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that their defeat of a popular measure in the legislature
wlflﬂd be speedily reversel by the vote of the peoplv. To
thiy argument it has been answered that the ¢ Referendum ”
would be of use only to enable people to pronounce upon
laws that have been passed or approved by the House,
Whereas the chiof activity of the lobbyist is usually directed
%0 prevent the passing of bills which militate against the in-
terest of those whom he represents. The ¢ Referendum”
Would he of no avail in the case of bills which the lobbyists
h‘“l. prevented from passing.  To this the friends of the inno-
vation reply by saying : * Let us then agitate for the whole
System, the ¢ Tnitiative’ as well as the ¢ Referendum.” Let
the. people demand the right not only to reject measures
Which they disapprove, but to introduce and submit to popu-
lar vote, after discussion, those which they desire to see
Passed.”  The agitation has grown so strong that the oppo-
hents of direct popular government are afraid that a bill for

in K. . .
: tI'Odu(,mg the “Referendum” may pass the present legis-
ature, i

The New V.Vl)‘(m, at the meeting of the British Asso-
Substencs. ciation at Oxford, last August, the an-

. nouncement was made by a distinguished
Seientific suvant that he had discovered a hitherto unknown
fu})st:.mce in atmospheric air, the announcement caused great
T“'Pf'l'se, not unmixed with incredulity. Students of chemi-
cal science thought that if they knew anything, they knew
t’(:ehz(\)'nstituents of n'bmospheric air.  Now, however, it seems
Clave been established that the. alleged discovery is real.
‘Oft?ssor Ramsay recently read a paper before a crowded
mYee.tmg of the Royal Society, in the theatre of the London
“1V'el‘sity, which was accepted by the large number of
Prominent men of science present as affording satisfactory
Proof that a new gas has acually been discovered.  Professor
‘ifnlsa:y and Lord Rayleigh, who was formerly Professor of
c;:lz;;‘:(r:enml Phys‘ics at CzL‘mbridg?, had, it «:»pl.)eu.1"e(.l, been
i entifb' On experiments with a view to eliminating and
Ying the new substance, and had almost simultaneously

CeN Succace ity
Successful. The new substance—whether it is an ele-
ment, oy

ent; acompound gas has not yet been determined—differs
ir

on ‘;})}:ufll(‘lmtn l')othk oxygen :n‘}d nitroge'n in' tha,t'so far it has
element F;O }efu:se to enter .mto combination with any other
‘VOPkinn: 5 or this 'reas.on it has been l?zuned argon (not
8 idle). Tt is, like oxygen and nitrogen, colourless,
Si‘;tt;:niinser than ecither, .in the Proporti(')n of twenty to
d fourteen, r spectively.  Its solubility in water is

a})()u .
b the same as that of oxygen. Its spectrum is quite

Itinet, fro,

ady n that of nitrogen. What will be the practical

antaoe if . . .
tage, if any, of the discovery, remains to he seen.

Hawatt und tne There is some ground for believing that the
United gpates ¢ JSicto government of the Hawalian
itsel it isl:u}ds hias l)Yru.ught, ‘01' will soon })l"ing,
ates Citf) trouble with the'Lmted States.‘ One United

= Cliizen was deported without form of trial on a charge
“Ing implicated in the late uprising, and two others are
alterdzzntence of death. Ttis reporbed'from \Vashingb(.)u

X _pa«tches have been sent to United States Minis-

. ;Ll: jt Honolulu, censurin.g him for al‘lowin'g a prisoner
ry ‘mee.f ‘\v'lthmft proper trial, and urging hnn'to “take
O whe lans in his power to preveflt the epfeeutlon }?f the
thepe is 5 IIE}VG been condemn(.ad to capital pumshmen?. As
nited States cruiser at Honolulu these instruc-

. n;l;[.nt(; doubt, be enﬂ)}'C@d in a peremptory manner. It
1e end of the nineteenth century for any usurpa-
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tion government to deal in so reckless a manner with rights
of citizenship that have long heen internationally recognized.

This company, established in 1833, is one

The Brittsh of the oldest existing fire and marine in-
America Assurance .. . . .
Company. surance associations in America.  During

the two generations of its existence it has
paid out to those whom it had insured the large sum of
£14,000,000, and it enters on a new year of business with
assets amounting to nearly a million and a half, a cash capi-
tal of three-quarters of a million, and a total reserve fund of
over half a million. Toward the close of 1892 some impor-
tant changes were made in the management of the Company,
which may tersely be described by saying that it was moder-
nized. As one result of this process a change for the better,
as compared with the experience of the then previous few
years, has been brought about, in spite of the fact that the
period which has since elapsed has been one of very discourag
ing depression. The British America is peculiarly fortunate in
an exceptionally strong directorate, and in having for Presi-
dent, Mr. Geo. A. Cox, and for Vice-President and Managing
Director, Mr.J.J. Kenny. There isgood reason to helieve thats
under such management, and with its financial position
strengthened by an issue of %250,000 of new stock taken up
by the sharcholders, a new carcer of prosperity is opened
up for this pioneer insurance company.

*
* B

Multi-Partyism in Politics,

FYHE chief novelty that presents itself in the new Ontario
- Legislature is the presence of a third party of consid-
erable strength on the floor of the House.  'We shall have to
wait for developments in order to have the means of formng
a judgment in regard to the effect which the presence of the
Patrons is likely to have upon the course of legislation. Tt
may be that, in this particular instance, the Government
having a majority, however slender, of all the members as
its avowed supporters, the Patrons cannot really decide the
fate of the Administration. But suppose, as we readily may
without violence to probability, that the case were different ;
that instead of a majority of two or three, the Government
had returned with a band of pledged supporters slightly
smaller than the total number of the other two parties, what
would have been its position and prospects? It would then
have been obliged to carry on the work of the session with
the possibility ever before it that at any moment a coalition
of the other two parties might lead to its defeat. Would a
defeat, under such circumstances, have placed it under obli-
gation to resign? If it took the affirmative view and acted
upon it, upon whom could the Lieutenant-Governor call to
construct a cabinet? No other possible leader would, by
hypothesis, have so strong a following in the House as that
of the defeated one, and any one who might be entrusted with
the Premiership would be still more liable to defeat at any
moment. A stable Administration would seem to he an
impossibility under such circumstances, The situation would
become still more complicated and precarious, should it hap-
pen, as is quite supposable, that instead of three, there were
four or half-a-dozen distinct parties in the House. It is
evident that, under such circumstances, our local parliament
would be reduced to a position somewhat similar to that of
the French Assembly, with a possible change of Government
every few weeks or months. Reduced to general terms, the
prohlem may be stated thus: Is responsible Government,
in the form in which we have it, practicable in a parliament
composed of more than two distinctly defined parties !

To one who sees and contemns the weakness and wrong-




