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IT is not oftcn that the xvriter of thesc
ettitorial pages lias the opportun-

itY of iistening to the proceedings of
the Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion, but in a more or iess impersonal
fashion the JOURNAL is able to ascer-
tain the trend of the varionîs discus-
sions which arc carried on at the Fni-
(lay afternoon meetings. For a long
time tlhere bas heenl sonie ground for
the notion that these meetings kept a
closcd door against the application of

philosophical anti historical methods
to the truths of religion. Of late,
however, this restriction seeîns to have
heeli breakinig down anti severai ad-
dresses have been given by the older
sttulents which show mtich breadth
anti liberalitv of thought. If this ten-
(lency is persevered in and if the liber-
alitv at the saine time is deepened by a
hea"lthy conservatism of temper, the
F iday gatherings wilI attract a larger
class of stuldents andi wil fill a more
imp)ortant place in the life and activity
of the coilege.

It is inevitable that along with sncb
a development there muist he consider-
able difference of opinion with regard
to the varionls themnes which arc
brought under discussion. The policy
adopted by the society is one of ex-

treme freedom of speech, and an invi-
tation is giveli to ail memibers to ex-
press tbemselves, irrespective of their
academic standing. It may be ques-
tioned by somne whether this is a wise
policy or flot, but the leadiers of the so-
ciety are no doubt weil advised in the
matter. The resulIt of this method,
bowever, is that the remarks of stu-
dents who have passed through a long
course of reflection and discipline are
sometimes chaiienged hv m1-en who are
oiv at the outset of their careers anti
whci are tlierefore uniale to al)preciate
the grouuiti of those who are more ad-

vanced. If a few years' residence at
a university bas any significance at al

there mnust surely be some distinction
hetweelin en who are just coming uip
and those who have been for some
time in contact with the culture and
the ideas wbich the uîiiversity ernhod-
ies. A true university stands on high-
er latitudes of tbotught thanl (Io the
vouing mien who are at higb schools
anti eisewhere prel)aring to enter the
university. When this dlistinction us
appreciateti ly nlew corners it xviii geni-
erall . resit in the younlger men wait-
ing in1 silence for a few years until
thev have breatheti something of the
niew atmiospbere. If they feel com-
pelled to speak thexî should do s0 iii

the fitl recognition of their own limit-
ations and incomipîeteîîess, seeking for
guidance frorn tose who are in ad-
Tance Of then rather than claiming to
speak with as mutch auithority as tbey.

Several Years ago a student who is
nlow iii a (listant part of the worid, and

nlot likzelv' to sec bis wor(is quoted here,
rose in the Y.M.C.A. meeting and said
hlintlv that in bis opinion the. major-

itY of sf udents were hetter men in
everv Wav wben tbey entered coliege
than when they ieft; the speaker was


