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. NEWS, OF THE WEEK.

_.\We have dates from Lurope up to thre 2nd inst.
by the steamer, Union.; the news is of little interest.
The Russians are -abandoning Bucharest, and are
taking up a position on the Sereth. A council of
war, at whicli all the Generals.of the Allied Armies
“assisted has been held at Varna ; an immiediate expe-
dition against the Crimea las, it is said, been deter-
mined upon. From the Baltic, we have nothing
new; but it now seems certain that Sir- C. Napier

will not dash his head against the granite bastions of

Cronstadt. -The operations in that quarter will, for
the present, most likely, be confined to a striet block-
ade of the Northern ports. )

A slight republican emeute at Paris had led to the
arrest-of. some of the ringleaders. At Madrid tran-
quillity-has been restored. ‘The Queen has accepted
the-terms proposed by Espartero, whose star is again
in the ascendant; and the triumph of tlie insurgents
is complete, until the next Revolution.

.~ By the America, we learn that the Russians were
evacuating Wallachia, and that Omar Pacha was ex-
~pected at Bucharest on the 21st ult. Cholera had
made its appearance amongst the British troops.—
The Times anrounces that an attack is about to be
made on Sebastopol by a body of 80,000 te 100,000
tnen —French, British, and Turks. :
“The « Capadian Legislative Bill” passed its second
reading in the House of Commons on the 4th inst.

, TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

" The commencement of -the fifth volume of the
Trus, WiTness furnishes.us with an appropriate ce-
casion, -of which we gladly avail ourselves, to say a

. few-words to our friends upon a subject upon which,
" ms a‘general rule, we care nol lo dilate. We will

Chien take this opportunity to “say a few words boldly”
to our friends, about ourselves, and the policy which

" we have hithertd purssed. i

Aud firsi, 1o our subscribers would we return thanks
for the substantial support, and cordial encourage-
ment - which we have received from many amongst
them. In common with our brethren of the press,
we “have to complain of the dilatoriness of some, in
paying up their subscriptions, and of the consequent
incoavenience 1o which we are often esposed. But
ss our City collector is abount to call personally onall
wlo are in arrears—and as an interval of, in some
cases three years, has clapsed since we last heard
from some of them—we trust that Le will be favor-
ably received, and that the amounts due to this of-
fice may be at once paid up, without further trouble,
either to ourselves, or tothe delaulters. To our dif-
férent agents throughout the country, our thanks are
' To their
lind exertions we are indebted far many new names
oni onr subscription list, and confidently liope that we
shall be indebted for many more. :

 Itisa less pleasant task to speak of ourselves, and
. e policy which the True Wirxess has pursued ;

but a few words in explanation of the one, and inre-

* T ply to certain personal attacks upon the editor of the

"rur WiITnESS, will, we trust, be allowed to us.

It bas been objected that the True WiTNESS is
100 political ; and in consequence has devialed from
1he pledges given in ils origiual prospectus. Iow
fur ihis objection is well founded will be seen from a
passage in the prospectus alluded to:—

« The Twee WiTness will nol be a politieal paper,
inthe ordinary acceptation of the word. Conlining
ourselves to the discussion ol those measures, the el-
{ects of which may be advantageous or prejudicial to
the moral and religious well-being of the community
—the acts, and not the persons of the members of the
Ministry, will alone-form the subjects of our censures
or-of our praise.”’— True Witncss, Aog. 16th, 1850,

* "I'hus it is clear, that, though the True WiTNESS
pledged itself to abstain from all purely political
questions, it by no means bound itself to keep silence
on, politico-religions queslioris, or questions into
whicl the religious, as well as the secular, clement

- caters. Ta these questions we not only feel at li--
. herty, as Catholic journalists, 1o take part’; but we

feel that it is our duty to do s0; as on their solution
.dépend ‘the moral and religious inlerests of. this great
country. L o
.- Accordingly, thie True WirNess has devoled
two ques-
g, which, at present] occupy 2 prominent place
ublic attention—riz., the ¢ School Question® apd
Clergy Reserves” Question. Now, il these
ous are politico-religious, that is, if they pre-

BRI

NESS, in discussing them, does not, deviate from,
rictly adheres to, the course laid down in its

ectus for its guidance,

i R ;".7..[‘;}1'11"1: ghg‘;j“'Sg)npo),ngs_tnon" ‘is as rmuch.a giiestion

ofreligion, as'of secular politics—that the spiritual,
as well as the material, interests of the, Catholic-com-.
munity -aré :involved-therein—needs, we think, no
lengthy argument:to establish. - ‘The simple fact,that
the 'Catholie Cliurch; Speaking by~ the voice " of her
Prelates”in" Synod "assembled—and_ whose “decrees
have been stamped with-the recognition of Christ’s
Vicar on: earth—has repeatedly, and in.diverse coun-
tries—in Europe and America, in Ireland as-in Ca-
nada — solemnly -pronounced condemnation on _the
* Common”. or % Mixed” -school system, is sulficient
to place the ¢ School Question,’” or the question of
Education in all its ramifications, amongst those po-
litico-religions questions which it is the duty of thé
Catholic journalist to discuss, as the great Catholic
gueslion of the day. - Jivery other question, there-
fore, which directly, or indirectly, can affect the so-
lution of this great question properly belongs to the
domain of polutico-religious questions ; has-its reli-
gious, as well as its secular side ; and forms the pro-
per subject of discussion in a professedly Catholic
journal.

Is it possible lo over-estimate the importance of
the “ School Question” on the future of Catholicity ?
But the other day,-the Catholic world was startled
by the announcement that, within a few years, and
in one” country—the United States of America—
Two MiLLioNs o7 souLs had been lost to God and
His Chureh, and gained to Hell and the Devil. Tt
was publiely stated by a Catholic clergyman that, of
the deéscendants of Catholic Irishmen, this fearful
number had hecome—nat converts to Anglicanism,
Methodism, Presbyterianism, Jumperism, or any other
form of dogmatic Protestanlism—but aposlates to
the Catholic TFaith; simply that they had left the
Church, not that they had gone to swell the numbers
of any other religious denomination. At this an-
nouncement, over which the Powers of Hell must
have gloated, whilst Angels wept, Protestantism con-
fidently foretold the downfall of the Catholic Church
on this Continent ; whilst Catholics, though of course
recognising some exaggeration in the statement, could
not but adiit that it contained also much trath. But’
upon one point, Catholics and Protestants iere
agreed ; both atiributed the ioss to the Catholic
Church, and the consequent damnation of so many
myriads of souls; to the pernicious and demoralising
infiuences of the ¢ Common® or ¢ Mixed” school
system. The grog-shop, the gambling-house, and
the brothel, count {heir victins by thousands and
tens of thousands; the Common Schools of Ameri-
ca couni their’s by Mirrioxs.

In Canada is rapidly growing up the same accursed
system as that which has borne such deadly fruit in the

ens to extend itsell beneath the fostering carc of the
GGovernment. And here too, if unchecked, if not
at once, and effectually crushed by the vigorous and
upited efforts of the Catholic body, will the resuits
be the same. We are indeed, in some respegls,
more happily situated than are our neighbors. We
liave a more cumerous—we do not say a more zeal-
ous or devoted—body of Clergy ; we have the schools
of the Christian Brothers, and of the Nuns ; we have
Catholic Colleges and Seminaries, and numerous well
conducted educational Institutions. But it does not
thence follow that we can afford to despise the
schemes of the enemy of souls; or that because, in
Lower Canada, we may, at present, laugh his puny
efforts to scorn, that in Upper Canada—where our
brethren are poar, and enjoy few of the adrantages
which we, in this section of the Province, still can
boast of——the work of perversion may not yet be
crowned witl results almost, if not quite, as fearful
as those vwhich have been brought about by the
« Common” or “ Mixed” schools of the United
States.

We contend then 1hat (he question of Edueation,
or the Scheol Question, and every other question
which can directly, or indireclly affect its solution,
are religious, as well as political questions; afecting
¢ the moral and religious” well being of the Catholic
community ; and are therefore questions which, by
the terms of its prospectus, the Trus WiTNESS is
bound to discuss. _

We may say the same of the Clergy Reserves
question 3 which is not only directly connected. with
the Scliool Question, but is so inseparably bound up
with it, that one cannot be fairly discussed iithout
discussing the other. Besides, the discussion of the
¢« Reserves” question immediately opens up the whole
question of the relations of Church and Siate ; in-
volving the questions, of State assistance in aid of
religion, and of the inviolabilily of religious endow-
ments. It would therefore have been impossible
for the TrRur WriTxESS, consistently with the
pledges contained in its prospectus, to have refrained
from discussing the Clergy Reserves question; or lo-
have kept silent upon the inevitable effects of secu-
latisation, and the Ministerial plan for placing the
funds so secularised, al the disposal of % Common®
or ¢ Mixed” schools, ezclustvely ; a measure which,
~—if, through the apathy or venality, of Catholics it
be allowed to pass—inust inevitably, and within a
short period, bring destruction upon the Catliolic, or
separate schools of Upper Canada, and which ex-
poses all our ecclesiastical institutions in the Lower
Province to the openly threatened attacks of our
enemies,

Maving thus shown that, according to the terms of
its prospectus, the TRUE WirNEsSs was bound Lo
discuss all questions of a politico-religious naluré—
and thet both the School- Question, and the Clergy
leserves Question are polilico-religious questions,
and therelore questions which. fall within the legiti-
mate province of a professedly religious journal—we
will suy.a few words as to the manner and spirit in
which the TRue WiTNESss has discussed them.

-~ We have discussed them as a Catholic, and not as

11he€ political partisan; with reference to their effects

neighboring Republic. 1t flourishes here, and threat--

upon. the;interests of the Church, and with.. perfect ;
indiflerence .as. to tlieir. influence; upon.the fortunes:of
parties, the - interests . of- the: Ministry; .or :the: dis- .
tribution of Government:patronage ;:much, no.doubt; :
to the disgust of Mr. Tomkins 'of the Red - Sealing
Wax Office, and of his déear brother,” Mr. Styles, of
the © Tape and Fool’s-cap  Departiment;”?: wli¢.nalu--
rally dread: the .thoughtiof being pushed from -tliose
high stools which:they oceupy with'so much advan-
tage to themselves, if not to society at largé.. From .
tiis quarter—that is, from’place-holders, and from -
expectant place-liolders, from: those wlo have sold
themselves, and from those whe are still in the mar--
ket waiting for some man to.buy them—and -from this
quarier only, have we.met any epposition; whilst
from .the- independent Catholic body, we have re-
ceived the most encouraging expressions of approyal
for the course which we have pursued, and for the
policy which we have adopted ; and Wh}'ch,' once for
all, we will define, as the policy to which we intend
to adlere, : : :

As Catholics, much that is dear to us is seriously
menaced ; we have therefore much to # Conserve.””—
As citizens, rights to which we are entitled are un-
justly withheld from us; we have therefore much to
“ Reform.” Now we may take it as a general rule,
that all secular Governments, all aduinistrations, are
jealous of, and bostile to the Catholic Church: that
they all, despite their liberal professions, rejoice to
see her power and influence diminished—that none,
not even the best of them, will ever sincerely labor
to enlarge her sway: and that therefore, we need
never expect anything fromn them but what we can
compel them to yield, but ‘what we can wrest from
them by force.

Now if these premises be true—and the history
of the .world for nigh two thousand years, proves
them to be so—it follows Lhat Catholic rights will
never be ¢ Conserved,” nor Catholic wrongs “ Re-.
formed,” unless Catholics themselves adopt a bold
and independent policy : unless they give up all fawn-
ing and cringing upon the secular powers; unless
they give up toadeying and truckling to the dispen-
sers of Ministerial patronage ; unless their policy
has some nobler aim than a paltry government situa-
tion for themselves and friends ; unless, in fact, they
are delermined to be neither bought nor sold. «Te-
denendent Opposition,” the policy of Catholic Ire-
land, is the policy of the Catholics of Canada.—
Opposition, steady, constant, uncompromising oppo-
sition to every Ministry which does not make ¢« Jus-
tice 1o Catholics,” part of its Ministerial programme.
By «Justice to Catholies” we mean the concession
of all claims which the Church—the sole competent
judge in the premises—has declared to be just.

it is thus only tlat * Freedom of Xducation” for
Catholies will ever be obtained. For many years,
we have been coquetting with o nominally Liberal
Ministry ; trusting,in its fine promises, and not, as
we should have done, relying on_our own exertions.
And what bas been the result? What has been
gained to the cause of “Iree Education?? No-
thing ; we have not advanced one step ; we have not
made good oneinchiof ground. Nay! if in anything
changed, our posilion has changed for the worse, under
the auspices of Mr. Hincks’® Liberal administration ;
and justice (o Catholic Schools is further ofl than ever.
We have had five promises, which have never been,
and never were meant to be, fulfilled ; and after four
years, trusting and relying on the good faith of states-
men, we are roused (rom the dreams of a fool’s para-
dise, in which too many amonstus have been indulging;
by the announcement of the Prime Minister, “TuaT
HE 15 OrposeD To SeraraTe Scroors.” No
wonder that the ¢ Act Supplementary of 1853 has
turned cut a “snare and a mockery:” the only woa-
der is, that Catlolics should ever have allowed then-
selves 1o be duped by Mr. Francis Hincks. Surely
we have tried the ¥ confiding policy” long enough:
let us now try what Independent Opposition can do
for us. Il it does us no good, it certainly cun do us
no harm, ’ .

This is the policy of the T'rur WiTngss; for
advocating whicle it has been branded with Toryism
by men who, if they were asked for a definition of
Toryism, would not know what to answer. llow-
ever, if it be Woryism, it is the only policy——as all
experience shows—by which anything has ever bees
obtaised for the Church from the State ; it is the
policy by means of which the patriots of Ireland
wrung justice from the hands of their enemies;-it is
the poliey which must co.nnend itself to every lon-
est mind, though of course it will be distasteful to
the sordid, the mercenary, and venal. TFiualiy, it
is the policy which the True WrrNess has always
adopted, and to which, without regard to consequen-
ces, it intends with God’s help to adhere for the fu-
ture. We may add teo, that 1t is the.policy recom-
mended to the Catholies of Canada by the Catholic
Institute of Toronto. Tt is a pity that it was not
more faith{ully adhered to during the late eleciions.

The Quebee Colonist of the 11th inst., professes
to reply to certain queries propounded to him by the
True WiTness.of the 4th.  Of these the first was:

“ Does not Mr. Hincks® ¢ Reserves” Bill give (o
the different County Municipalities of Upper Canada
power to appropriate the funds accruing from the se-
cnlarised Reserves 1o common or Non-Catholic School
purposes 1'— True Wilness, 4th Augusi.

The second question was: —-

¢1s not the same Bill so drawn up as to prohibit
the said Maugicipalities [rom appropriating one farthing
of the above meutioned funds w Catholic scliool por-
poses.?’—1Tb.

The Quebce Colonist answers :—

¢ We canuot see how the Editor of the True TVil-
ness can see anything in the way the Bill is drawn up
to justify him in sayiug that it prohibits the appropri-
ation of Municipa! funds to Catholic school pu rposes.”?

There is in this reply,a skillul, though-pot very

honest, transposition, of - térms § for—=* funds -aceru-
ing from ithe#secularised ‘Reserves”—our cotempo-
rary substitutes ‘“.Municipal fuids,”" in ‘general: -But
let that: pass by the law as'it ‘starids at Present; Cas
tholic-separate schools’ eimibt shire 'inany distribu-
tion- of the “ Manicipil find$.”" ' Ouir. cotepiorary
says, that ¢ je cannot see”.liow « ave. can .s,_'e'é;&’},-hiiy#
thing in* Mr. Hincks? Bill, probibiting; the  appropria-
tion -of thiese funds:to. Catholic:school piirfoses.—
This must be owing to one of Iwo causes. Either
our cotemporary has taken-no-pains to compare "the
clauses of -Mr.- Hincks” Bill, with those of tAhe'esi,élir'ig
School Acts for Upper Canada? or else the olitter
of Ministerial gold has blinded his otherwise acute
eyes, and rendered him not only unable, but unwil-
ling, to see the truth. - As the proverb says—« None
are 50 blind as those . who won’s see.” T
Besides, the Toronto Leader, the Ministerial or-
gan of Upper Canada, in an article, which we copiéd
into ourcolumns.on the 28th ult—and whicl we coin-
mend .- to -the attention of the Quebec Colonist— -
clearly pointed out, how, the manner in"which Mr.
Hincks’ Bill was worded, whilst it made the -funds
aceruing from the secularised Reserves, disposable
for Non-Catliolic school purposes, put it completely
out of the power of the County Municipalities to
devote one_penny thereof to Catholic or separate
school purposes. This, in the eyes of the said Min-
isterial organ, constituted one of the principal exce!-
lencies of Mr. Hincks’ Bilt; and in his speech at
the public dinner in London, to which we alleded in
our last, Mr. Hincks not only put oa record his
“ opposition to separate schools,” but claimed the

support of all Non-Catholics for his Bill, decause,

in his own worlls:—

«“Wnex tHE Fusp was 6ives 1o T Movicr-
PALITIES, IT COULLD NOT BE APPLIED T0 SECTARIAN
Purroses.” "

Now, according. to the peculiar terminology in
vogue amongst the enemies ol our religion, by ¢ sec-
tarian purposes” is meant, the support of Catholic
separate schools. . Again we say, the blindness of our
cotemporary is marvellous: and can be attributed
lo no less an agency than that of the “ Almighty
Dollar.” :

And to come to the words of the Bill itsell—
Mr. Hincks’ measure provides that the County Mu-.
nicipal Councils shall have power to appropiiate the
funds aceruing from the secularised Clergy Reserves
to those purposes only lor which they can at present
legally raise money. Now, the at present exisling
School Laws giveno power 1o Municipal Councils,
lo raise money for Catholic separate schiool purposes :
but provide, that, Catholic separate schaols shall
not” share “in any school wmoney raised by local
Municipal assessment.’—Act  Sup plementary,
Sec. IV. )

Thus, as by the at present existing School Laws
for Upper Canada, the County Municipal Couwcils
are prohibited from raising money for Catholie sepa-
rate school purposes—and, as by Mr. Mincks® Bill
the said Councils are not authorised to devote any
portion of the funds accruing from the secuiarised
Clergy Reserves to purposes for which they cannot
al present legally raise money—it follows that the
County Municipal Councils aforesaid, are, by Mr.
Hincks’ Bill, effectually prohibited from devoting one
farthing of the fund accruing from the secularised
Clergy Reserves,to Catholic separate school purposes.
The Quebec Colonist mustindeed be blind if he can-
not perceive this.  Agein we recommend bim to
study the article from the Toronto Leader, which
he witl find in the TrUE WiTNEss of the 28tk ult.

Our cotemporary, still afllicted with the same dim-
ness of menlal vision :—

¢ So thick a drop serene hath quenched his orbs
¢ Or dita suflusion veiled,*
profests that he * cannot see :—

¢ how the measure is unjust tnwards Catholics, or
injurions towards that system of Citholic separate
schools which the Bishops of Cunada bave called
upon their flocks 1o establish,?

IXere agan one sees the misfortune of being sold
toa Ministry. A journal, professedly Cathiolic, * can-
not see” the injustice of a measure, which lavishes
funds accruing from the public property of the coune
try—(for when the Clergy Reserves are secularised,
they immediately become public property)--upon Non-
Catholic schools—upon schools pronounced by the
voice of the Churcl,, altogether dangerous to faith
and morals ; but which refuses to allow Catholie
sthools--sehools recommended by the Church—to re-
ceive one penny of the same pudlic funds! Tiis
unjust to Catholics, because Catlolics are, by right,
entitled to receive as iuch support from the pubfic
funds for Catholic schools, as Non-Catholics are, for
their Non-Catholic schools ; it is unjust, because it
is unjust on the part of the Government to favor one
particular depomination more than another; it is un-
just, for the same veason that the Irish Protestant
church establishment is unpust towards the Cathiolics
of Ireland ; finally, it is unjust towards the Catholics
of Upper Canada for the same reason tht the pre-
sent distribution of the Reserves, is unjust towards
those Protestant sects which have no share tlierein,

And the measure will be injurious (o Catbolic se-
parate schools, becanse it will increase the already
numerous advantages which the Neou-Catliolic schools
possess over the Catholic schools, If it takes no-
thing from the latter, it adds enormously to the
power, wealth and influence of the former. But it
doces tale from Catholic separate schools ; not iudeed
what they Zave; but'what if the Reserves ave secula-
vised-in justice they mie entitied, to have j z3z.; a fair
share of the funds devoted to school purpeses; aceru-
ing from the said sccularised Reserves, according to
the number of children attending such Cathalic sena-
rate schools. S

But, argues our cotemporary, as Catholics cannot -
pretend.that the Reserves ever belonged to them:—

“ We cannot. see how their division to general puc- -



