
political act and penalized more severely." (Meznaric,79)

In nationalist discourse, women may also be identified as the "mothers of the nation,"

with specific child-bearing responsibilities. As a resuit, the manner in which women are cast in

the pre-war period deeply affects their experiences of war, as well as their post-war environmen-

In the case of former Yugoslavia, the notion of woman as ethno-marker carried over into the

armed conflict. It is estimated that as many as 20,000 Muslim women were raped as part of a

systematic attempt to both humiliate the (maie) enemy and wipe out Muslim ethnicity

(Meznaric,92).


