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iac-tive linilder oi thie absotte iecessity nfi usiîîg
ve'possible precauition againat fie kîown tuî

modemn building science, Tt proves tiiet a steel
't-aîtie nnd brick slie] dlocs not constittae firepoouf

>-nsfruefioii and that tiiere la n at difference ha.-
f wecn the so-cnled cheap attcnipt et fireprnnfing a
building and mnking it nbselutely firepreof.

We also have in tiîis.fire, another warning tlîat
fllc inere uise of certain niateriala, incombuistible lu
lleuîsclvea, lacs not eonntitute firepreof coustruie-
flon. Tiiese mafterials inust ha asscmbled lu ant in-
1.Iligeîît nîcunanr, otherise their effeetivetiasa la iot
ii]'impaired luit n tise seuse of atcurffy la ceat-

cd auîd a step backward la nide cnc-lcflnié fluaf auucb
îî,îacîcutific construction faits and lispires lu the

amiuîda cf flic untlinilcinig flic idea that there is no
sichi thlîig als fireiirnof construction.

The Parker building iras a twelrc-storey struce-
titre. 165 feet highi, an average of 14 feet per fleer.
ils ground dimensions heing 150 x 121 feet. Ifs
strucýtural parts were of casf-iron colnna. girders
15.iîîclî. 60-poîîuid I benms 15 feet loiig. and thic

c-ross heans were 12-lochi. 40-pond 1 hens '20 feet
long. aud 4 ft. 6 incb nd 4 ft. centres. Thie floor
nichles were of 8-inci .semi-poroîîa, side construction
luollow filc. set 1 1-2 inchea hcelow the fianges oi flic
lins. but these fiancres were nt coi'ered with tule
nr iras tliere any tule protection to tlic gir-dera.

Neifie iras tixere ny tule irai! furring. The faners
irere of Wood laid ou Wood sicepera. fillcd lu ii
a chman cinder conerete. The cireular enst imn
comuai 'rare ineased iu a 2-lueli porous terra cotte
coveriug. Soine of the partitions irere of 3-incli file,

hlûcha wibe sonie Were of Wmood.
Thîe floor openings cnmpriaed twn sels nf staira

anîd elcî'ators, whîchl irere uiinelosed and npein ta
Ilile floora, cxcept for hiall partitions. micili iverc pari-
lY ferra cotta H1ocha and partly Wvood cloors and
pllain, glass. Sonte oflice Wincdows w-crc protcted
ýv-itlI iron ahunttera. Thli tire appliauceas eonsisted of
ii' îîaila. a 2 1-2 inch sfaudlpipe writhlî bse counee-
tions anîd n w atelunan.

Thfli act thiat flc lnwcr finuigea o? ihap I T nn
%lere un pr)iotcctcd iras inii saI? su lileiiýit i n Clooîii
Ilie structure. A quarter centurY ago. wcli iîrclîca

nf ordiinari bricks- belw~een steel
1>.l I 11<ER beainis reie tch flc est that
Il,fiTl DIIN'G cuild lie doute. in fireproof coisfruc-
P'A I? PO.i tioen. flnor-heaîii fanges werc lcft

I'11PflR>0P. bale becanse un irai' ias kuolwn o?
pmofccting llîei. Tt is ir'eiu

Iliat flic preccdeîit o? f.liaÎt *lav slîould ho inade ami
"Nueat flic present tune for tlie erretin o? strîic-

t1r,' ilîiehl prefeîîd to lie proof aga1iIaf the aftîck
"tr lire and aire not.

Bvrn - eliiineer mnoira tliat; flic striîwfili nI' n
Ilîalî delîeuida solely ou, flue, al t?n ifs loer- aidle

'i(si't. tensaion amid know-s alsn tliai alievl lueafît(d
-"'e al feliperafuirc ni soine 6010 dlegreca raidily

ifs strenetlî. Bren belon- 600 dcgi'oî' thon'e
r u'dîîctioîî iii elastic lîifil of abliît 4 Per' cciii.
* eu' 100) degrees risc ii feîn pe'a tilil'.

Tt is a inisioner. fierefore. fe caîl al Iqlîiiîî
ý.IPron?' ' rlieli lias a ateel fraime w-ifh thiel.'iou

-~'of ifs fioori'nîcuibers expoaed tn lic afIi no'
ft. Suicl a buildiig lias. o? cour-se. ali adval a'e

f1liat thie structure ifacîf la not conibustiblhe. T?
<'alitants o? flc buJjiln offer liffle for flic fgantes

r eedî iPoil. siiehi al building iniglit pasbyce
'?h ai moderate tire witliout aerinii mules. ainice

fk ietill Of the beain ivill for a tinte condutet licat

nsvay fromit the lîw'ee tlaigu'. Ilowver, flic additionî-
al ceat ef suitiibly proetig the heni flanges 18 s0
sînait thiat lno valid excuse for omittîng it eau be

Tlhe building svns origiîîalty iiitended for an
îoffice structure, luit iater iras turiied info a mnuî-

faetîîring and iw'heleaale bulilding. Tt la this shiff-
îng in elasa cf oceupaney o? n building whiclî ia a
source of oine cf the bnd fentures cf botb present
and piopnsed buiilding codes% and is fli canlse ni
îîîny o? oîîr niost disastrotîs lir-es. 'fie occuîpanîts
îreo al billiard-table ennemer, aut iupbolstcriag con-

pany. eîuhroelries, rige . book puiblislîiig, fuiriiituire,
peint.iîîg eatalîlishimcnts, engravers, etc. Bates of
ics aud o? excelsior and o? baui, gasatomes. nii-

lhne lyes. aîîd alcelial, gas bloîr pipes, nîîîîenliîîg
fuiriîaices. ether, guinettoni, acida, and suehi combusati-
bles eonstituîted snme nf flic niaterials stered aîîd
iised oi flic prenîlses. 'fli building iras ncarly ten

>,cars nid and its ironden flora and îvoedeîî sîb-
partitions irere beuntifuilly seakced îrith oil.

Ti:e lire stairted. it is sîîppeaed, about 6 o'elockz
iii flic vening, îîaar tlic rear clevator suit ou the
luth fnacr but iras net diaenvcred uintil 8 o'elock.ý
w-lien it iîad speend to the aixthi finor. Lt coîîtinîîed
tn exteîîd uihiindcred to fic îîpper floors. parfiy by
iray oflie îriidoirs luit priiieipally*' flîrcîgi the
elemator and atair slîats. At 9.30 o'eloc a col-
lapse occuirrcd, eaused lis a eylinder press falhiug
frnn flic leveuîth floor to tlha bascmcîîf. îîîîforfîîî-
afcly eaîsiîg flic deafli of flîrce îîîeî, iîîjîîrilg a
dîîzeî mairc, minI iiiipcriliiig iicarly fifty. Ili flic col-

l apse. iîurîîiîg debris iras earried dorm to flic base-
mencît f roni flic fiftli flfor and thlîîî coiîleted fli1P gîît-
tinîg of flic entire buiilding flic firemen beiiig unî-
abîle (0î get ivafer ahîmîve thîe luthl finor, aîîd flic lire
lîad to i'irtuiallyV bîîrîî it.seif ouf.

Ssay if is aînîiply% a reiferafin of tIhi lcssouii
tlîat have lîccî giveui in i n nîy o? flic more disas-

troua recent cnîflagratioîîs. tlînt
TESON FOR? slîînld be lîedcd hi' Oilidian1 an-
CAI ÎNA DTAN ciiior' anîd aeelîiteta îîpoîî w'lîse
.1 RiCIITECZ'S, slîîiilders resis flic re.spoiîsibihity
1b'NGIiNEEJS. foi- the sfability nf flic biiildiiias

ofith flic uiada i mu iiidred >ecars
lii ie. WVe lii eai.iru to profit lîy flic iiiistalces
ift? <tue iieiglîlîr fu iflic sntit if ire erer expeet te
liiil e1 nîlatin tiia t wîil I hîecnîe coîîîiiercimillY greaf
our puliticalli' stroîîg.

'rlîisc eui fii'es lîaî'c deiiieistrated fliat tlîe
iimr e i f inombiustible iaferiails îuîay pî'emcîî
fttal destrîuctin ni a buiiding it.self but if.tlînae
iiiaiurials liniever gondl flic>- nia>' he. are nof put
luigeliuer prnpee1' flie coniteni oflice building are
dooii and< flic atr'ucmture ifacîf eaui ha daunaeed ail]
flie wa * irni 5 fo 90 per eîît. ni ifs enat v'aiîe.
Tiiis blin1ig wns li iflle stcp iii uii îîie ni ifs sf111

u'ldî' bcie îîîilu ti e ai cel feranue mund w'eed-joiated ai-
f*a r. 'l'lie bli leos <if I h L la test vietîim to nl fol islî
rcoi'i vli ii 'uuoglî t 10 sa e inoliuey b)* N' ic viiig flic steel

wvîrk, iiuiiu'oteeted andl net doing flic otlier fhiioga.
Iiîmîft aili tiuîîe as w'ell as t1mw were kînîrn te be

oseuiliii flic prnper conistruictin o? a iailir tire-
urrouf iuuiliîi. Thicy suuceeeded in ''sariug" per-
lîîinq foir o? fuse fhînuîaand cldollarsanud flic inaurance

mUljusiu'ra are at iri îîpnî al bas fliat sill eliîab
iij ie f0oi~hihI ver $1.500.000. WVise conemi'.

ah roI i'.
Tlîo. ofrcrbidn ra feecaae cenatrue-

tiuiî muid flic tliomi-oheilyý firepreof building is ai an-
nI ler huit as bad ns if la and partially destructible a.-


