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ground in the convulsions of death. Terror for a time i

ins'pires the weakest with strength, but each time one 1

breaks down the horrible scene is repeated. Dr. Nachtigal

tells that once when travelling in Central Af rica hie was

obliged to attach himself to an Arab slave gang, and thati

the drivers deliberately eut the throats of those who could i

net mardi ; and Cardinal Lavigerie informs us that bis

missionaries "lhave seen these mensters, boiling with rage,

. . draw their swords, with wbich they can cut off a

head with a single blow, and lop off first an arm and tien

a foot of their victims, and, seizing these limbs throw themn

on the verge of seme neighbouring forest, calling out te

the terrified treep, "There goes te attract the leopard î

which will corne and teach yen te march."
Captain Elton, in his 11Eastern and Central Af rica,"

says:- IlWhen hurrying through an inhespitable and

impoverisied district, the leaders of the slave caravan

could net stop te disengage tic fainting from the chain-

gang, but lopping the head abeve the ring cenflning the

neck, allowed it te roll out of the path, while the disen-

gaged body was kicked on one side with a curse on its

feebleness ; or, if feod failed, babes were snatched f rom

their mothers' arms and flun 'g into the adjacent jungle lest

they sheuld deprive even one stili healthy slave of tic

strength te proceed." In Livingstones journals we con-

stantly corne acress such entries as these :"I Whcrever we

took a walk, human skeletens wcre te be seen in every

direction." "l Passed a slave weman shot or stabbed
tirougi the body." " Found a number of slaves with

slave sticks, abandened by their master for want of food.",

Il t was wearisome te see the skulls and bones scattered
about evcrywhere,"

"lThe number of skulls," says General Gordon, Ilaleng
tie road is appalling. 1 have ordered the skulls which

lay about here in great number, te be piled in a heap as a
memento te the natives of what the slave-dealers have donc
te their people." lie great reads of the Saihai-a," Cardinal
Lavigerie bas told his hearers, "lare te be traced by the
belnes of slaves who have drepped eut of the ranks, or been
brutally slaugitered as feeble and useless by the slave-
drivers On their long marches down te the coast. t is,
moreover, affirmed as a simple f act, that if a traveller were

te lose bis way by any of the three great routes frein the
cast or north of Africa inte the interiorlhe might ind it
by tracing the bones and skeletons of these m iiserable
creatures.

To end the horrible traffic will be bard. As lias

recently been said : "lSlavery is a grounded and heredi-
tary tradition in many parts of Africa, and is almost
inseparable from the ignorance and ferocity of the tribes.
To crusi it eut time anci large ex pense are necessary. t
is net the work of a year; rather is it the slow task of a
a generatien. The main thing new is te stop the hideous
traffic that lias been the horror of the Dark Continent and
the infamy of its European protecterate. Tbis is tee big a
job for one nation. t requires the cooperation of ail thc
Powers holding African possessions, and the action of
Germany and England in forming a blockade practically
forces that cooperation upen Othe- nations, however
reluctantly France or Italy may en r inte the humane
alliance."-Illustraied Olri8ian Weekly.

READINGS FLGM CURRENT LITERA TURE.

CHRIST AND flvPeCRISv.

THE stcrnness of Christ was elicited in its highestdegree
by spiritual deublc-dealing, what we ordinarily caîl hypoc-

riya next, tlieug h net in sncb nncempromising termis, by
that open ceveteusnes s which is the obvions antagenist Of
aII spiritual life, and especially by that deadness te 1115

own Personal influence which indicated the supremacY Of

UnsPritual desires ever the hearts of the people ; and last,
and witi the Most passionate emphasis, whercver Christ

saw the Spirit 0' the werld creeping inte a lieart that had
ardently ewncid fis ewn spiritual authority, and tiat was
in reality at Bis own disposaI. In other words, Christ was

melst stcrn with those wlio made a pretence of being rehig-
loua ; stern, but net se stern, with those wlio did net even
make a pretence of it, whe simply passed Hum by as if Hie
Lad teuchcd ne spring in their hearts ; but lHe was most

disPosed te chastise, most disposed te wound deply,îce
cause H1e 55w in this case that a wound would be Most

spiritually effectual,-where a noble nature was in danger
of admitting into its most spiritual motives worldly aI]oys.
Where Christ could win by tenderness, lHe showçd it, even

amidet the agonies of the Cross. Wben tenderness was a

revelatien, lie was tender ne matter how great the force of

cenflicting motives miglit be. t was only when it became
necessary te cliaracterise j ustly the monepoly claimied by
the world ever the heart of man, that lis words becarne

instinct with the fire of divine denunciation.-Spectator.

THE DONIESTIcITv 0F SHAKESPEARE-

iDOMESTIC in ail bis habits and inclinations Shakespeare
undeubtcdly was ; the word "lhome " had a witcherY whici

was irresistible te iim, and anchored him te the Ilbaven

wberc lie would be," in spite of the contamination of "ltic

Bohcmianism ' that surrounded him in London during his

enforced absence from thIl"home " of bis youth and age.

The loves of husband and wife are aîwayS sacred te lifin

evenl the wanten Cleopatra realises that at length

Husband, I come;
Now te that name my courage prove MY titi ! "

Whatever may have been bis errors, bis failings, Lis flirt-
atins ithMitres Fttn o an -1-csct -c ae net
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inconsistent witi that truc basis of domcstic affection whicb.
lie ever reiterates and illustratcd nobly bimsclf by lis

calm retirement at thc iast amid bis family. Hie must

have been a domestic mnu in tic best sensc of tic word

who penned that cxquisite description o? tic caref nilieuse-
wife in Sonnet cxliii.:-

Le as a carefeul heusewif e run3 to catch
One of her feather'd creatures broke away,

Sets down her babe, and makes ail swif t despatch
In pursuit et the thing she would have stay,

Whiles her neglected child holds her in chase, etc

Ibis is net an inapprepriate digression frein tic drama
whose one redecming teuci is doînestic love, whcre Shake-

speare seis te have tricd iow far he could plunge a devoted
couple into tic bascst of crimps witiout witbdrawing, if

not our secret sympathies, at least our pity for thein ; and

tic more wc look into tic slight basis on whici bie built

that most pewerfully finishcd of al bis femînine ciaracters,
tic more are we struck witi bis carncst reverence and
belief in tic nobility inherent in a truc wifc. Lady' Mac-

beth bas tic grandest entrance, tie mest appaliing exit,

and creates ticernest fercible impression in tic fcwcst uines

of any of bis first-class characters.-Cornhill MUagazine.

eIPERATIeN ON A LION.

TuE fine lion Jupiter, at tic Clif ton Zoological Gardens
Bristol, whicb is nearly elevQn ycars old, iaving been cubbed

in tic Gardens in tic ycar 1878, was noticed last week te

bave a claw on tic lef t fore-paw grewing into tic flesi of

its foot, wbici was gradually laming tic animal. Thc lion
was evidently in pain, and it was deeîned advisablc te, remove

tic claw. The novel operation was perfor mcd on Saturday
morning, wien a close travelling cage was introduced inte

tic den, sud plsced against oeef ei sliding traps in tic

partition. Thc animal having been induced te enter tic
cage, it was removcd te tic fleer of tic building, and anotier
cageP but of different construction, composcdi solcly o? irea

bars, placed endwaysto tic door cf tic first cage, and tic two

firmly lasLed togetier. Af ter some littie trouble tic animal
was got inte the second cage, wiici was se narrow as net

te admit of bis turning round. 1leavy inci sud a bal?
planks were tien inserted bctween tic bars and tic lien
tightly wedged in. Up te this point lie huad submittcd

qnictly; but on tic introduction of tic planks hie splintercd

tbem up as easily as tiongi thcy iad been matchwood.

At last lie was firinly wcdgcd in, and a littie turne was givcn

hum te cool down. A favourable opportuuity for tic

eperatien occurrcd in a few minutes, bis paw bcing partly
tirougi tic bars. Thc iead keeper, 13lunsdcn, wio was

waiting with a powcrful pair o? nippers, seized tice pper-

tunity, and tic offending claw was promptly removcd.
Tice peration, whici was conducted by Dr. Harrison,

treasurer of tic Gardens, was absolutcly neccssary, as tic

claw bad already grown more tian bal? an inci inte tic

foot, aud would probably have killed tic animal.

STARVING A .JURY.

JURVMEN are botter off in tiese turnes tian in tic gond
old days wben it was tic law te endeavour te starve ticin
into a verdict. Lt is bad enoughi îow te bc put te, a less
of turne and moncy, witb little or ne adequate recempense,
witiout being stgrved or tined into tic bargain. Ln tic
eariy part of tic reign of Henry VIII., Lord Ciief-Justice
Reid tricd an action wicn on circuit in, which tic jury
werc locked np, but before giving their verdict had caten
and drank, wiicb tbey ail confessed. This beiug repertcd
te, the Judge lie fincd ticin caci heavily and toek their
verdict. Ln llulary Terni, Sixti Henry VI IL., the case
came up before tie full Court o? Q ueen's Bencli on a joint

motion te set aside tic verdict on thc greund of inforrnality
of trial, tic jury iaving caten wien tiey sbonld have
fastcd, and ucxt remit tic fines under tic peculiar circuin-
stances of tic case. Tic jury averrcd that ticy had made
Up their minds in tic case before tiey, ate, and iad re-
turned inte court with a verdict, but, finding tic Lord
Chief-Justice bad "m rn eut te sec a fray," and net knew-
iug when lie miglit corne back, tiey had refresiment. Tic
court coufirmed boti tic verdict and tic fines. In CiDycr'si
Reports "' a case is reportcd o? a jury who retircd te con-
aidler their verdict, and wîcn ticy came back tic bailiff
inforrncd tic Judge tiat sorne o? thein (wiici hie could
net depose) iad been feediiig whilc locked up. Boti bail-
iff and jury were sworn, and tic pockcts o? tic latter were
exarnined, wîen it appeared tiat thcy ail had about ticm
64pippins," of whici ",seme of them confesseoi tbcy hsd
caten, and others said tiey iad net." Ail wcre severeîy
rcprimnaudcd and tiose wio had caten were fincd 1 2s. ecd,
and tiose who liad net wcrc fined 6s. each, " for tiat tiey
had ticin in their pockcts."

CARLYLE'S WIFE.

"My father was very anxious for a boy. ie wasodisap-
peinted tiat I was born a girl. However, lhe brouglit me up as
much as possible as a boy. I wastauglit as a boy. When my

moter emnstatei e wuldsa, A eihten wlland

liher ever te yen, and yen can teaci bier ail a girl ougit te

1know. But Carlyle came, and it was forgotten. I did

1nt kow how te tack on a button wlin I got married,
but I could write Latin. When wc get marricd lie took

m 'e te a farin-house, far frein tic busy bants of men. A
strapping, red-armed wench waited on us. 'Lt is market-
day to-day,' said she te me eue day, bobbing in an uncouti
coui'tesy. CI amn going te rmarket; what mneat shaîl I get?'

I wss reading at ticeturne. 1'O, anytbing you like,' was

; iny replY. 'No, ma'ani, not as L like, as you like.' Wel

we decided on something. But thc cooking was execrable,
Day af ter day our dinner was uneatable. 1 My dear,' said
Carlyle gravely te me at length, 'l arn a philosepher, but

L must have butcher's meat properly cooked for dinner.'
L had a good cry after that. Tien gctting a ceokery book
L shut myseif up with my pots and pans, and seen imastared
the details of practical ceokery. Ln tic saine way with
sewing. Carlyle was away frein home, and 1 made him a

waisteat. Lt fitted iim perfectly. 1 was very prend of

it. 1 You want praise for it,' said hie, 'but this is only
wiat every wonman ougit te be able te do. Yen do net

want praise for doing yeur dnty.' But 1 did, theugh.
Now 1 amn happy te say I can bake bread, ceek a dinner,
or make a shirt with any one."

THE REASON FOR NON-CiIURCH-GOING.

THE Bisiop of Peterberoughi, England, in reply te the

dlaim that unattractive 'services and tee long sermons are
wiat prevent the Churci frein taking a greater hold on
the people, says:

"lUnattractive services 1 Long sermons!1 Those are

the things, it is said, tiat keep peeple away fromi church.
We are told :-I If yeu have enly an attractive Service, if

you only please the people in the manner of your service,

and only give tbem instructive and attractive serinons, you
will always have your churcies f ull?' One suggested short,
another striking, and another amusing sermons full of anec-
detes; another brigit music, anether short services, anotier
great services, as if wc kept a show, and were trying te

attract customers. Attracted by great services ! Were
tiey the attractions of great services that gatbered tegether
those disciples on the irst day of the week, in upper ciam-
ber, in f ear of their lives frein their enemies ' Werc they
attractive and brigit services that gathered togethier tic
slaves and outcasts of tic great Roman capital, as they
gathered, in fear and darkness, in the Catacombs te break
bread I Were they brigit and attractive services that

caused tic Scotch Covenanters of eld te go eut and wor-
ship Ged on tic wild hilîsides? hWcre they brigit and
attractive services tiat causcd tic old Huguenots te gather
together in secret chambers, dreaditîîg lest tho sound of

their hymns should reach tic cars of tic cruel and licen-

tieus soldicry ef a ty rant king?' No. What gathcred
those men together was this: They felt that tic life tliey

needed for their seuls tiey could tind nowierc cîse, and

they felt that tiey must perisi if they could net obtain it,

and tuis it was that drew thim together for communion."

WEODING RINGS.

IN connectien with wedding rings may be înentioned
the following curions notice in onc -of tic marriage reýgis-

ters of an Englisi churci: I"1882, Nov. 5, Christopier
Newsam, Charity Morrell: Cbarity Morreîl bcing entirely
without arms, tic ring was placcd upon tic fourti tee of
tic lof t foot, and sic wrote bier name in tuis register with

lier rigit foot." Tic marriage of Duke John (brother ef

Erik XIV., King of Sweden),' te tic Princess Catherine

(sister of King Sigismund Il. of Poland) in 1,562 gave

great offence te Erik, wio subjectcd tic royal pair te ter-
rible sufferings. Wben tic duke was cast inte prison, bis

wife Lad tic choice e? living in one o? the king's palaces,

or, if sic wishcd te accompany lber bnsband, sic was only

allowed twe maida witb bier in prison. Wien Catherine

heard this she cxclaimed tiat IlShe would ratier die tian

be separated frein the duke," and fainted away, When she
was rcstored, Goran, tic Imessenger of King Erik, asked

lier what sic had detcrmincd. Tic duchcss drcw lier
betrotial ring frein bier finger, and said,"I Read what stands
there." Goran saw tic werds ecgraved within it, Nemo,
nai mo78 (Nono but deati>. *ilI will remain by it," said
Catherine, and sic did 80, At tic marriage of Napolcon
I. with the Austrian Archduchess, upon recciving (ic

benedictien ring, lie asked, IlWiy did net tic Emnpress
Josephine give me a ring?" Tic reply was, Il'eccause,

sire, it is tic customn in France tiat only tic bridegreeff
gives the ring." Il Ah! " said Napoleon, Il tiat is good,"
and wiispered in M. Pradt's car, "lBut do yen know wby

tic woen redeive tic ring? I t is a custom foundcd on

the Roman law, which ordained that aIl slaves sliould wcar
rings; and, and as women are our slaves, thcy ouglit te
wear tuis badge of servitude."

A WRITER in a re'cnt number of tic Vienna Journal
of Railroads calls attention te tic fact that tic railroad
systein of Europe is practically complote, with tic excep-
tien of Turkey. Lt is ne longer possible to build trunk
lines that will net bc parallel te existîng lines or wîicL

will repay the investinent of capital. Money bas of late
years been gcnerally placed in thc building of branches
and feeders te tic main lines. As tuis outiet for capital
seeking investinclit is comparatively limitcd, tic writer
indicates that Asia and Africa wilhl be cncxt field for

railroad building. Tic Trans-Caspian railroad and the
iprojected Siberian trans-continental line sufficiently support
rthis observation as regards Asia. Ln Africa considerable

1pregress in the building of railways bas alrcady been made.

1Algiers already as 1,200 miles of railroad ; tiechcain of
1Englisi Colonies on tic Cape of Good Hope are connected

eby rail ; and tic Belgians will seen construct a road on
tic souticrn side of tic Congo whici will open up the

.interier. Surveys have also' been made on a railroad frein
»Suakin te Berber, about 280 miles, intcndcd te reacli tic
LSoudan and the navigable waters of tic Upper Nule. TLe
1Frenchi are now building a road from tic upper part of
itic Senegal river te the hcad waters of tic Niger, and

several other uines arc projected.


