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Cbnnunications intended for itis Column must be ad.
dressed o the Editor, and endorsed MNotes and Queries.

Tue TaUE SwotD 0P oWALLACE-Sfta,-In your Notes and
Queries of March 22, in an article from Land and Water, t is
stated that Wallace's sword preserved at Dumbartou, la net
genuilne.

A report to that effect went the rounds a few months ago,
when I addressed tht following note to the Editor of the'
Globe, showing conclusively that it is no modern fiction but
a tradition of antiquity that the blade in question is really
that of the Scottish hero, for, more than three centuries ago,
when two-handed swords were still uscd, this was called the
Wallace sword, and was then, inoreover, so old-fashioned, that
it was deencd necessary te modernize it1! It probably hadl
originally the guard peculiar to the ancient Scottish sword,
viz., two bars crossing both ways, sucli as those engraved in
WilIson's Preistoric Annals of Scutland, while It now has
only a single cross-bar such as is usatl on ail but the ancient
Scotch two-handed swords :

(To the Editor of the Globe.)
SSiat,-In your paper of yesterday yen statud that the sword

of WallacejI)reservux t Uxînt zuibartun was -xaiîied ln 1825 1by order of the Dike of Wellington, and it was thn fid tO
belong to the time of Edward IV.

i Every truc Scot, however, will be happy to clara that the
Duke'si avivisers were at fault, an errer they were undoubtedIlv

lied inte liy Meyrit'k, who mîys it wiii bu evident te autyotl't
who comparus the I)iibarton sword witb the Sword of Stat
of the Earldom of Chester that they were both of the tinie of
Edtluxrd IV.

il Tlere is undoubtedil a ruseiblauce, and Meyrick was
correct thus far ; btît, since his death, a charge has been dis-
covered in the books of the Lord Treasurer of Scotland, datwtt
150i, when James IV. visited Dumbarton, for remounting the
Wallacest ,cordl.

-The words are, I For binding of Wallass sword with cordis
of silk, and nw hilt and plumet, new skabbard and uuw bult
to the siatii sword.' This wts only twenty-two yeiars aftur the
death of Edward IV., and Mvyrick was right with regard to
the hilt and ioimil only, but not to the blade, which the
above clearly proves was believed in 1505 to have been the
?word of Wallace, who died xactly two centuries previouds,
and at the tite of King James'sn visit the sword was then
such an old fat.shioned one tihat the Goths consîiderud it uecus-
sary t umodernise it.

. This sword now menasures four feet eleven and a half
inches, the blade alonc being three feet nine inch-s, and
weighs six pounds, but it has beei broken and welded to-
gether agfaii in two places, and is believed to have lost each
time fromi six to eight inches in length.

"Meyrik see:s to havo considered many of the larger
two-handed swords to have been swords of State, (and soue
luter writers have followed in his train), but lic was c -rtainlv
znistaken. Two-haînded sworlds were geneurally between dfvc
and six feet long, but I have oune in ny cabinet measuring
Revei feet, the bitude alonu ibeing five feet two luclie.s, and
weighing fifteen poundi, which is evidently a fighitng word,
anti in the Dreslen Armory is preserved a thirt cnth ceintyrv
mord of a kniiht who ied in 1240, and whose nome, Konrid
Schenck von, W itrtetten, it inscribcd on the blade. This
measures eiglht feet two inches, the hilt beiug ten iuched,
which is not s' long as the hiiilts of luter date.

i.Froissart, lhowever, inentions a sttill longer swurd, and
Meyrik miust ai.ve ove'rlooked it or he wuuld not have made
the miiistake of claussinîg the larger swords as onfly for pîurhoses
of Stte.

Under the year 137F, Froissart .says of Sir Archibalhi
Douglas when near te the Enîglish, ie disaounted, and
wiekled before hlim iiin imiense sword, whose blatte alone
was two elin long (qui î'oit d'alumdelle deux anes), whilch
scarcely inother could have lifted from the groiid, but lie
found no difdiculty in handling it, and gave such terrible
strokes, thlat all on whom they fell were struck to the ground.'
This sword of seveu and a half fet in the blade must have
beeu froi teight and a half to nine feet long !

Ilewett (of the Tower of London) in his valuable work
un Ancient Amis and Armur, quotes theabove, but strangely
enough omits the important words in te blde.

. l. D."
Nov 8, 1872

The above will aiso tend tg )prove thxat the correspondent of
L;nd and Water was hardly correct in considering th(e men of
the days of chivalry as iiai inferior race, as eown by the suits
of arumir in variois public tiuseums.

It is truC thuat few suits of ancient armour now in existence
will fit men of the present day, and ont of noro thtan a dozen
suits in my own collection one ouly would fit a man of five
fet tetn, and but two or three more wouhi suit stout mnen of
fi'.a feet cight, but it is evident they were not ail men of that
size, for no pigniy could have wielded the sword of Archibald
Douglas. He, as weil is the German von Wîinterstetten, and
the original owner of uy loingest sword, inus[t lave beein
both tall and powerful men-six footers at least.

Richard Cour tie Lion, instead of liaving been In ouly a
liglit weighit," was probably quite the contrary, forhis favourite
weapon was a very h avy battle iaxe, and Vinesauf, his cci-
panion in the l1ly Land, extols him for his llexible limnbs, bis
strength antd length of arim.

As iegards strength and skili, Giraldus Cambrensis says of
the Irish (twelfth century) that their favourite weapon was a
on,-handed axe, excellently well steeled, *-1from which n'either
lielmet can deferid the ihead, or the iron folds of arnour the
body ; whentce it lis happeind in our time that the whole
thigh of a mani, thougli cased in well-tenpered armnour, hath
been loppei uit by a single blow, the linb falling un oue side
Of the horse, and the expiring body on the other."

Andti f thi Englimh, it is a fiact recorded in the journal of
Edwardt icSixth (l1547-53) that a bundred archers bcelonging
to the King'i guard shotalit an inch board, singly, two arrowis
each, and afterwards ail togetier. Sone of these arrows
passed througi this, and into another board placed behind it,
althiugi the wood waa extremely solid and tirmi. These bowsd
would carry four lhundred yards.

lu 1351? at the fitnous battle of the Tbirty, in Brittany1
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Thomelin Belefort fought with a mallet or war-hammer,t
weighing twenty-five pounds.,

The helmct, or rather, iron skull-cap, of Augustus thet
Strong, who died in 1733, la preserved ln the Dresden Museum.1
I have had it on my head. It weighs twenty potnds, but thet
warliat of the Great Elector of Braudenburg, preserved tn thec
Berlin Museum, and which was worn by the Etector at thec
battle of Felirbellin, in 1677, weighs twenty seven pounda.

I could extend this 1it but fear I have already trespassed
too much upon your valuable space.

B H. Dixo.
Toronto.

I Wriutei for the Uanadian /ttuetraied Sewe.l

WHAT I THINK ABOUT IT.

OUR CHERIsHED TRaDITIoNs.

I have just been reading an atrocious account of the deca-
dcuce of men in ancient days. Queer way of putting it, per-
haps, but that la just what the vile person who wrote the
account made of it. He wanted me te believe that the

Mon ofgiant itature, who could dance
Erîuipped in battle inail fron head tio hoo,

were net giants at al, but persons of inferior size, net at ail
to be compared to the burly fellows of our days of gymnastics
and Indian clubs and dumb bells. Hle wanted me te believe
that Coeur tie Lion was but an ordinary person ; that Wallace
never could have wielded bis sword, and that Godfrey of
Bouillon was but a wuakling after ail. The uancient coats of
mail lie said would not fit the ordinary guardsmen of to-day.
I think lie was a monster, is a monst'r, that writer. What
the dence does he want to make sich havoc with my tradi-
tions, with everybody's traditions for? Can't ho let well
enougi alone? These attempts to make the past so poor are
iniuitous, and deserve te bu repudiated by all levers of ro-
maice. These Gradgrinds who stick se te tieir abominable
facts, what a nuisance they arel They want te make the
world barrun of beautv, Wlat :s the use of having the
i" centuries behind us like a fruitful land " referrinîg, if you
aie going to cut down the trucs and uproot the flowers and
use the streans te turn your horrible mills that grind out
facts?

I can't give up t)y giants. I want t believe that Godfrey
of Bouillon really did cleave, froin head te tbroat, the skuil
of Ibrahim Pasha, and that lie did it by main strength of a
mighty armin, that awful afternoonl it Antiocn, when the crusa-
ders flooded the struets with Moslem blood, aud piled up bar-
ricades of Moslemn dad I want te beieve that Richard the
Lion-heart, Nulech Rie, did really cleave that bar of iron in
the presence of the auitonished though more skilful Sultan
Saladin. I want te believe it waus true if otld days that one
Englishman was good lin fight for tliree Frenchmen, (that was
in the gduxi old days when the food was washed down wit h
great drauglits of beur by the warriors ) I want men to be-
leve that Illiogabalus was a gormandizer, and that ls diui-
ners dii really cost-well, ever so much money a meal. But
then tlese mGradgrind critics come to me iand say in su mauy
words, b nitwas -xxnox sucli person.,

I wiant to believe that Nero -as a tyrant, and fidIdled while
Rome was burning: but the crities com, along with their
stories of ilowers oxt his toinbs, and of his private kin inus-es.
But what would be the good o f a iecent hero? Wthat woull
he bu te us without his fiddle ? What interest would lie have
te us iwithout his muirders and poisonings and several devil-
ries.

i late these seticîx s who t want te disturb these traditions
of ours. But they are increasing in number. Macaulay deies
Williamn the Third. Froutde gives us a tHenry the Eightli
who is oily a milksop compared to the meniwe used te know
in old days before Froude came te disturb the deep fouada-
tiens of our historical knowledge.

I hne qto(>d u von Acliille' Tomb
And huard fcov doubted-tixa wt d dubt of Roie,

says Byron. Doubt of Rone, iwaiced! Why, they doubt of
Byroniiself. Between Moore and the Guicciola and Mrs.
Leecher Stowe who knows the truth about Byron? Lt is au
awfully sceptical age. But I wil cltg Lu mine amicient faith,
and swear by mine anîcient heros. Gotfrey, I salute tie in
Aitioch I Richard I hall nou victor at Ascaon, you of the
mighty arm. Who is it says hu can wear your armour and
wield m-vour battle blade. William Tell, it is a lie they speak
when thiie.' say you tdit inot cleave the apple on your brave
boy's heaîd. Rebecca, datughter oft saac of York, 1 teclare you
were moro beauti ful thaun that puny and pale Roweia. lierous
of Cressy and Poictiers, youî were brave men and strong, net
weaklings and smail. !i will hate these critics forever more.
Do you remember the auguish of the Roiman Empueror, as lie
cried, xx Vartms, restore mne my legions1"Vhat was his anguish
te Mine, as I cry to the crities, Ilistore mue, and spare me
my heroes Of olti days, miy mighty mei of armu s

coNERuNîiNG FANCY woRKt.

" What I think about fancv work, my diear," I stid to my
wife this morning, as she askedt mie about the value of it I l
iwill tell you about it after diiner" And this is about what I
toldb er : l What an enormns amount of social good fancy
work has done duriig all the ages. What ua untold quantitv,
net t be approached by figures of speclh, of womanly anxiety
and agony and pain and hoplelessness lias beein worked into
ail the myriad forns of fancy work. What ua amnountt of idle-
ness it lhas saved. What listlessness it las chased away. What

f scanIdl it lais saved. WhaL teauty it has adornCd the wiorld
with. While the Kniiglhts were away in far foreiga lands on

* the tenîted fields,1the fair ladies were gathered ini the gardeus
or the halls stitching, weaving, working awav nimble-fiigered
and sweet at their Laiestries. Bayeux, Gobelin, Hfolyrood,
what tales ye inight tell of the heart-aches that were ease'd,

eand the atixieties that weru'forgotten, as the brigit-colouired
silks sprend and spread into Line and fanciful shapes, takitig

f forn fromt lovelv thoughts and colouir fron lovely eyes, that
g would have bein dull enough in dreaminigly looking into

space for the coming of the lord ati kniglit and master of
inanoror hall. Suirely wonien should bless the kind leaven
that gavtheim tthe taste for fancy work. Siall we mena sneer
at it, andt call it idly-wasted lime tihait a spent <ver the
framca? No, my brothers, we wil inot ; we know butter.
Don't we kun that the women et ail ages have bad this

taste, and have thereby added much grace and beauty to the
world and its many-millioned homes. Did you ever notice
the difference between the houque in which there are no wo-
men fond of faney work and those in which there are one or
two ? What a difference there ta i The latter homes are full
of grace and beauty, In little things that escape your eye in
detail perhaps, but are full of effect in the general appearance
of things. While the men are away at work in field or at
desk on the road or in the forest, in any of the many forma
cf la our, high and low, there are dainty, or skilful if not
dainty, fingers working away at some little piece of beauty
that ta unappreciable by itself, but becoraes important when
put in the place for which it was intended, and thus the home
becomes beautified little by little.

Do you remember Mr. Tennyson's poem of the Day Dreamn?
Ho says:-

And would yeo have the tdam I had,
And see the vision that 1.9ain;
Then take the 'broidery frame and add
A erimson te the quaint macaw,
Anti 1 mil Lutelit, turm your fictu,
Nor gaze wîth hat ton-ernest oye,
The rhymes are dazzled fron their place,
And ordered words asunder ily.

There la another use for it, youî see. What an amount of
quiet flirting may be done under cover of the broidery frame.
Heow muany love talen have been forced out by sweet eyea
glancing froni behind thste frames! How many bores have
been quietly endured as the stitches were counted in the can-
vas, or the colours matcheid for the frame I forbear the pur-
suit. Ilave I net said enough te prove that fancy work la
valuable. Aiflie Isaie, however, for ress net necessary
hure te bu stateti, I decline te hink itle is la te give twenty
dollars for a smoking cap ata bazaar i Bazaars I Ha, that will
be the subject of my next chat with you, my dear.

AaTHUa PENDENNis.

PARLIAMENTAI'Y NOTES.

Moio.&Y, Marci 25.-The argument adjourned from Friday
respecting the petition against the return of Mr. Wilkes for
Centre Toronto was resumed, the Speaker finaliy giving it as
bis opinion that the petition should be received. The House
then divided, the result being in faveur of throwing out the
petition. ''he vote stood 72 te 76. In reply te a question Sir
John stated that the Government had decided net te establishl
a systeni of free postal delivery in towns and cities owing te
the great additional expense that woild be necessitatei by
taking sucuh a step. .lr Bodwell moved te send te a Special
Committee the petitions for a prohibitorv liquor law, and was
followed by suveral menbers on difTerent sides of the ques-
tion. A formai step towards Supply having been taken the
louse adjourned until Wednîesday, Tuesday beiug the Feast

of the Annunciation.
During the early part of Wednesday's session Mr. Mitchell

stated l reply tu a question by Mr. Wilkes that steps had
been taken t tL efct tau arrangement with the Uaited States
Goverunent for thie tuterchange oft weather reports, and that
it was intended to ask a larger appropriation than had hitherto
been voted for the establishment of signals on the coast. Mr.
Pope staied that no Cana lian commissioner would bu sent te
the Vienna Exhibition, the country being represented by the
Innperial Commîissioner. Mr. L:ngevia informed the House
that the Government had decixed te ch:nge the gauge of the
Intercolonial ilroad te the width recen'y aloptedi by the
Uaud 'l'runk, viz., 4 ft S8 l. In uonnection with the Grand
T'rnk Sir John A. Macdonald druw attention te the state-
muent made by the London correspondent of the Globe te the
effect that MN. L'otter had asserted tha-ut turing bis visit iii
Cainada he bai bee-n importuned by the Premier ani Sir
Francis HIlinîks te use bis itfluence to assist the Goverament
at tue elections, atd bad reftused. Sir John deniete thUt ho
had ever been in communication with Mr. Potter on the sub-
ject, and further read ai tlegram lie iad received from Mr.
Potter, im which tlhat guntleman states there is net a word of
trutl in the story, and authorizes the Premier te conradict it
publicly. lu reply te a question respecting extradition Sir
John stated that communications were going on with the
United States Government for the purpose of enlarging the
provisions of the Treaty. The Muskoka Election case was
then taîkîn up), and the Returniug Oficer having been called te
the bar was examinedt by the Speaker.

On Thursday the louse sat for some time with closed doors
and then continued the examiiation of the Returaing Officer
in the Muskoka Lection case. Mr. Dorion offered a resolux-
tien tu tLe tect that the Returning Oflicer had acted illegally
tn not returning Mr. Cuckburn; but be did net desire te have
him cither punishied or r-primant-l'd, because he acted upon
legal advice whenli be made a special return of the election.
The ma ter was, however, allowed t stand over. Sir Francis
Hlincks, who hadi been abîsent the day before when Sir John
made bis denal of the statement of the Globe's London cor-
respendent, made a similar contradiction. On Mr. Mill's
motion for the second reading of the bill abolishing dual re-
presentation three amndu:tnents were made throwing out the
bill, ail tof which were lost, and the motion carried on
division.

A good deal of business was transacted on Friday. Mr.
Tupper introduced an important measure for the regulation of
weights andi measures througiout the country. The assimi-
lation hie proposei was te the English standard. The bill
was read a first time and referred te committee. A debate
followed on MN. Tuppet's motion for the House te go into
comimittee on the resolution te ratify the agreement made
between the Governmeut and the Allans for the conveyance of
the mails. Mr. Mitchell's bill respecting the appoiutment of
harbour-masters in the Maritime Provinces was reuad a first
time. The Muskoka Election case wis then taken up, Mr.
Dorion withdrawuig bis resolîtion, and offering in its stead
two motions, both of which were carried, the first declaring
that the lietuirning Olicer had acted illegally, but discharg-
iîg him instnuich as lie had acted under legal advice ;the
second coudemniug the practice of obtaining legal advice by
a Returning Olicer through Lthe intervention of one candi-
date. Mn. Bell, the Returaing Olicer, was called te the bar of
the Heuse and discharged from further attendance.

A Camuîbridge miagninie hai ixade iLts appearatnce in London.
It la callet T'he Cuntab, and coutains sclentitne articles, popular
esstys un toples or the day, faet and liction, accounts and notitees
or Caumbridge life aud customs, boat rsaas, &c.

L.


