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systeni of public schools for ail fime f0 c me,
at tho same fixne establishing the vicious prin-
ciple of Church-and-State counectioninthemat-

fer of ÉEducation. We feel sure, too, that
nofhiing could be gaiued in the direction of

ponce by the establishment of the view for
wh icb Mr. Ewart coufeuds, for no one wh o has

watched the developmenf aud trend of public

feeling in Manitoba can doubt that a decision
of the Dominion Goverument and Parliamenf
re- establishingSeparate Schools inthu Province
would be the signal for a new agitation, in the
shape either of resistance to the enf orcomunt of
such a ducrue or for a cha' ge in the Provincial
Constitution, which would far exceed in the

warmf h of feeling aroused and in ifs injurious
effects upon the poae sud properity of the

Province suy sucb consequences which could

posaibiy resuif fromn the recognit ion of the right
of the Province te abrogafe the Separafu School

law, a righfwhich itnotonly claims, but bas ai-

roady actod upon. But Nt hile we thus fraukly
admit thatý our hopes are nof upon Mr. Ewart's
side, wu are glad that he in willing f o give us
credit for desiring to flnd ouf the fruth, ivre-
spective of such hopes.

Mr. Ewart's courtesy enfit les him to - the

benefif of our next druam," for which he asks,
however infinitusimal such benufit msy seem f0

hi& professional scumen. Turuingour layman'sg

eye-glass, f0 change the figure, upon the brief
paragrsph which be bas quoted as the basis

upon whicb his contention mainiy resta, our.
attention is arrested by the words -"right or
privilege in relation to uducation," and we be-
gin at once f0 wondur wh.ence sucb rigbt or pri-
vilege is derivud. That if is not bestowed by
the Constitution is clearly affirmed, if we
understand the matter, in the decisiou of the
Judicial Comnitteu of the Imperial Privy

Çou -jbL That it is not givon by tbe former

Mt of thq Province bv wbich Suparafu Scbools

were for a titue us'ablished, seuma equally uvi-
dent from the fact thaf such Acf bas been ru-

pualud sud no longer exists. Mr Ewart bas
bimself admitfed, unless erroueously reportud,

that the right to enacf c trriei with it the right

f0 appual, an admission so clearly in accord
with common sunse that if is bard fa coucuive

how any reasouablu ptrson cati bolipeo the op-
poie ~maintain the absurd contention that

the right to Separafe schools having buen once

confurrud. by Provincial legisiation, cannot be

taken away by the power wbicb gave if, but

romains indefeasible and irrevocable. Unles

thon, tbis guess is very wide of the mark, the,
situation is that the Roman Catbolic minorîty
of the Province of Manitoba having no rigbt
or privilege in relation f0 education other than
those which beioug f0 ail other classes of citi-

zens and wbich are fully' conserved by the

existing school lsw, no appoal against the pro-
visions of thaf law can be msiutained.

CANADIAN LITERÂTURE.

Af a Liferary Club in a city offthe Western
Peninsular of Ontario, two or tbrue years ago,

a gentleman occupied an uvuning by lecfuring
on and reading f rom, the Canadian poets. The

inembers wero aIl pleased sud instructed, sud
at the close of the meeting thuru waas a gen-
eraily expressed desire that we should huar

more on tbe samne subjuct fruquently. The
gentleman declared he had, at home a whole
sheîf of Canadian poetry and that hoe made it
a point to buy every new book of the sort.
The. incident illustrates the ignorance that pre.
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vails témong well-read people coucerning our
owu writers, but it shows siso the interesf and

even eufbusiasm whicb migbt ussily be aroused
for tbem if means were properly taken.

0f course Canadians assume a variety of

attitudes toward thuir owu authors ; some
patronizu, somne pity, sonie crificize, somo ad-

vise, soine praise unwisely, sud the bosf are,
as usual. in allîcountries, ignorant and apafhetic.
But if neud not be qusioned thaf wbile the
majority bave uithur no opinion, or opinions
thaf any one less sensitive than a poef would

ignore with amusement, t he saviug minority
regard tbem with grafeful affection sud un-
forced admiration ;judge their work at its
average or its best; crificize tbem with a due

considuration of the abominable and dusperafe

circumstances in whieh they find them.alves ;
pity, not fbem, but tbe country which bas s0
little to inspire tbomi ; and advîse tbem fa

continue with what hope they can muster of
brighter days aud happier recogn.ition.,

The whole matter of Canadian Literafure
la liffle short of tragicai : yet if can hardly be
callud mysturious. A few years ago a number
of young writuî s of fine moral and intellectual

strength and refinemunt, of artistic insight
seemînglyequal f0 that of thebesf lu otber coun-

tries, and moreover of poetic sensibility aud
even power, as fine sud as strong as some who
bave sttained the greatest fame have showa, in

promise, af the sanie age, began fa publish in

booksand in magazines, at home sud lu the
United States, worka whicb aroused among the

thoughtful clas a hope that, in spite of the

apparent absence of literary conditions in this
land, a miracle was about to be purformed aud

we were to have a Canadien Literature equal

fo that which England bad bad when bier pop-

ulation was what ours now ià. But in thia at

least, if would seem, miracles do not happen.
The note of hope becarne a note of depression,

of deapair, sud if wie hear arighf it is to-day a

note of irritation. Our authors askod for, not

applause, but common gratitude, for common

recognition, for fair criticism, sud they got

indifference varied occasionaily by gibes aud

sueurs. They wisbed to bu able to aay, "aet

home we are loved and praised ; if is not a

country whose historical associations, or moral

sud intellectuel conditions fill the soul until
if overflows with beaufy, pafriotism, beroism,
and wisdom, but the people realize ail this sud

f hank us for doiug what in the circumstsnces
cau. be doue; sud we work somewhaf sorrow-
fulIy within it may bu, but joyfully wifhal,

putting on a cheerful courage fill butter days
crown us." And this was not f00 much f0

wish sud fo expet. IIsd butter men offered,

these men would have been the first to accept
sud to recognize them. Noue such offuring,

nor likely fa, they lied the dlaim to the love

sud praise that lyrie poufs neud sud flouriah
upon. Whaf bas beau the result of ueglecf

sud indifférence sud worse 1 More than one

of our most prominent writers have ef t Can-

ada purmanionfly : in more forfunate climates

they may find the soil sud the atmospheru

more congenial sud more supporting : with

techuical skîll sud finish a young writer nmay

in this liberal age flourish almoat anywhere iu

somne duparfmouts of luffers, but alas the lyric

pouf is in mont instances as mnuch a producf of
the soil of bis native land as are wild flowers

sud forest trous. Imagine Herrick or Suck-

l+ng transplanted, 14.rns wifhout Scotisnd, or

Moore without Irelaud. Suverai, ýaccordingiy,
whiie remaining with us have soughf the, faine
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they deserve, in the American Maga, ' t
with a success which may wel remni d us h

our neglect of them is a sad reflectil ' h0sot-

Ovin tastes. These, our b stlPo

effecfed an annexation of best pot

Great Republic which. may be reg,

ously by those who serîously regard theP0

bility of political union. But are thOY 8tO&
with foreign wreaths ? They give ovidouc

times, pathetic evidence, that their h»Orto are

ours, and that they court a foreign " ý

rather to pique us than in the hope Of 5 tisfY-

ing themselves.'hee
If one strong man wouid Plant~ *' 0de

lute heroism the standard of Canadîsu r
pendence and swear to live and disa f0

ci tizen of an Independent nation,.dfni)

its unity with hie hearf's blood, liv -g 0 . r

ing if need were with his harness On hi'
surely even this people would enter

path of heroism, the only path of la ne,0
which can make men fit t. be called0 s 11
women wiio would be the motber of

But no, in an age when virtue and 01

merciai ambition agree f0 crush P o

when piety and cowardice inake c0If0"n" or

against the only means possible Of obod il

of preserving both virtue and n15

need not be supposed for a m ont1

least patriotic of civilizeid pepe 1V~$

life in its band and struggle to gr e

a drawn zword to maintain an OPen lb

that is the oniy route to great literatii'* <e

world is too old to shlow us f0 hOPe twgdI

shall achieve great works of art et g4

national struggles and sacrificese, andoti

sud palsied leaders will wisely peis O

the end, even if it could be rah h
warrant the means. No pole utgr
of independent nations ever had a l'ter&~ <bO9'

thy of the naine, and until the id.Wde8 0
patriofism, fromn being the flrst v'rtu ,a p5

hood, shall have become a crimfe SWe hA18

versai brotherbood, no naion Wifl <>0

great literature withouf indepe1de1<eO the g

If is true that if vie were Unitd~ to ipé

jacent Republia we should b. 01 i

pendent people but that gives us 1'>

in that great scattering demr tOCr. tbw

be neither the national sitieltrtm

esprit de corps in localities, tk
need s: sud at the best it would t's~ lt
years before the commercial baPlejjn
sufficiently remote for our ponterit,

voice as Americans.

What then is the outiook1  Our
doue what tbey couid in ever,.,p0.e_
have endesvoured to cultivate c o]0,

fhey have ignored our natille

desvoured, with charmiflg 81uc0e U4k
love the trees, flowers, cloud5,ad 0ý
and mountains, of Our beaut' fu .ol,
territory, they have evfe wso to40e

sense, triud annexation; an i

thuy seum to gay ihave don@' Vte

lute, " or "I 1 isten to the wav # » r

and rest me spart fro th. "fe o ga

fbuy write for themselvels, ,
haeno eut song, it cannflive bV g Ver

Philistine says, 's bu it if thons y bot

sons don't find poetry ver 'or Au
fer furn thuir fine talents f0 J'n' ot0«'g
where they really wOuld gef on
while." istr"

Bat aff or ail the situatlofl ing tro
if je sad snd heroîc to se. a tro"

lot is consistefltlY adverse, 1lie tbeo11

-Play, in the mlY gaines

-Il"


