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tbjnk that if the xvhole queitstion liatl to lie dah xVith de'
novo, a svnînîetrical scberie of this descr iption xxoiljd coin-
mnend itself to genieral Lix or. 11, sncb a case tl xvotild flot
be liecessaiy foi diffée nt i cligions bodies to establish andx
ma n tain separate (Iini\xersifies. Thex xx nld on I bhave f0
sce to the efficiency of their theological hlls1' and f0 eun
don'v sncb speciai professot slips as xxere decine I necessatv
by theni for training tlîcii yonth for the nîlojisti s v It
xx uld be practicabît' for sto lents of oele -x ciced to iWite
in the secular departiments, anîl to attend the saine lec-
tures in fixe C'entral Colleg-e. Tîtus, iiistead of having as
manyx i'nixersities as there are different deitominations, xxe
xvonid have the strength of ail conxbîned in one :xxbicb
inight in conseqnence of flie comîiiation, Ixe ren(lered as
complete and efficient as if x çl e pi acticale to make
if, and the xvlole circle of tile sciences andi exery Lran cbI
of stndx of a nofi sectarlarî cliaracter miglit there bie tangbt
by the ablest meix of the day. Some sncb arranîgenment is
xvbat the fonîîdeîs of Queeans confended for. Year after
year thes struggled to conmbine the leading religions bodies
in one National Uiiiversits'. EC'oen six years after Quti's
xxas organized, x'î,. :iii the ventr 1849 ' a final but uinsic-
cessful effort svas nmade f0 uifte xxili King' 5,'' flox To-
ronfo Universitx ', on a broad, coiipi-elensiv'a bas i s l is
therefore nîo fanit oif the early friends of this Institution
that the college systein (if the Province is as xx e noxx
find it,

At this stage iii the pro,4ress of Canada, hiolexer, xxe
are cailed uipon f0 accept not xvlaf xxe xvould xx islî buit
what xve have. if svonld be unwsise anci ine'spedient t0
uproot the institutions xvhicli have groxvî Ouf of the past
condition nf things, or f0 co:îteîîd for a t heory xx bich ix,
obviously iinpracticabie. Instead of struggling foxr xxbati
la bevonci our reach, if is inbinifely lietter to accept xx at
xxe possess, to mialle the îîîost of xx at bas boen secured,
and fo looks opefnliy foi xxard f0 that xx icbi is attajinable.
Tbe time bas goîe past for seriouslv discrnssing xx'betber
there sbould hoe one University' or several Universities in
Canada. Itx\vouId be a step backxxard to iîîîsettle the
public mind xxith respect to tbeir periîanencx. Nothingcan be more pernicions lin borticultural pursnits tlîaî colt
stantly disturbîng plants at tbe period of their grosxîth iiin
order f0 examine their moots. So if is xxith seats oif learît
ing. Tbey are of slowx growtb, and tbey taIse deep moot
amongst the inistittiions of the countr y, aîîd in fixe feelings
and sentiments of the community. How \x11oIiiî a pro-
posaI be received f0 break up Oxford andi Camibridge,
witb their fort v-two Coileges and Halls, and f0 substittite
universities iii every county in Engiand ? Sucit a scbemie
may bave snbstantial reasons f0 support if, and, if every
thijng bad to be founded afresh, would meet xxith many
advocates ;but Oxford andi Cambridge are tbe gr-ovtl of
some eigbt centuries. Tbey bave piayed lno unimportant
part in the bistory of Engiland, and are alinost as firrîuix
establisbed to-day as the August Soverîguxi on the Tbrone.
Turning f0 another portion of the British Islands, xx bat
svould be tbougbt of a proposai to centralize coilegiate ed-
tucation in Scotland, and f0 abolisb the nid universities of
St. Andrexxs, Aberdeen, Edinburgb and Giýasgox,-insfi-
tutins \vbich, xifb onte exception, xx'eîe establiied bx
Papal authoritv and bave flourished feom a peî iod anferior
f0 the Reforination, anxl wifbin svbose halls intellects bave
been trained that bave ieft their impress 011 tue Enmpire?
In this Dominion, as in the Mother Country, xve must
bold oni to that wbicb is good, and do our beat bo buiid upî
and gise stabilify f0 those institutions xsice are caiculat-
cd to adxance the bappinesa and prosperifx of mankind.
.May we cberisb the idea that Queen's Universifv is one of
those institutions, anid tbat if bias an important mlission to
perform on fuis broad continent dnring centur ies xvbich
are fo coîne.

Tbis ides is pregnant xxith questionis, ani xxe are lexi 10

asl, imkurseixes \\ bat is fixe pioper xmoik of Qoeits, and
lioxx shot lxi if 1)0 perforiex . l 1)Vat sboxiid .ni- rcountry
expect oîf this ieritv nti sviat does oiir liieespecial-
lv need -.'- in atfenîpting f0 ansxver fliese qulestionis, 1 feel
iliat xx e are, t aleti <pon to consitier flot sirixpl- xxlat

1comurse of edutcation bas been piirsued in oflier gelielafitns
or in other cou iti os iii o- fr tha wie5 nia v foi mss if t 1 xt

sxe aie calietl ilpoli ft ascerfaili xvliîa is tue besf for Canatda
aithfis pai ticiflar stage iii lier hisfory. Af val ions
limes wxitlinî fixe past hunîlietl yeaî s Unîversify etincation

jlias Ixeen the subject of xvarin contî-oversy-one lîarty Coni-
tending thaf a certain course of sfutly is absnixîtely neces-
sal v anti anof ber scbool inrgiîîg thaf the importance of
soi-e other hia atic'l oflearning is paramotînt. By oiîe if is

1ciaiînex that inistrucfionî sbîîfld aii af exeicising and
training the mental facuities ;by aixother, at impai fing
positive aixîl nseful 1noxsletige. If îs belti on one side fhiat
the Ancîeîît Ciassica ; are indispenseable as a ineans tif
culture, and of the bigbest vainc aîîd imnpurtance as
sources of iîîformation, fliat their stutiy best develops
the iîxfeliectual factîlties, aîîd bas a sfrong iîunanizixg
teîxdcîcy. On the other side if is eonteiited that ftic Ian-
guage aixt literature of aîxcicîîf <recc anti Rne shoxîld,
f0t a large extent, be sîxpersedeti by the physical science>,
and by ofber stuîties xviicb, froni a tilitarian poinît of

iviexv, îaay lie tiecineti more practical. As în other con-
froversisi questionîs xsficb arc iscusseti Nxitix greaf force,
if may be fixaf bth sides arc correct, and vet ixeither ab-
soiiîfeiy trîîe under ill cireunsfances. Tiiere may, be a
bif a point wviîere men may set tic tîxeir tdifférences ;or,pnssibly, a puî-ely classical educatioîî îîay be the best for
txie collego or century or country, lut Ixot the niosf desira-
bic îîîîxer ail condtitins. Be fixaf as if nxay, filc tquestionx
of iîniversity eduxcatinx bas becix exliaustiveiy tiiscusseti
by stume of the ablest scbolars anti cticafionists, anti if
tbey bave been unable f0 agree as to the cofurse ws'icb
wxotilt best meet the liecessîfies of the age, if îxiglîf be
tieîetid presumpt ion xvere a layînaîî like mxyself to venîture
a positive opinion one xxay or- fixe other. My onxx cînde
x iesxs, xx'bici musf be fakex for xxbaf fbey arc xvortb, are
îxreseiifed snggestively and diffidently, rougb hexsu from
tixe mental qnarrv. Tbcy bave becîx in ii tit xv subjecteti
f0 the refining iifliinces xvbicb are necessary, aid vicx
caîl be givex f0 tbem only by learxet îxrofessors aîîd
ut bers wbo bave dex-otedti fbmselves to the trainxing tof

youtb. I must,' therefore, beg of yon f0 bear \vifb every
indulgenxce flic views wbicb, wvitb great respect, 1 venture
f0 offer on this subject.

If 'Il be coxceded tîxaf the gi-caf object tuf education
la the developmcnt of the burmn faculties, by the olira-

"inof'ch in fluences as will subduc our cvii natures,
tn 'iii strenigtben otur best natures, anud xiii culfivate and
enricb the mimd, so as to form the besf possible individual
ebaractes Ifs grand aim is to enuioble the propensîties
and fastles, tsrengtben the nxoral sense, andti f fit mai
fo discbarge0bis duties as an inxtelligenît bcbng, in the best
manner of wbicb be la capable in the lantd in wbicli lie
lîves, and iii the age in wbicb Goti bas given bum life. if
fis tiefinition be accepfed, if is clear that the svsfemn of
educafion ttî be folinxvcà at this institutfioni s t oultl be that
wbiciî best ixîets the coTxditions laitd doxvî,-tbat fixe U ni-
výersify of Qucens, in order prtîperiy to pert rm ifs fnc-
fins, and fi"lfil the ixopes aîxd e'xpectafioixs of ifs frientis,

itia P.ovide ail opporif y for the Caîxadiax vofifli to
acquire a sourxi infelleettiai culture, ai t f e'iricb bis
mind xxitb stores of fbougbf, iii order fliat be mxx ho pre-
pared xx'ell to performn bis part in eievafiîxg the Condition
oif bis race, aîxd in raisiîîg flic character of bxis coluifiy iii
flic scale of nations.

\'e îxay learn mnîch i)y iiitliriîîg ilîtt flic conditionî of
eduicaflox at tîiffereiit times in fixe llisfory of the lînniu
familx'. Glanciîîg back over tbccentuiies, xve reacx aperioxi


