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The International Energy Agency (IEA) is an autonomous body which was established in 
November 1974 within the framework of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) to implement an international energy programme. 

It canies out a comprehensive programme of energy co-operation among twenty-one of the 
OECD's twenty-four Member countries. The basic aims of the lEA are: 

i) co-operation among IEA participating countries to reduce excessive dependence on oil 
through energy conservation, development of alternative energy sources and energy 
research and developmen4 
an information system on the international oil market as well as consultation with oil 
companies; 

iii) co-operation with oil producing and other oil consuming countries with a view to 
developing, stable international energy trade as well as the rational management and use 
of world energy resources in the interest of all countries; 

iv) a plan to prepare Participating Countries against the risk of a major disruption of oil 
supplies and to share available oil in the event of an emergency. 

• "EA Participating Countries are: Australia. Austria Belgium, Canada, Danmark German); Greece, 
Ireland, halm I ainan LirsatémaT, die Nerherimids, New Zealand, llama); Portugal. Spain, Sweden, Smizrarland 
nultet United rlagdam. United States.  The  Commission of Me uropeanCommuninas raise pan in the work eke 

ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

Ptusuant to Article  lof the Convention signed in  Pinson  14th December 1960, and which came 
into force on 30th September 1961, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) shall promote policies designed: 

— to achieve the highest sustainable econornic growth and employment and a rising standard 
of living in Member countries, while maintaining financial stability, and thus to contribute 
to the development of the world econortm 	 . . 	. 

— to contribute to sound economic expansion in Member as *ell as non-member countries in 
the process of economic development; and - 

— to contribute to the expansion of world trade on a multilateral, non-discriminatory basis in 
accordance with international obligations. 

The original Member countries of the OECD are Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, 
Germany. Greece, Iceland, Lteland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerhuid, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States. The following countries 
became Members subsequently through accession at the dates indicated hereafter: Japan (28th April 
1964), Finland (28th January 1969),Australia (7th June 1971) and New Zealand (29th May 1973). The 
Commission of the European Communities takes part in the work of the OECD (Article 13 of the 
OECD Convention). Yugoslavia takes part in some of the work of the OECD (agreement of 28th 
October 1961). 

C OECDflEA, 1991 
Application for permission to reproduce or translate 

all or part of this publication should be made to: 
Head of Publications Service, OECD 

2, rue Andre-Pascal, 75775 PARIS CEDEX 16, France 
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