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Enteresting QIlimJings.

WAGES OF THE. WORLD.

B Tie wages of the world are a matter of interest-

bog and instructive study, as showing not only their
ariation, but their independence of some of the
ommonly received causes as to their statns and
Msuctuations. The collation of these statistics em-
racing both the Old World and the New, islargely
juc to the consular reports of the United States,

reat B:itain, France, and Germany. These com-
lhilations may be acceptedas approximately accurate,
he authority being good and the investigations
orough. Among some of the remarkable tacts as
Lubstantiated by these inquiries we find that wages
Leem independent of forms of government. Lower
alifornia, Mexico, Malte and Ceylon under British
le, Algiers and Tunis under French, pay less than
Russia cramped with despotism, or Spain uader
cclesiastical dominance. - As a rule, the Anglo-
Caxon pays more than the German; the German
more than the Latin ; the Latin more than the
Kemitic, and the Semitic more than the Malay and
‘Rongolian. Great Britain and Canada pay larger

hmounts to labor than any protectionist country ex-

eek as paid to labor, the world over, are classitied
in the following table, the amount calculated in
nited States gold dollars:

Spain
....... &4 21|Russia
............. 3 40|Italy
................ 3 20|Malta........
......... 2 80|Gibraltar
............ 2 75|Portugal................ 105
Fogland and Wales— Turkey.............. ... 208
Fifty oities............ 4 70{Asia Minor............... 2 69
Ireland— Dalesiine (natives)....... 300
................. 4 38| Palestine (Jews). .. . 360
.......... 3 60|Persia............ 225
Ceylon............ . 178
............. 4 90[Phiilippine Islands...... 3 00
............. 3470Japan........ovvvvenn... 90
8. cee vreeeas 3 95 Chioa--

i Auroy........... .... 1 02
.............. 3 47| Han Kow.... ........110
......... 3 45| Csnton............... 125
Morocco. .. ven. 150
........ 3 78|Tunis... . 140
........ . 3 07iBzypt..... 18
ty oities) .. GliCape Colony... . 400
e 2 05,Senegal................. 2 50
................ 2 60{Sierra Leono............ 1 60
................. 3 20,Madeira. ................ 210
............... 4 29,Algiers.......... ....... 1 50

ll This table is, of course, limited to the Old World,

the figures in the New World showing that outside
ithe Ugnited States the city of Toronto and the South
“ BAmerican Republics of Venezuelaand Ecuador, pay
S®he best figures, Australia, however, leads the
. Moy and surpaeses the rest of civilized nations in
"Bindustrisl remuneration. The following table
ppeaks for itself :

BCanada— British Guiana.......... 3 84
nfll Ontario (ten cities) ....$6 50)Brazil—
l Toront0........connne 8 0 Rio de Janeiro.... .... 404
Montreal.........c.... 676/Peru.........oovuuinnan. 375
...... 6 00{Eouador................ 8 €0
............. 6 25(Babamas................ 3 00
Prince Edward Island. .. 5 80(Cuba............ ....... 6 50
{107 T 70| Australia—
185 Victoria.........ccccn. 10 50
3 40 West Australia. ....... 8 60
g g? New Zzaland.......... 10 20
.............. J

Of course deductions from these figures can only
s@be general. They represent various conditions of
industrial development, availability of resource, in-
elligence, civilization and commercial possibilities.
t would be puerile to suppose that divergencies
[ wages are the result of & common cause, and a8
infinitely foolish to suppose, that any effort to fix
wages in defiance of ecomomic laws can ever
succeed. —S¢. Lowis Age of Steel.

WHY INVENTORS OFTEN FAIL.

THE fact that a very large proportion of patented
juventions are a disappointment to their originators,
‘Whecause of their failuve to yield profitable return
for time aud money expended on them, is & subject
JJoiten discussed by inventors and those who are
_[Mirectly interested in their work. It is probable

et in no other field of human effort are there so
any bitter disappointments, so many crushed

cepting the United States. The average wages per-

hopes, and so much of genuine heartache, as among
inventors, '~ Although thousands of them annually
achieve success and enter on a career of prosperity,
other thoniands find little or no reward; the de-
vices from which they confidently expected affluence
have only added to their poverty. Many an intel-
ligent man toils for years, denying himeelf all the
luxuries and most of the comforts of life, to bring
out an invention seemingly full of promise but des-
tined to uttar faiiure. Thereazons for this extended
area of disappointment are not very numerous nor
hard to fiad. First among them is insufficiency of
practical knowledge on the part of the inveator.
For exampl+, a man who knows nothing of the
practical work of steam engineering may invent and
Eatent; a device in that line which will appear te

im, and other non-professionals, to be a great ad-
vance on existing methods for generating or utiliz-
ing steam, but which will be condemned by the
most competent judges, In all kinds of machinery
the same cause i8 a prolific source of disappoint-
ment. The thing invented 'may be very ingenious,
may have cost a vast deal of mental labor, and may
attest the intellectual superiority of the inventor ;
but if it be deficient in practical utility, i its intro-
duction will not be profitable to those for whom it
is intended, it goes to the lumber yard of oblivion.
Persons who are utterly ignotant of gnunery fre-
quently invent something io that line, but they very
rarely attain success, The same rule holds good in
all the industrial arts, including agciculture, mia-
ing, manufactures, ship-building and railroading.
Brillianey of intellect and originality in concepticn
are offset by lack of practical knowledge. Another
reagon why failure is so frequently encountered is
lack of capital toperfect, construct, and demonstrate.
Maay inventions of great value are lying dormant
because & good deal of money would be required to
show the world what they are and what advantages
they possess. This is especially true of inventions
that menace great interests. When a patent
threatens annihilation of vast values, when it pro-
poses to sweep away plants that represent millions
of dollars, capital hesitates to develop it, for its
introduction means a fight to the death between

igantic conflicting interests. In catering to the
(giemnnds of fashion, elegance and luxury, there are
many inventions brought out that do not pay, be-
cause there is not and cannot be a large demaad for
them. The best element of success in a patent is
adaptation to & universal or general want. To do
gome gimple thing that is done by the masses, and
to do it cheaper and better than before, is to
succeed. To furnish healthfu) and innocent amuse-
ment in a pew and attractive way, and to do it at
small cost, is to put money in your purse. Any
thing that the people will recornize as meeting a
want tastefully and cheaply will find purchasers,
—Inventive dge.

THE FUTURE OF ELECTRICITY.

MR. Fravk J. SeRAGUE, an electrical writer of
careful conservatism, gives in a recent article some
surprising facts about the electric motor. He
shows how it is solving the problem of city rapid
transit, and predicts that it will also solve the prob-
lem of long-distance travel. The advance of the
motor has been almost marvelous. Twelve years
ago the first practical suggestion of an electric rail-
way was made, and less than four years ago the
first one was put into operat'on. And yet there
are, according to his statistics, three hundred and
fifty roads now in use, requiring more than four
thousand cars, seven thousand motors, with more
than two thousand six hundred miles of track,
traveling daily upward of five hundred' thousand
miles, and carrying more than one billion passen-
gers annually, The investment in this one branch
of electricity is more than fifty million dollars in
this country alone. Indeed, the whole progrees of
electricity is ome of the most wonderful achieve-
ments in this most wonderful age. In the United
States the tolegraph, with its hundreds of thou-
sands of miles of wire, and its one hundred and
fifty million dollars of capital ; the telephone, with
its two hnndred and twenty-five thousand miles of
wire, carrying over a million messages a day, and
with its curibal of more than one hundred and fifty
million dollars ; the electric light, with nearly two
million lights, and its capitalization of more than
one hundred and fifty million dollars ; the electric
railway, with its fifty million dollars of invested
money, and the uses of electricity for heat, power

and manufacture, with an aggregate of capital es-
timated at over vne hundred million dollars, form
a total of inVEStment which goes beyond six hun-
dred million dollars, and which will soon reach a
billion dollars. 1f we should add the enormous
electrical interests of other countrics, the total
would be ncarly twice as great. Most of this re-
presents the progress of o very few years. Elec.
tricity has, in fact, only begun to do whatit willdo
in the next decade, It hasmadeenormous fortunes
for those who have engaged in it, and the limit of
its usefulness has only been suggested. Mr,
Sprague, for instunce, believes that it will become
the motive power on railroads. The steam locs-
motive has about reached the extent of its possibil.
ities. ‘*A maximum of ninety miles an hour,” says
Mr. Sprague, ‘ with a running speed of sixty to
seventy, is all that can be hop:d for under the very
best conditions that can be provided.” But with
electricity there is practically no limit to speed.
We believe that a record of three hundred milesan
hour has already been achieved. These are big
figures, and one hundred miles an hour will bs
pretty fast even for this rapid age —Daltimore
American,

EUROPEAN MILITARY EXPENDITURES.

Durixna the six years betw cen 1882 and 1888 the
expenditures of the seven great Kuropean powers
on armies and navies amounted to no less than
£974,000,000, Since 1888 it is estimated that the
average annual expenditure has increased by one-
fifth, In 1882, when, with the exception of Eng-
land’s small troubles in Egypt, the whole world
was at peece, serious negotiations were begun with
a view to the general disarmament. Such a cou se
would have been practicable then to a degree to
which in no period since it has been even remotely
possible, while in the future the question cannot be
for a moment entertained. There can be no thought
now of the reduction of the huge garricons of
Europe save by that natural process to which each
year has brought us nearer, but had the great
Nations agreed in 1882 to be content with one half
of their enormous outlays, and thus to reduce their
insurance against war by 50 per cent., what would
they have saved by the end of 18382 In round
figures France would have been richer by £113,-
000,000, Germany by £70,000,000, Austria. Hungary
by £41,000,000, England by £81,000,000, Russia
by £114,900,000, Spain by £23,500,000, and Italy
by £41,000,000 If the voice of those who ad-
vocated an internationaily assured peace had teen
then listened to, the result would have beep a sav-
ing of £478,000,000, But this means in money
saved only. The actual commercial gain must have
been infinitely greater, since by a reduction of men
by one-half 1,200,000 Frenchmen, 1,260,000 Ger-
mans, 572,500 Austrians, and 340,000 Britons
would have been restored to industrial pursuits,
leaving the relative strength of armies as fighting
machines not in any way altered. —N. Y. Timvs,

WILKIN’S POTATO DIGGER.

It raigses the drill, casts off the
., sides, knife cuts its way through
weeds, shakes the potatoes to the
surface with itsdouble-acring prongs
ALEX. WILKIN, London P.0., Ont.

Free Circular,

HRESHING MACHINES AND HORSE POWERS
{oN¥, TWO, AND THREE-HORSE.)
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Guarantecd o be ** the best” Tread Horse-power Threshing
Machines made, and takes the lead wherever introduzed.

AGENTS WANTED.
JOHN LARMONTH & Co., Manufacturers,
POINT ST. CHARLES, MONTREAL, QUE.

E. G. Prior & Co., Agents, Victorin, B.C.
W. F. Buroitr & Go., Agents, St. John, N.B,
G. A. Le BanoN, Agent, Sherbrooke, Que




