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The Edit or Educationial Rcviezîy:

Dear Sir-During the past few weeks 1 have been
honored with requests for help in the selection of
miaterial for schoolroom decoration, or pictures suit-
able for composition-writing. A hi-ni of art pub-
lishers in Chicago* has.kindly agreed to sell a set of
twenty-five for the very moderate cost of' one dollar.
UL is not to be expected that the choice will suit al
tastes, and it is not claimed that the pictures are the
very best on the market, - but I know of none to be
had on equal terms. The manager suggests that it,
will sIlifice for your readers to enquire for the "H.
Il,., set and enclose $i. One haîf of the pictures are
iii color, and unmounted, but a cardboard miat wiîî
s uffice for some, and many are Worth a good frai-e.

The. Art for Schools' moveMient is hardly in -its
infancy in these provinces, and that is perhaps
scarcely .to be wondered at, as the greater portion of
the Dominion is still in the pioneer stage. How-
ever, a good beginning has been made in the North
West Territories,' owing to the efforts of the late
principal of the normal college at Reina. Then,
too, the inspector of -schools for Toronto, Mr. J. L.
Hughes, is a recognizeu authority on the matter, and
his pamphlet on the subject bas been helpful in
r.,oulding opinion and deserves to b-. more widely
known. Quite recently Supt. Dr. Inch, of Fred-
ericton, has exlressed his appreciation of the more
extended use of pictures.for the promotion of a love

of the beautiful in all its phases, and bas inserted a
à4use in the school registers referring to the de sir-

abilityof teachers using pictures.
But do we not need concerted action and co-opera-

(ion in this matter? Would it not be well to enable
educators', memibers of art associations, and workers
for social progress to have son-., point of contact, in
order toexch .ange viexws, suggest suitable material,
and prepare a scheme ,which would hihe
efficiency and mininiize cost? At present there are
lîundreds of teachers whQ procure calendars, or pic-
tonial supplements., and a iedley of material accord-
ing to, opportunity or individual fancy, and thus Qne
sees gruesomie battle scenes, or trivial story-telling
pictures, plain or colore(l, on our schoolhouse walls.

Ir, France thousands of dollars are expended in
order to, train the appreciation of scholars for textile
f-,brics and so on, the goveriument being awvare that

*Royal Picture-Gailery Company, 152 and 158 Lake St., Chicago, 111.

vnleèss this is universally done there will be &. dearth
of dlesigners, and a lamentable lack of artistic work-
mnen, and stîll worse an unappreciative public to pur-

chase the varied and exquisite productions. .

It would flot be advisable for me to, seek to indi-
cate at length, the policy of Englanti in this respect,
and stili more recently the remarkable movement, in

Gerrnany. In the United States Greek- and Italiani
influience prevails in -the selection of material for

décoration of schoolhouse walls, and cabinets of pic-

tures for dloser inspection and study. In'my judg-
ment we should do well to be eclectic -in Canada and

dlevise a scheme that will be truly Canadian. Over

sixtv per cent. of our people are enggged more or

-less in agriculture, and the proportion is likely to be

larger. We need material, good, moderate in cost,

and la'rgelv uniformi in character, that will serve not

cnly the pedagogic service of cultivating the esthetic

side of child life, but -also to kindie more love fir,

natural scenery and agricultural pursuits. The.

school-garden project is excellent, but the period of

1-racticability for Canadian schools is reduced to, a
few weeks, because it is late before frost leaves the

soil, and the vacation soon follows; besides, flot ail

can or will have them, but ail can have art. Let. us
have a bureau of information on this subject, and-

,.%hçii organization follows it will bie worth while for

Candldian publishers to produce suitable and ap-
proved material, and in course of time there rny be*

mieans of communication between the teachers, of

Canada as to, methods of teachings, and improve-
ment of choice of subject, and so on. Thuswe may..
(levelop a distinctively Canadian type, a type thaï

will appeal to the settlers f rom many countries,and
hasten the day when even if the same songs are. not

suing by all, nor the same prose selections admired

by aIl, the saine pictures.may appeal to. Al, and. help

to evoke feelings that will serve to, unify the., varied

ratçes. R. W. Emerson in his essay on "Beauty,4'
says: "Every necessary or organic action pleases-the.
beholder. .A, man leading a horse to, water, -a farmer
sowing seed, the labors ofhaymakers in thç field, the*

cdarpenter building a 'ship, the smith at his forge, or

whatever useful labor, is becoming to the wise eye."..

ht surely would bie congruous to the,.Macd :onald.

consolidated schools at Kingston and Middletonf, or

the Macdonald institute at Guelph, to, embody a

departmnent that looks towards school .and' fartn ;
but meantime may we, seek for a response througb
vour columns.

Y o t Vs sincerely , U T R B Y .


