowing > the and ujîte sfoftly, and when lcopposi-
cîrcunistauces, to -wblc 1e have referred.tion, shows that they have been alwas u
997.256,703 pountis of suga vamued ot $26 favour of the frect poolfre t!rade thnt6were ipported hbut the duty upon practi- could m obtalned by our people. havg regardllyotho e sante value of sugar vas,rilute first to the revenue requirem of the neces-

have9 this importandIemadhfe e. o w po te ale in o aguentso freequntly

perlode 111550 nti, hi Vtei pol the There neyer was a tie prhen the Liberai

duty hadbenTwol eoe rgeal rlpryblev nfe rda
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