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Old as the discussion on the
subject of competitions is, it has
still a practical bearing as long
as there are competitions, for they are always imper-
fect. The Province of Quebec Association has made a
contribution to it in the ** Code for the Conduct of
Architectural Competition” agreed to at their recent
Convention. They take what seems like a step back-
wards, in declaring the ‘¢ limited " competition less
commendable than the ““open.” The ground taken is
liberal—that it serves the promoters,purpose less well.
But that has also been the ground of the objection
usually made to open competitions. It is more pos-
sible to get the best men to compete in an invited (and
paid) competition. But the P.Q.A.A. have endea-
voured to give the open competition a better character
by stipulating, first, that the Assessor is the proper
person to fix the amount of the prizes—so that there 1S
a better chance of the prizes being fairly remunera-
tive—and, secondly, requiring that the first prize shall
not be merged in the commission for carrying out the
work, but shall be given in addition to the proper fees
for this service. There is precedent for this; and it
has reason on its side, for competition drawings do
not take the place of working drawings. The whole
process bas to be gone through again, in different
style, and usually altered in form. The successful
competitor, in fact, though he gets the commission,
has to pay heavily out of it for the expenses of the com-
petition. If, as seems inevitable, every step in the

P.Q.A.A. Code for
Competitions.

process of making competitions attractive has to be
made by the profession which hates them, this is a
good step to make ; and the public, which benefits,
had better recognize it as such.

Like all good things, this inven-
Veocuum Cleaning. .., {5 obtaining continually
wider application. In London, which is probably the
cleanest city in the world, both indoors and out of
doors, the vacuum cleaning machine is to be seen con-
tinually, throbbing at the front door of flats and resi-
dences ; and, for the cleaning of the large interiors of
public buildings, the system seems especially designed.
Formerly the cleaning of a cathedral meant displacing
with long mops as much dust as could be touched, and
gathering up as much of it as reached the floor. The
vacuum tubes are much more thorough, as they can
reach wherever the mop could reach and enter the cre-
vices better; and the dust does not appear at all—ex-
cept in a closed receptacle in the machine outside the
building.

New York finds the particular application ot the
vacuum cleaner, characteristically, in the office build-
ing. In the new Times Building all the rooms are
piped to the machine in the cellar. Appliances for
all cleaning purposes—sweeping floors, taking dust
out of corners, from narrow spaces under furniture
from chairs and tables and even clothes—are on hand’
and can be fitted to the pipe system as easily as thé
parts of a fishing rod are fitted together ; and a signal



