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gystem of public schools for all time to ccme,
at the same time establishing the vicious prin-
cipleof Church-and-State connectioninthemat-
ter of Education. We feel sure, too, that
nothing could be gained in the direction of
peace by the establishment of the view for
which Mr. Ewart contends, for no one who has

 watched the development and trend of public

" ‘feeling in Manitoba can doubt that a decision
of the Dominion Government and Parliament
re-establishing Separate Schools inthe Province
would be the signal for a new agitation, in the
shape either of resistance to the enforcement of
such a decree or for achargein the Provincial
Constitution, which would far exceed in the
warmth of feeling aroused and in its injurious
effects upon the peace and prosperity of the
Province any such consequences which could
possibly result from the recognition of the right
of the Province toabrogate the Separate School
law, a rightwhich itnotonly claims, but has al-
ready acted upon. But while we thus frankly
admit that-our hopes are not upon Mr. Ewart’s
side, we are glad that he is willing to give us
credit for desiring to find out the truth, irre-
spective of such hopes.

Mr. Ewart’s courtesy entitles him to *‘ the
benefit of our next dream,” for which he asks,
however infinitesimal such benefit may seem to
his professional acamen. Turningour Jayman’s
eye-glass, to change the figure, upon the brief
paragraph which he has quoted as the basis

upon which his contention mainly rests, our.

attention is arrested by the words  right or
privilege in velation to education,” and we be-
gin at once to wonder whence such right or pri-
vilege is derived. That it is not bestowed by
the Constitution is clearly afirmed, if we
understand the matter, in the decision of the
Judicial Comumittee of the Imperial Privy
_Coungik- Thatit is not given by the former
. Agt of the Province by which Separate Schools
* were for a time es'ablished, seems equally evi-
‘dent from the fact that such Act has been re-
pealed and no longer exists. Mr Ewart has
himself admitted, unless erroneously reported,
that the right to enact cirries with it the right
to appeal, an admission 8o clearly in accord
with common senss that it is hard to conceive
how any reasonable person cairbelieve the op-
-posite, or maintain the absurd contention that
the right to Separate schools having been once
conferred by Provincial legislation, cannot be
taken away by the power which gave it, but
remains indefeasible and irrevocable. Unless,
then, this guess is very wide of the mark, the
situation ia that the Roman Catholic minority
of the Province of Manitoba having no right
or privilege in relation to education other than
those which belong to all cother classes of citi-
zens and which are fully' conserved by the
existing school law, no appeal against the pro-
visions of that law can be maintained.

CANADIAN LITERATURE.

At a Literary Clubin a city of the Western
Peninsular of Ontario, two or three years ago,
a gentleman occupied an evening by lecturing
on and reading from, the Canadian poets. The
members were all pleased and instructed, and
at the close of the meeting there was a gen-
erally expressed desire that we should hear
more on the same subject frequently. The
gentleman declared he had at home a whole

. shelf of Canadian poetry and that he made it
a point to buy every new book of the sort.
The incident illustrates the ignorance that pre-
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vails among well-read people concerning our
own writers, hut it shows also the interest and
even enthusiasm which might easily be aroused
for them if means were properly taken.

Of course Canadians assume a variety of
attitudes toward their own authors; some
patronize, some pity, some criticize, some ad-
vise, some praise unwisely, and the host are,
asusual in allcountries, ignorant and apathetic.
But it need not be questioned that while the
majority have either no opinion, or opinions
that any one less sensitive than a poet would
ignore with amusement, the saving minority
regard them with grateful affection and en-
forced admiration ; judge their work at its
average or its best ; criticize them with a due
consideration of the abominable and desperate
circumstances in which they ind themselves ;
pity, not them, but the country which has so
little to inspire them ; and advise them to
continue with what hope they can muster of
brighter days and happier recognition.

The whole matter of Canadian Literature
is little short of tragical : yet it can hardly be
called mysterious. A few years ago a number
of young writers of fine moral and intellectual
strength and refinement, of artistic insight
seemingly equal tothat of thebest in other coun-
tries, and moreover of poetic sensibility and
even power, as fine and as strong as some who
have attained the greatest fame have shown, in
promise, at the same age, began to publish in
books and in magazines, at home and in the
United States, works which aroused among the
thoughtful class a hope that, in spite of the
aprarent absence of literary conditions in this
land, a miracle was about to be performed and
we were to have a Canadian Literature equal
to that which England had had when her pop-
ulation was what ours now is, But in this at
least, it would seem, miracles do not happen.
The note of hope became a note of depression,
of despair, and if we hear aright it is to-day a
note of irritation. Our authors asked for, not
applause, but common gratitude, for common
recognition, for fair criticism, and they got
indifference varied occasionally by gibes and
sneers. They wished to be able to say, “at
home we are loved and praised; it is not a
country whose historical associations, or moral
and intellectual conditions fill the soul until
it overflows with heauty, patriotism, heroism,
and wisdom, but the people realize all this and
thank us for doing what in the circumstances
can be done; and we work somewhat sorrow-
fully within it may be, but joyfully withal,
putting on a cheerful courage till better days
crown us.”” And this was not too much to
wish and to expect. Had better men offered,
these men would have been the first to accept
and to recognize them. None such offering,
nor likely to, they had the claim to the love
and praise that lyric poets need and flourish
upon. What has been the result of neglect
and indifference and worse ? More than one
of our most prominent writers have left Can-
ada permanently : in more fortunate climates
they may find the soil and the atmosphere
more congenial and more supporting : with
technical skill and finish a young writer may
in this liberal age flourish almost anywhere in
some departments of letters, but alas the lyric
poet is in most instances a8 much a product of
the soil of his native land as are wild flowers
and forest trees. Imagine Herrick or Suck-
Bng transplanted, Rurns without Scotland, or
Moore without Treland. Several, -accordingly,
while remaining with us have sought the famne
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