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is general]y supposed that memibers muet be preserit for thirty days before they
are entitlcd to their sessional allowance. Noîv the fact is that manly of flic
M.P.'s may be prescrit tile thirty days, yet they may flot be in the Hlouse. If
a member goes to flhe J-use itine for a division lie is ail -i-],igt. There may
bc on]y liaif a-dozen divisions dnring the session, and thec members may spenci
their timie between flie smoking-roern, the bars, the dining reom, or Ili town,
anyîvheî e but in thc flouse, and yet If they are ]ifintie for thic division it
couints more than if they liad attended to their business. Bit tfins 1 thec way
ouir laws are niade, anci I suppose 1 may paraphbrase John lirighit and say that,
the first 2o6 men îvho pass doîvn St. James strecet could make our laîvs just as
well as the rnen for îvhorn ail tlie trouble of elections are gone throuigh.

THE POLITICAL DESTINY 0F CANADA.

BX JAMES iLITTLE.

1 was fai oured, soine twelve months ago, îviti tlie use of the coluinns of
the SPECTAI oR te brillg to the notice Of its readers thec financial and other
rneasures by xvhichi the country had been brouglit to its then deplorable
condition, and the necessity that existed of a change 1i1 ouir political existence
if Wve vould ever niake Our îvay out of' the Slouigh of Despond in which ive had
been for su miany yeaîs forced to fieunder, and ]in which se uîany thoutsands of
our business men) had sunk ont of sighit. 1 suibsequiently had thc niatter
reprinted from thle SPr r sTca, i pamphlet f-orm, for public use.

I shoîved liow Confederatioîi, wlfrh tvas broughit about by our- sq'îai blinIg
party politlcian,ý, had forceci tlic countiy v ito au cxpenditui c of $36,ooo,ooo in
building and eqnipping tlie I îiter ýoloniaiýl Railivay, w'hi h fa Ils ir short cf
paying runn ing expenses, anîd is lin fact wvoîsc t han a dcaid l)ss to Ille couintry,
xvhich lias to inect hoth tliat loss and tlie interest o11 i ts ('st. 1 also sîoxved
lîow flie country biad becui forcecl by Confederation into thc îvild, craiy and
ruinons undertaking of butilding a riayaci oss the continent--an uindertaking
sure to fill Ill) the nicasuire of ouir financial diffth uiles to ovc-riloýiîg, if not bring
about the repudiation of our- whole national obligations_ and titis, toc, Mville
it is admitted lîy tlic Governmiient there is no real necessity of' spending a dollar
on snch a road to facilitate fie settlement of the North \Uest, xvhichi is made the
pretext for its construc tion, and wvhich, it is clear, must uiltimately result ini the
muin of the farîning initerests of Ontario and Qt uec. lut a pamiphlet publishied
by the Dominion Mi\nister of Agriculture, and ai attereci hroadcast cx er the
country, ive are tcld: ý'hen a settder arrives at Quebcc lie cani go via
Chicago and St. IPaul, in thec United States, by rail, or lie cati take tlie railivay
fromn Quebec to cither Sarnia or Collingwood, xvhere hie lias the choice of two
steamiboat bnes te tlic port of Duluth at thc head of ILake Superior ;froni this
point hie ivill be conveyed by rail ail flic way te Manitoba." The above extract
infornis us that tbere are tîvo routes actually in existence leading, with thic
Ilitercolonial Railxvay, from the eastern extremnity cf the Doeminion te Manitoba,
one cf which, is ail rail, itnd thec other rail and steamiboat .And in flie face cf
this tile people cf Ontario and Quebee, and tlieir children after theni, are te lie
saddled ii a dcbt cf untold scores cf millions cf dollars te bUild a raillvay
noc more necessary tlîan tlie fifth wheel te a coach. But it will fnrnishi ample
mneans, for inany ycars, to provide fortunes for thec political supporters cf cur
rtilers, xvhichever Party mnay be lin peiver-a inatter cf parainount necessity
in the management cf Otur public affairs, ne matter xvlat tlic censequences te
the tax-paying people. Our Agricultural Minister continues te fnrther enlighten
lis in tlic pamiphlet referrcd te. Ife inforîns us tînt thec ceuntry--the North-
West-posý@sses thr-ce theusand miles cf navigable rivers, the Red River and
Saskatchewan alone furnishing a thotmsand miles, a distance cqni.l te that
between tlie cities cf Quebec and Chicago, and suflicient cf themselves te
afford roon f'or immigrant settlers fer lialf a centLury to Comle ; and yct, notwith-
standing snicb favourable facilities fer tlie settlement cf millions, yen are te be
taxed for tlic building cf xvhat the Governmiient cail colonizatien railvays along
those navigable streamns and througi thec interier. But this is net the xvorst cf
it, se far as Ontario and Quebec are concernied. l'le Minister gives us tlie
MTost glewing acceunts lie could gather from interested parties in tlie North-
West and our- late Governor-Genral-a head master in thec art cf humbuggery
and soft seldering-cf its immense crops, richness cf soul, salubrity cf climate,
and illimitable dimensions, highly calculated and evidently intended te create
feelings cf dissatisfaetien in the minds cf tlic farming comnmunity cf Ontario and
Q uebec xvith, their lot, and induce ail îvho cati te pull up stakes at once and niake
their îvay te tlîis agricultural Eldorado--a course whicbi thensands have already
taken-thtisaiîîs continue on tlic mnove, ancd preparations are being made for
a more extensive exodus on the epenling cf navigation, and cluring the summiner
mOntbs,. "l t is calculatecl," lie says, Il that îvben thec branch of ril'<vay, new
under contract te 'Ilthnder Bay, is conipleted " (anotlier railway at yonr
expense) " wlicat niay be taken fromiX' Wnpeg to Mfomtreal for 15ý centî a
bushel, anid tlience te Liîverpool by ocean steamers l'or io cents a bulsill more.
It is futrther estimiited that it mnay be delivered by tlie fariner at WVinnipecg at 55
cents; we have thus tlie fact cfwhveat from Manitoba on tlie wharf at Liverpool
for 8o cents a btslel." The Governor-General is aiso made te congratulate

youi in bis speech from flie Throne, "on rie cîiimber <if settîci s who ]lave
during tile past year coi-e into tlie Nortii-West from tflecocher provinces oif the
Domiion." Here you are shown, ye farmners cf Ontario. and ail xvho are
dependent on yeur industry for a livinig, that tlie Manitolian is able to deliver
your great staple-xvheat-at a profit iii Liverpool nearly as chenu as yeni cati
deliver it in yoeur oxvn barnis at home, and yeni are not onl v mnade te lînild
railways, entailing a heavy tax on your industries te enable thema te do so, but,
as if in meickery, yen are cengratuinted by tlie Government thiat Ontario aîîd
Quebec are being depopulated te that end. Even yonr new iîidustry cf cattie-
raising, xvhich yeni are looking fornarcl to as a mneans oif lifi ini voii out cf yotnr
dificuities, yeii are toild is to lic rcndcred fruiiticas i» y attle i;lisling and faittenting
avithout exîîense cii tile pîrairie gr asses of tlie Nor tii Vcsi. .\nd ail flins whille
yen stand stupidly leeking oi at l)eiig mnade thc lîroineters <4 your oxvn rtini.

Anether improductive rnamm-oth. (itlay entailed on tlic country by con-
federation is tlie enlargement cf the WVelland and St. Lawrence Canlais. 'l'le
original cost cf these canais ivas $r 9,000,000 the less in interest silice they
were biîilt, $32,ooo,ooo, aîîd ive are now enlarging themn at a cost cf $3o,ooo,-
000 nmore, iii ail $ r,oo,ooo, to furnisli chieap1 transpe ta tien to thl grain
groxvers cf tlie North-Western States, and enable tliem te compete xvith otîr oîvn
farmers in foreign markets, and te surrini upxhat Confederation xviii cost the
coritry in the items cf canais and raihvays and tlie North Wcst territory alonc,
We bave:-

The cost of the Intercoloî,ial Raîihvay. ............. ..... ........ $36,000,o00
'Ihe enlargenient of the canais ..... ...... .................. ... 30,000,000
'Fli cost of the NoYth-W T

est Territory ........................... 1,500,000
'Flie estinlaced cosi cf the 1'acific and Colonizion Rafflways, with

rolling stock, celuipicnts, -c., w hi, c onipk It.. .... 15o,0o0,o00

lAking to the dehit cf (cfdîaiî............ ....... ..... $217, 500,co

''ie interest oni cvery cent cf xvlicii, îviîi hlf as mucli more to ilneet ruLniîiiig
expenses and repairs, iust come oît cf tlic peckets (<f tlic toilers iit iindus-
tries cf flic country. Anid flie Press, being shackied to thîcir respective party
leaders, !Messrs. Browvn und Mncdoniald, who, iii a fight for powier, forced Ccii-
federation on) Onîtario and (2uebec, aliet tini, reckicess sdîuaiidering cf moiîey,
and flic min it must ciîtail on tlie country, and îîet ait liiicipendeiit voice îs
raiseci in Pariiamnît, iii the interest cf tlie tax payers, or iii protest against so
suicidai a policy.

Otur presenit taxation exceeds that cf the United States bv 2o lier cent. - it
ainentits t(i ene third tlie experts and manv millions more tiian the profits on
tlie xviî'e industries cf tlie IDonminion, a conidition oif thiiîgs xvhiicl no
counîtry, iîy more than anr individutai cati long stîstaiti, and xvhen WCe hlave
finishied our present undertakings, genieral bankrtiptcy nmust be tlie result.

But we arc nowx assured by cur rulers and those who support tbemn that
the day cf our prosperity is noîv in full anri permanent blaze-that Il tlie
avinter cf Our discontent is made gioriotîs suninier " by a National Policy, gced
demnamd, and laigli prices for the prodtîcts cf bcth field and for-est, but no
mienticon is niade cf the large amuit cf borrowed mocey tlie I)om-inioiîlbas
spent cii canais aîîd railways, amîd Ontario and Qntebec omi the latter ciass
of xvorks iii tlieir respectiv e Provinces, amcuinting togetlîcr te at ieast forty
millions cf dollars, and encughi cf itself te have set tlie Nviels cf indttstry ina
stîccessful nmotioni iii botii Provinces, aiîd surely, liad tliere hîcen a sjîark cf
vitality iii Our condition, the tèortuitous circunstances cf gccd crcps, good
prices, and the expenditure cf se large ani amouint cf nicney îvold hav'e
galvanized it itîto active life ;btît, in tlic face cf ail titis, and the Ministerial
flctirishi cf trunîpets of a great boom in ail Our industries, xvhat de ive lear ?
A avail cf distress and cemplaimît conies ui) front thic Atlantic Provinces, roils
across the Continent, and is ecbced back fromn British Colinbli cii the Pacific.
Thse Eastern Provinc es coropiain tînt they are alint ont freni a narket for their
crops cf cats, liay, potatees, &c., or, if iiiarkete.d, it îîuîîst lielit hinif thîçir valne,
and their adult population are forced teeptiate tiîeîîîs e at tue rite of a
thousatîd a îveek, te secure a living iii tlic Uited States," aîîd British Colunm-
bia says : "At tic tinie bias business beemi iii suds a state cf depressiomî %vith the
imievitable bankruptcy cf the whole country imminent, uiless tbat long-wislîed-
for undertaking, the Pacific Railway, is commemîced. On it depends the
saivation cf the Provinîce. Unless a portion cf tlie fine cii fhici3nrraid Inlet
rotute is put tmnder construction, tlie insoivency cf every nian iiith fin ltet ior
avili ensme as a coiisequience." Aiîd se, te kecep this valinable apipendage cf
twxelve te fîfteeîî thousand fishiermen aîîd mimiers froin baniîki pîcy, Hisrtiiîting
the Confederacy, and transferring theit ailegiluice to thc Î!îîited States, %xe at
once set about expending from twelx-c te fifteeîî miîllionîs of dollars---a thoiîsnnd
dollars a piece for cvery mnit, ivomitan and child liiftle i oimîiice-in building a
raiilvay frein Bnrramd Inlet, 127 mîil oIs long, te tlic Roi-ky Nfoulita ins. to enable
tien te freiglit their gold dust te tlie seaboard for siiiict to 11Le iluint at
San Francisco, nnd thiis sav xc fion iinsoiveiîcy cx'cr) <in i te 'Illeiim
'l'ley are also cahliig for dry docks, graving docks, fin lific;i 'ns- &c.t 1 i iiect
tilent from thie Russianis, iand I ofl uîiîsîolgl)- iligt: it l 'S ir Jci milE 11< c illese
works iii abeyaR e tilI th;e Ilui iaid Iiîlet i ailwny is bnlt toi il ,e ,îviitt

cf tlîeir lieavy freiglitage, as it nîay keep) tbern in the Dominion for a fco '< cars
longer xvbile tlie ivorks are h)eitig constructed.
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