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GALLANTRY A LA MODE.

cvening, my de~ar. i\ay I ask whose Soap-?

THE SHIP 0F THE DESERT.

1 1009 B.c.1
IT ivaS long pasi inidnight, and still the iigbts were

burnîng in the editorial roorns of Solomon ; for the
sage was aion2 with hki confidentiai secretary, Karsbish
AI Hakkadosh, an Arabian learned in the law. The two
were carefulily going over ail the exchianges, ciipping
proverbs. Karsbish used to caîl the exehanges IlKing
Soliomon's Mines"; but not whiie Solonion bimseif was
within hearing. Credit ivas never given an exchange for
its ise sayings; it was only %,len reprinting a gemi of
thougbt that smacked of the savor of antiquity that
Solomon would make a siigbt acknoviedgement of in-
debtedness, thus :

The ridicuious sidecLf lire goes Car towards making it endurable.
-EX.

Tbey bad sent down to tbe foremnan the copy for a
ieaded coiumn of proverbs, wben Solomnon said to
Karsbisb, IlNow tbat ive bave the nighit free before us, I
wisb to take counsel îvith you about an important affaîr.
Her Majesty of Sheba, I have reason to believe, intends
to put me tbrough a course of questions to-morrow."

The secretary sîgnified bis attention.
IlI have a presentiment," Solomon continued, Ilthat

sbe wiii ask nie, among other things, why tbe camel bas
been given a hump on its back."

The secretary ivas tbougbtfui for a few moments.
"Wben Adam, the father of ail rnankind," bie said, Ilwas

naming the beasts in the garden, the camnel ambled before
bimi ciumsiiy. Adam said, jocoseiy, ' Now you hump
yourselÇ, and the camel-"

Il'Your wit, mny good }Karshisb," Solomon repiied,
"ambles as clumsily as tbe camel. I bave heard that

accounit before."

Karsbish rel'lected. Il Vhen 1 was in Egypt," hie began,
a learned man at Thebes told me of a tradition--
Solomon wvas smiling incredulously.
IlI would scorn to invent a tradition on the spur of

the moment," said Karsbish indignantly, and went on
witb bis story.

"Joseph, the son of Jacob, I need hardly tell you, was
with bis brothers on the plains of Sichern, when they fell
in withi a party of commercial traveilers representing the
ieading wholesale houses of Upper Egypt in the dry goods
and drug lines. Now the manuscripts mention obscurely a
pit, in %vhich Joseph was placed, and from which hie ivas
afterwards taken out.* 1 think that the fact of the traveilers
being commercial men, and indeed the whole weight of
evidence and probabiiity, leans towards the theory that
%wbat is written of ivas a jack-pot. However, the wboie
transaction rests in a mîst of obscurity; oniy this niuch
is certain, that joseph acconipanied the traveliers into
Egypt-ýand it is no doubt owing to bis being in their
cornpany that lie saw so much of what is known as

lIife'."1
Il Ve %vere speaking of the hump on the canîel's back,"

said Solomion, yawning.
"lAs joseph and the travellers journeyed over the

dtsert," continued Karshisb, Ilthey told stories, and
involved themselves in arguments-lt is a custon- nowa-
days, too. Hotep, one of the drug travellers, insisted
that it was two years before the generai election in Lower
Egypt wlién the Amunen-Phiaros minîstry was turned
out, that the clerk of the Egyptian Hotel at Thebes had,
in the north sample room, first nicknamed Aibendis
' Chippy.' Aibendis, who ivas one of the party, and a
drug traveiler hiniself, denied the date. The argumnent
grew warm. I tell you, Chippy,' Hlotep said, ' that
when 1 rise to talk about dates, I generally know what I
amn talkîng about. Why, when I was at school I was a
dab at dates. I used to carry off-gentemien, I may be
allowed to say that 1 used to carry off the date-palm.'

Immediately, without a moment's warning, the caniel
upon which I-otep was riding doubled together like a
jack-knife, and shot Hotep up three parasangs into the
atrnosphere. The camnel is a patient animal. But this
ivas the last straw. joseph left àt on record that this was
the fi.rst camnel to bave a humip on bis back. He shot
Hotep so energetically that lie was unable to straighten
out bis spinal coiumn again ; and the hump bas now
becomie a general characteristic of the animal, as a
resuitant of hereditary transmission.

IlI gather fromn the expression on your countenance,"
said Karsbish AI Hakkadosb in conclusion,, Iland ftomn
the fact that you are muttering to yourself, that you
consider the account wbîch 1 have just given you un-
trustwortby, incohierent, and lacking in ail that appertains
to the trutb. It is now two o'ciock; before retiring, 1
5hall take the liberty of saying, 0 king, tbat the man
who mutters to himnself is generally talking to a fool,"
and Karshish bowed bimseif out of the apartment.

Solomon thougbt the inatter over for a wbiie, and
wrote down bis secretary's last words-that was a pro-
verb to the good, anyway. W. J. H.

"Is that Toronto's crack pitcher ?" said a Buffalo man
in a tone of contempt, as hie sat in the grand stand and
watcbed Crane deliver a highi bal]. '<C-il him acratZk-"
A foui tip ianded the bail on the critic's stomach and hie
doubied up. IlBy gum, hie is!1" was ail bie said wben
bie got bis wind back.


