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T 1-HOSE wvho have read the formrne works of IlKimi Biler
iwill probably get "lGremini and Lesser Liglits," an-

other volume of short stories, and to those who are îlot
acquainted witli lis writings we can recommend them. It
is one more good volume of fiction frorn a Canadiani pen.
The scenle of the stories is chietly ini Turkey, Monti-Negro,
and Bulgaria, and tliey inake the life there very realistic to
the reader. IlThree Ones," the second in the book, is one of
tlie best, we think. It shows the procrastination and abi-
solute rotterîness of the Turki4li Governmnent by a personal
and concrete example. They send for an Englisli naval
officer to act as a pretence for reforms in the fleet. H1e is
g'iven a good salary, but is t1uite unalile to get an interview
xvsth the responsibie officiais in order to find out what lie lias
to do. He chafes under the inaction and uncertainty, and
is saved fromn aadness onily liy throwing up his position. It
is aniother instance of the verse of Kipling'>s. IlIt is no t
good for the Christian white to hustle the Aryan lirown,"
etc. On one occasion lie hoped to see the Minister of
Marine on the following day, andi mentioned this to the nar-
rator wlio replieti

To-înorrow /,racbegins."
Well, what lias 1?aaýi-juî, as you cati it, got to do wjth the

questiont'
Everything !Know, oh imipetuotis, hasty, vehiem-ent, pre-

elpitate lieadstrong child of the Occident, that Roaaan is the
Mohamnîndan Month of fasting; that it begîns to niglit andi wvii
lait for twenty-eiglit days ; that for the coining four wceks tlie Turks

MNinister of Marine inciude'l-wiii fast b'y dlay anfi fcast by night;
that officiai business wili lie altogether at a standstiii, and that your
chance of seeing His Exceliency in ?nazan is nlot worth five minutes
pîîrchase. Then follows a week of fsting, l iaî during which
periofi officiai business is aiso suspendei . Then there wiil
)ie thF, arrears represented by the accumuliation of back work at the
Admiralty to make up which will certainly take a fortniglit or three
weeks, so that you sc yon rnay reckoît on a couple of months'Lundis-
turbed devotion to Turkish."

Cliristiaris face during my recitai of wliat lie evidentiy consider-
efi bis personai wrongs, was a sight to behoid. Wlien I hlld finishefi
lie swore. . . . Under the circumstances we ail forgave him, andi,
if 1 remembcî rightly, severai of us made mental notes of soîne of his
miost forcibie expressions, andi even made use of tlieîn on subsequent
occasions. Sueliis the force of cvii exaînple!

"The Gif t of the Bridegroom" is an amusing instance
of the way lovers manage to surmount seemingiy impossible
liarriers and to secure a moderate dowry at the saine time.
Other stories are equally interesting, and one calied "lAn
Armnenian Atrocity, " is not likely to excite sympatliy for that
unfortunate race.

This latest work of George Mereditli's lias formed, with
Hardi's IlJude the Obscure," thie occasion for the bon moi
"lThe Amnazing Hardy, anti Meredithi the Obscure." But
the obscurity whidli as dismnayed a number of readers of
this famous novelist's other works is not so aggravating in
this book, thougli in the early part we edlioed with ail our
heart the sentence we read : IlWe are in a perfect tangle."
1-owever, things st raightened out after a while, and then
they struc *k us as being quite neediessiy invoived. We were
soon interested iii the story of Chillon and Carinthia Kirliy,
an Englisli brother and sister lirouglit up abroad, Lord
Fleetwood wlio presently marries Carinthia-tîe Ilamazing
marriage " whicli gives the boo0k its titie and which does
not seem to bring inuchi liappiness to either of the parties,-a Mr. Woodseer, and Henriette Fakenham who marries
Chillon, Lord Fleetwood having also been attadhed to lier.
The main part of the book is tak en up with the story of their
lives for some subsequent months, and is told in a way,which is sure, we think, to add further laureis to the aI-
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ready high position M-Yr. MHeredith holds for psychOlOgical
insighit and delineation of character. Aimongst the rn&fl
striking" descriptiv e passages which adorn the book is one 01, 8
mountain walk in mist and sunishine which is full of the miost
beautiful word-painting, and sihows how the author can de-
lineate external nature as well as the emotions of the heart.
Incidentally we are introduced to the life of Eniglisli pe0P'e
at the ganiing tables on the continent in the early part O
this century, and the Black Goddess Fortune is depicte6

withi the ups and downs whichi she brings to those who are
mad enough to tempt lier wiles.

Macaire " is a play with full stage directions, but wve
are doub.ful how it would "ltake " with an audience thOugIî
it is -interesting enough for the reader. The more we read of
R{obert Louis Stevenson s writings, the more we are imiPres'
ed with the sense of how great a loss his early death w&5 t
the English-speaking world. The plot of " Macaire"
simple. Hie is an escaped convict, and with a f riend inliS
fortune -reminding one of the two thieves in IlErfinie
cornes to ail inn where a wedding is to be celebrated-
Complications in the wedding arise, however, when the
bridegroom, repu ted son of the landiord, is deciared by t1he
latter to have been a foundling lef t on the doorst~P'
Macaire presentiy, iîearing this, puts forwa rd a false cla'n'
to liave been the father, and supports his dlaims by 50wle
trickery. Presently the real father, a Marquis, turns 11P,
liaving heard of the approaching marriage of lis son"
Macaire attempts a murder, but unsuccessfuliy, it turns Outi
thougli we are lef t in doulit to the very end, and the gefle'
d'armes arrive inl the nick of tirne. There are severa zo5c
situations and the dialogue reads brightly throughout.

0f the seven short stories which make up the vOline
entitled IlThe Gypsy Christ," the one which gives the 1111fle
to the book is perhaps the best. It is something likeI îThe
Wandering Jew " in conception. There is the samne ide, Of
mockery at the crucifixion and a sentence pronouniced5 but
in this case it is carried out, not on the individual but on the
generations that corne af ter, and specially in the case Of eacb
third generation. Fortunately the line of descendents does
not expand. One of the descendents, suffering fr0111 tIeýhorror of the sentence and almost mad, teils the storY Of hisý
gipsy ance-try to lis friend, deaiing specially with the last
texi or twelve generations. The story is told ini a house Oc
uated on a lonely moor in a bleak and desolate regionl,
aIl the weather accompaniments are pictured as heightellill
the gliastliness of the narrative. The naine itself is takeil
fromn the prediction, hitherto unfulfilled, delivered by thie
woman who was the ancestress of the famiie that froin. lier
ofWspririg one would arise to redeem the gypsy race, Who il
other words would be the Gypsy Christ. Another 'tory
which struck us is called IlTite Graven Image." By the waYlr
the style is ait times very jarring as in the sentence :I h
duli sound of the wind had grown to a moaning souglitîât
in my then mood, could lie hectrkenedl with equanimitY Onf
in affluence of liglit and comfort." The story is better tha"
tlie style.

IlRis Fatlier's Son " is a story of life in New York
among tlie business men of Wall street. Tliousasîds of dolîaf
are tossed about as recklessly as cents. The subjecta aree
chiefly the Pierce fami]y-Ezra, and lis son, Winslow fl
Mary Romeyn who becomes the wife of the latter soon te
the story opens. The usual struggles go on betweefl the-
inillionaires, fighting one another througli their stocks, sol
times making and sometimes losing a million or twO 0 .,er e
transaction, and letting their personal resentments influence
t hem in the depreciation of stocks wlien they can by thig
means strike an upponent. Tlie author is well known as &
writer of interesting novels and this is no exception. tha
wonder if lie holds the view one of lis characters doe8 s &
the writings of Dickens are Ilcheap caricature land tawIdry
pathos " But Ezra, the hard-headed. speculator, was hiIIIsedf
fond of Dickens, who was the only novelist lie cared for, aIl.

tlie verdict of the reading public lias pretty well settled hl$
place in literature. The story deals with the rapid deterior'
ation of Winslow Pierce as s0011 as lie has too much ""o
lis own to spend. The seif-delusion or liypocrs ch li
money-making father is powerfully drawn and the book itse!f
is of the nature of an attack on the pitilessness of the m1ail'
pulation of the stock market in the hands of iInscrupUlous
millionaîres.
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