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burn and illumine-even as beacon liglits before the cyes.
Such a person can find a picasure in comparing one people
with another, in contrasting one epocb with the next, in
ranking in their proper places those wbeo soared above the
littlecss of cach Century and that appear above its hidden
splendour, as thc remains of the stately pillars, and
gorgcous fanes whicb issue forth from the lava-covered rains
of Pompeii, the sole relics of despoiled miagnificence fer the
traveller's cyt to, contemplate.

A coin is ait index, a guide, a light, a reai teacher, a
powerful auxiliary to the study of the past. Ceins itre flot
to bc lauglied at, the study of coins is net te bc dcspised,
those who takce the trouble of collecting ceins are to be
admired and thankced by ail %vho have an interest in the past,
Wc canne live altogethcr in the present. As for the future
wc canne teuch upon it-ai is uncertain in that direction.
Then therc remnains nicrely the past into whîch the mind
can wander fer relief. The past is certain; it iï there aaid
cannet bc changcd. We have now scen, in an imperfect
and rapid manner, how conncctcd are those links which
bind us te the past. The main link, the principal chaisi
fermcd by documients: the next built up by monumental
piles; the third compesed of coins. There yct remiains a
fourth link. more pewerful than any of these here-
tofere nientiened. This feurth branch consists of the
bal/ads and .rongs cf the difféent ceuntries. There
as ne country, neither wvas there ever a country that
had net its muusic, its songs, its ballids, its pocrns, its bards
and its pects. Faom the nainstrel king cf Israel to the
heary bards cf the Ceits, in every age and cvery land
the bard wvas the hstorîan as we'll as the poet cf the
people.

In conclusion wve would bcg cf ail those who desire te
study the past te bear in mind that their truest friends and
aids are the raine i Met woer!d.


