'.'V'C'-‘o;zgzt'e/f of C’zzna-’}'a: :

¢f his.bravery but his fall wds follewed

by the lcfs of Ketimo.

“f'he Turks, -by landing {refh troops
&k iNand; introduced thg Plague, which
almofl cunflantly accompauiés their ar.
.mies.  This dreadfol- difternper made a
japid progrefs trom day (o say, a.n._d,' like
g devouring flame, exterminated the great.
¢ft part of che inhabitapts, The remain-
der, terrificd at its ravages, elcaped into
the Venetian ftazes, and lefo dhic ifland al-
moft a defart,

" fn 1656 commenced the fiegeof Can-
dia, of a much longer durationthan thatof
Troy. Were a fertile and brilliant ima-
gination, like that of Homuer, 1o colled
jnto one poem the extraordinary events of
this celebrated ficge, poflericy would be
prefented with neble deeds of arms, mag-
pificent feenes. and herocs not inferior to
thofe of the lliad.  Mcmorable aétions are
not wanting in the hiftery of nations.. E-

very age produces new ones ; but a geni.

vus like that of the father of poetry, does
- net arife in many ages. It would ke in-
‘ confifient with my intentien, in thefe Let-
ers, to enter into leng details, 1 fhali
confine my felf, therefire, 1o 2 corfory de-
{zription ¢f the principal eventawhichce-
curred during the fiege” of Candia, The
Turksyin 1648, had made but lictle progrels
befure that place : They were frequently
deteated by the Venetians, and fomctimes
compelled to retire to Retimo. At this
period Ibrahim was folemnly depofed, and
his cldeft fon, only nine years of age,
placed on the throne, under the name of
Mchemer 1V, But the Sultan, in the
recefles of his prifon, (till cominuing an
objeét of inquictude and alarmto the au.
thars of the revolution, he was ftrangled
on the 1gth of Augeft of the fame year.
The young Emprror, whole advancemsne
to the throne; was thus cfected by the
wurder of his father, was himfelf, in the
tnd, precipitated from it, 1o pafs the re-
mainder of his days in the oblturity of a
cungeon.* The whele Oncman hiflory
15-nothing but cone continued tiffue of
fuch murders and treafons; but how
importanc
pots ! :
In 1639, Uflein Pacha, who continued
the blockade of Candia, receiving no fuc-

tours from the Porte, was obliged to raife-

the fiage, and fiyto Canca, The Venetians
now kept the fes with a fireng fquadron,

and atiacked the "Turkifh fleet in che’bay

) . ' q‘\ y ) .
” Afier a reipn of .'bfr.')'-f(".’,f" yearsy, 8e-
brnet J17, : f Y

Jeno

are -its leffons - for al} del.

I . g
was acpefed, - and corfized inn pri- -
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of Smyrna; buspi (welve fhips, two gnl;
lies, ‘and kil]cd% -thoufand 'men. “tut
uieinddels, fome time after, having found
means to fand an army i Candis; recom-
meneed with ftill greater. fury ‘the fiege of

that city, "and having gained poffeflion of
an advanced work, which greatly incom.

-wnoded the befisged, reduced them to the

n€ceflity of blowing it up. - -
.Frem 1650 1o 1658, the Venetians,
continuing maflers of the fea, waited every
year for their enemics at the ftraits of the
Dardancliés, and defeatéd their numerous
fleets infour (e fights, in which they funic -
a great number of their caravelles, took
many ethers, and fpread confiernation to
the very walls of Cenflantinopiz, which
was fitlled with tumult anddiforder.  “'he s
Grand Signior in difmay, not thinking’
himfelf in fafety, abandoned his capital
with precipitation. :

Thefe  glerious fucceffes raif=d  thy
hopes of the Vepctians, and depresied the
courage of the Turks, They converted
the ficge of Candia into a blockade, in
which they fulfered confiderabie loffes. 1a
1650, the Sultan, to drive the Venctian
flect from the Dardznzlles, and fecure a free
paflage for his fhips, ordered twonew eaf.
tles to be built at the ,entrance «of the
firaite, Hu commanded the i'acha of
Canea 1o renzw the ficge of Candia, and

.make every cffort to ohtain polleflion of

that important fortrels. In. the mean
time the Republic of Venice, profiting by
the' advantages alveady - gained, made fu
veral attemipts upon Canea, which city,.
in 16t0, bring vigoroully prefled, was on
the point of furrendering, when the Pacha
of Rhades, hatlening to its fuccour, threw
intoit a rcinforcement of two thoufand .
men., He f2ivly doubled: tlfe pointof Cape
Melee,in fight uf the Ventdiiap fleet, which,

" lying becalmed off Cape Sjmida, was una.

ble'to make the finalleft motion to give
batele to an inferior cnemy, and rob him
of his conqueft. | y - -
Kiopruli, the fon 2nd fucceflor of the
Vifir of that name, who had fo long up.
held the declining fortune of the Ottoman
empire, knowing that the people murmur-
ed loudly~at the lengrh of the ficge of
Candia, and dreacing a general revolt,
which muft have proved fatal to him and
to his after, lcft Conitantinople about:
the end of 1666, it the head of a formida-

_ble aemy. Having cluded the vigilance of
. the Venctian fleet, which was waiting for

hitm off Canea, he effefled his landing at

.Palio Caflro, and furmed his lines round:

Candia. .He had under him four Pachas,
and tie flower of sthe. Cttoman forces.
Thefe troops, encouraged by the prefence .
and promiles Sf their commanders, and
. : . feconded |



