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had been as masterly and as successful as its peineyrists suppose, what is tc
ho said about the rnorality 1Wbat is to be said about the inorality cf
flot only voting, for a pelitical purpose, that the e,,xecutioli Nas uujust, but
supporting the vote with a speech iu whiclî the principles of jurisprwIdeuci-
in relation te responsihîlity for criii-c werc twist-d1 into î-onforîîiitv withi
the strategical exigencies of the hour. We are net sayiug wliat Nfr.
Blake (lid, but what sonie of bis friend-i appear to tliink thait ie îid aid
applaud iîîî for hiaving doue. Suppo.e suchi a thilig bail b-en iloue liy
Sir John Macdonald, shoulil we flot hiavi- leu ail holding up our haiîîs
and turning up our eyes at bis unscruîiulousuess. WVhati-i'er Sir John
îuay bie, MNr. Blake is nothing if flot respectabile, aild a sinister service is
donc Iiini by crediting- imi witli even a skilful intriguhe. It iiiay lie ver-y
reactionary and illiberal on our part, lîut wei canuot lielp sayiîîg Chaît the
chances of the Opposition at the coinii1g electiou seî-iis te us to have sieii-
what declined. Thîis we sincerely lainent, froiii aul inilepeudit point of
vicw, because if we arc to havi- a party systein it is ab-iolut(I-y i-ssential
that parties sioulil lîî toleralily lialauceil aîîd that thi-re shoull lie ail
effective Opposition. \Ve know it is said, and piîrlaps wîth a good ileal
of trutb, that the great Reformn journal is still the BiMîle of efri-raid
of Scotch 1-bforiners above aIl. But it will surî-ly hoe a dîlicat- opiraticul
to slip iuito the hanîls of Reforniers, aud cf Sc-otchlî Rîforiiîî-r.4 aliove ail,
in place cf their Bible, a Missal, a Socialist Tract, aud at Feiîian Maîîifesto
bound together.____

MR. iMCLEL.ÂN'ti Iirst Budget will îîot hi- lookeil lack to as th(: startiîig
point of a ilew and hrilliaîît fiscal policy Chat shaîl si- the whî-els cf coin-
nierce rolling and lîeap up surplus afti-r surplus ii the, treasury. On the
centrary, it is a particularly dull atlàair, aîîd cii iiist coucludi froin it
cither that thie-w Finance Minister fias no woîîderful genius for finiance,
or, aa we prefer to tbink, that the wiiîgs cf goulus have heefi clipped te,
prevent it fron i oaring into dangerous altitudes cii th(e eve cf al (1exieral
Election. T1he whole Budget is, in fact, a continucum attveiipt to soften
dcwnl the bard Iiies drawni by a sts-rr fate on the firiancial <-aiîvas, aîîi to
put ofl' -till after the electionî-the evil day wbî-î tIi, sittilation shaIl I oî
faccd, and ack uowleîlgîd to the counîtry tbirougýlî t1i, iiiupopu lar iiiuîliiîiin
cf add itioxial taxatioxi Tli, ugiu and the Mc~lirIik-at titui- cf its
ex pou ni 1er, are, w e th lu k, a c h-ar iiidIicaLtion ChI at Si r .Joliii e xjîî -i-t s te have
reccîved et fresh lease cf power b>' the tiine the îîext statiîiint lias to ho
made after the enceuîraging re-suIt cf tho voeo i the Landry Motion a
dissolution wîîs te ho expected ; and the colourless, temnporiiug ubaracter
of the Budget now accrus te show that this bias heenl deteriined on.

STILL, as far as; it ge, the Budi(get statviiieîit is at satisfactory crie.
'1'le total ccsit cf the ReuI hýoui ougli t cîrtaiiily tc havi I i. brcuight te
accouiît in sone way, aiiî provision iiail, for thii iliciit it )lias alreaîly
causeil auîd will conitinue tc cause ; but, cii the, ctlîir lîndî, it is I,'gitiruate
inatter for congratulation, aîîî an eviili-îci cf gocîl car,-, Chat, apart froiiî
this extraordiruary expense, the i-xpeiitiit-ei is so iîîarly lialanoi-i h>' thuî
recu-ipts. UnIess, iîcwver, at pausi- is miadle iii the construction cf public
wvorks, this caniiot continue, espi-cially if Mr. Mceai' xp(cttîcli of a
decline in imports inte Manitoba auîd Britishl Columbhia hi- realizeil. As te
the few changes muade iu the tariIf, the, adloptionî cf the polariscope test for
sugar appearsï te he a ver>' desirable erle :sugar is now, liku tea, very îîuchi
cheaper thani it uscîl te be, and can wî-ll la- at fuill duty ; aiid this test,
like the substitution of specific for adl valoriem (luties, is the inist scieîîtiîic
mode of cellectiuig iîîîport diuties4. Where ad va/crun& iluties are iii use, th(e
burden cf taxationi rua>, per}iaps, lic distributeil more- equally ; but, oii thi-
other hand, specific diities, liesides atI'crîliig prctectioiî te îîcst iliercluants,
by ensuning the collection cf. ust (lues frein i-ver>' ene, tendî also te encour-
age tlîe consurnipticîî cf a bette-r qualit>' cf goods, aîîd are therefore desirall
on this acceuîît alone.

IT ia to ho regretted that the Minister cf Finance did net imîpose a
dut>' on tea and ceffee, and increase thiat ou tobacco aid liqiior. Whatevei'
result bis beekkeeping nia> show, there caîî be rie doubit that the deficit iu
the current revenue is growing ; aud a tax or increased taxes on the arti-
cles we have mentioned, while falling liglitl>' ou censuiiîers, weuld have
been one of the readiest ileans cf supplying tise deticiency. It is true
Governmnent hias just received a large sumn as duty and excise paid on
liquer and tobacco in expectatien of an increase in the tariff rate, thus
ferestalling an>' iunmediate advantage te the revenue that might have been.
expected from increased taxation ; but this, though it hias made a good
showing in the receipts, is onl>' a partial payînent iu advauce, and lu the
long run in ne way increasei the auîcunt cf revenue. It is truc tee that
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a gri-at quantity cf tea has been latel>' iniported te escape thi- expected
lut>'- but tlîis agaiîî i4 onlly a partial hess, and woulîl net have prcventcd a
lianihseiie increini-ut cf revenue frein this source duritug th(e coining year.
Ti-a wve beliî-ve tc hc ail article pî-culiarly ale te bear a lieavy iiport dut>',
apant fi-oi the teii per cent. changî-d on importations froiiî the- States. It bias
cf bette fallen iii price te a greater î-xteuît thsan au>' otlîî- article- cf geiseral
usi-, aîîd si-Ils iîow at little mûîre thain cîe-hialf the price- cf a fi-w years
age ; anîd a siniial lut>' cf five cenits a pouiii, whliclî wvouIld bi in ltree-
quanteýrs cf a miillion of re-v-eue, woulîl îot hav- bie appr-cial> fvilt b>'
coiîsuiiîers. Tea taken ii excess-as it us gerierally takeni i>' uc noieans
whlîeiseiie ; and th(e Finance Ministen woulîl hav- siicwî moure regard for
the poor iiiiau's true gocîl if hoe lîadilc-d it te eýv(i-i ai îîîuclî liglîer tax
thani that suîyqest, aiid rehiî-ved froiii taxationî instiai sucli articles as
raisins anîî currarits. Thîîse latter epia rc' n a iio4t Whicli-sciii aîrticle
cf diet to suchi ini-at-eati-rs ils <'iaiisarî ; tlîîy an- pieuliarl>' in usc
anion-î Eiîglisli-si-:îkiiig pi-cpl-, wlîc everywlcre taki- te tli as a natural
corrective- tc a iiat du-t ; aîîî if thi->, witlî cthîr ilriei fruiits, liai lîeîn siîb-
stituttîl ii the frî-î list for tî-a aîîd cofFi-i, lie injury woulil lii done te any
iii<ustry hiki-Iy ti) li î-stalîlislî-î live-, a vin>' largoî addiitioni te thereeu
svoiid hi- eltain-i, and theî coiîsuiîîptieu cf a far wîolî-sclier article of
di-t tlîaî tea woulil lii proioted.

Tlu- partial liftinîg cf the vi-il iii thse Railway t ciiitîeat Ottawa
last wveîk, tlireiyli a uîuarr-l between two Iiviîiers cvii- Chle Mortl- Wî-st
('i-titrtiî Railway Bill1, lias ri-v(iali-il oîîr Panl-iuiiii-ýiîtary syste-ii iii anl

cx trnîîly unrfa vou ral iIigliL t i t is i-v idiiiit Cha t ini îy 'iliniibers of Parlia -

ha-ilve bovei 1-a i l i a t ranîsact ion wliosî cliirai'tr wii ld ilhavei ersur-d
its hî-iîg r igilîly slîn î ii -d I y iiiii it tia p ropi-r seso-cf tClh-e nture of thocir
trust as ri-pri-sî-iitistivî-s cf tIti pi-upu-. NVitli tlîî îrgaiittioîî cf the
Non tii- WVst C-i itral Itail way ( loipaui>' thie pulic lias ili oi i i iciiii andî if
the, ( ollipaiîy wî-nî ccîupcsî-d cf privat- pinsons si-îkiiig tii gi-t pniivileýges
frcîuî (iv- n iiiii-i i t, the piulic wou i havi - o uc-iieen fi i i ler w itlî UC
quar-l Chetw î-îtI, prouinot-rs c ve î thiîr ex pi -tte profit ts. Ittit tlie case
is i piit,- ii tIit w hei-n thîsiý proii rns ar- oiî î-sîf ParI ii n t, whoî
ihave- ai -eîi iingly îus Celtiir oflbiial ,o.4i ticîî to ol tuîîî ixi i-an niIiiai-y cisnces-
sio)ns fcr tht-mai-I ,-s fi-o iii thii (i 0o -nîiiii-uît. Thoi iiti-nit - o, f the publ>1ie
la thon aff-ctî-d, auîd attention la strongl>' druswn towanils proîsîcters and
Goerrniî,nt ahiko. For bieta quarrel biitwiîeu two of tic proinoters,
accidt-itahly hi vuilgi-i, lias riivîaleg-ii uiiistakaluly that gross corruption aud
jobbery ,-xists wiîîrî- purit>' ouglît to pri-vail -a kîiowb-îlge tChat ia>' wll
cause- great unvasîii-s ni aîaruî, wiiuiu it is Cîuenu-,u hat, uiiuir tho
circuuîistaic-s, sî-arching inqiuiry 18 alinost iunpracticableî. Theb suspicion
forcis its,-lf uponr us, iiideil, Chait if the l>îriaiuî-tîîry sci-il, ceuld ho lit
u p muiore gi-ri-nlly, niai y cthe- scanaiiusl of thoî sa ie c-iaraî'te-î uîiglit bc
c-xpos-î. i F.owi-vi-r, to icii siîîî-u for thii,i ucuuî -ît whiat ]lias aIl rial> appuîared,
coie woulil 11k, to kiiow wiiat kiiowlîil(gi- (if aîy ) Mr. MeL-athe Finance

hiitr ail cf the luargaiiig l,îtwe-,n Msrs I-eatv aii \Vood wcith,
spart frei thei livi- Iutt,-rs Mn. \Vcoil wortli says lie hîhls andî wiiich show
thi- nature of thie liargain ; :dso wiîat knowl-dg- Mn. Noiqua>', the M auuitolua
Pr-îinii-r, auid a niieuuber cf the Board, 1usd cf it ; andî furthîr, it would
ho iitî-re-tiing tc lie- inforîiid cf tue î-xact ni-asoiis for th(e ilieticri cf Mr.
Tupp-n, auiother M.P., te the Board, without lus kniowleuhigiý-viî-thur, in
fact, tItis liaîl auy îuf,-reuice te possible ail tChat lis fatiier, the lili Coin-
inissioner, iiiiglit rcuffir the financial sclîoîîîs of the- Comipaniy lu Eligand
Thli country iii fontunate ilui aving al itat(-sian cf Mr Bilake's cliaracter te
watch over its inîterests, and itiake sunob inqîîiries ; andii it ia>' hi- expi-ctî-d
li will îîct iîeglect te do su ; but thiat lie wilI gîut ail> full anîl satisfactory
rcphy we hiar(ly expect. XTet, as lieii îost justl>' salî, it heheooves us te
kîîew who profited by tlîis transaacticn, aid wliat lie was te do iu returu;
and, if bue is a M-uiiher of the llouse, te ask bcov sueli dealirîga cerupent
with the indepeideiice of Parliaint. It is uuifortuiîately true thiat Parlia-
muent lias proceedi-d upon a wliîlly vicions prnciplo iu refere-ice te thiese
,enterpris-s, iii recoguîiziîîg it as puoper thiat Me-iibers of Parliaiieuit shonld
have te <ho with tliert iii ais> capacit>' iii whiclî tise acts cf (Ioverineîint are
likel>' te affet their persousal interests ; for iii thîls wva> lias the public s-nse
of the wrcng'fulness cf such tranîsactions hi-corne blunted. Tise obtaiîîing cf
p-cuîiiary faveurs front Gevernicuit is reailly an offi-ice which, iristend cf
being "recognized," ouglît te o bcfchîowed by expulsion freini Panhiarnent;
te receive sich advantages frein Goveruuusi-ut is uothîing else than taking a
persenal bribe tc vote in a certain wa>' ; and of the twc niethoda cf bniber>'
we cannet sec that Sir Robent Walpohc's direct iînethod was one whit more
iflagrant than this indirect eue. At au>' rate, beiîîg plainer te see, it wcuhd
be casier te cure.
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