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THE VOYAGE OF ST. BRENDAIN.

Continued froi page 25.
ALL the beauties that cau , arise from
suishino, clear blue skies, mouni tains
green to their smummits, shady woods,
green sloping mleadows, Clear lakes, and
sparkling strCams Vore there. Flowers
oetthe most brilliant colours waved on
Shrubs, and sprîung froi the short thick
herbage; they hung in flestoons betwecan
the trecs, or depended fron the branches,
gladdening the sight, and giving pr-0
mise of sweet and refreshinîg fruit;
whilo birds of the most beautiful and
variei plumage entranced the souls of
the voyagers by their nelody. Tilis
mnclody was of a sacred ciiaracter ; and
the natural notes of the little choiristers
that produced it were as varied as those
of the strings of the finest harp.

St. Brendain, jutging fron the style
of the music that thera was somethin.g
supernatural about the beautiful little
creatures, adjuredi tlem in God's naine
toexplain the nystery. The branches
of the treo next himi were full of the
charining songsters; and as lie spoke,
they ceased their song, anid one of them
returned thisanswer:

IIoly man, 'we were ail glorious an-
gels at the tinie now' long past, when
pride and disobedience enîteredi the lcart
of the unhappy Lucifer ; and though Ne
did not sympathise %vith his rebellious
feelings, we dallied with the temp.tation,
and were flung froîn hcaven in bis coin-
pany. Whilc the arch-enciny and lis
troopsNcre piercing througlh ticsuiphu o-
rous waves of hell in their leailonr fill,
oui descent nas mercifully stayed by
this island, which, bright and beautiful
as ht appears to you, is diai and ce-
solate te us, who remiember heaven. WC
still parceive the swift passage of our
former:glorious companions in their way
to far-off worids, te execute the will of'
the All-Mighlty and All-increiful we sec
the shining traces lcft \vh are they pass.
Such happiness is i'fw lost to 'us; but
we do what is mercifully loft in. our
powCr. We cease net, night and day,
joining ourvoices te thoso of the lCaven-
lychoirs abve; and whei, In the lapse
of years, this isiàâidt becomés the
abod eof human beings, and their
prayers and hymns 'begin to ascend'

to - hbavon, w'ô will be permittcd to'
rise with them, and regain that'hanp..
piness which it is not in our power,(
to explain, nor in yours to coInpro-
handlc."*

As they worC leaving the happy is-
land they were told that they would be
ailiowed to return, and spend the next
Pasehal tide on its shore; and so they
resunied their vestwa1lrd course arain.

But as they hoped to b near-ing the
desired land, thcy met a strong cuirront,
which coming with a mighty rush froin
the southwest, swept then before it for
several days. They began to feel an
unwelcome degre of col : a disagreo
able wind came on them fron the north-
west, a fog envoloped them, and they.
had no means of judging in what direoce
tion they woro drifting. Whilo they
were thus tossei about at the mercyof-
the winds and waves, they appronehod
what seemed a low rushy island Thy
were wearied by hie narrow limîîits of
their little vesse! and four of the num
ber went on shore, for the pleasuro of
walking dbout at liberty, taking a small
cautidron and some fuel with thom to
prepare a meal.

While one or the party blew -up his
fire. the others wvalked about to stroteh
theii riinbs. They weoro rather,isurpriscd
at the slimy olastiesurfaee of the grotid,
anthe hlclard sharp sort ofgrass-i f grass
it could b called-which it -roduced;
but theii· surprise wvas soon chfangedi to~
terror; for, as they ritirneid towar'ds
the fire-place, they faund tho soil heav-
ing, the caldron tumbling over, and th'
fire seatteding on overy side. Thero
wvas no tine to be lest: they hastcncd
to the brink of tho trocehcrousisland,
and scranblcd iito their galley. - Thoy
were scarcely in safety on the hospit
able dock, when they behcld th sup-
posed isle move rapilly'awny, andi thb'
remnants of the fiidflung on everysidô'
with the convulsive heavings-of the spot
on which it had been lightcd Tiiey'
nowjuilged thttthey lad intruded on'
the repose of sôme'sea-monistei-;,and im

ed-iatelffalling on théir kneosthe'
returned ferventtthiIks for thdir proF
servation.

If the Islandof the Birds 'bé' allowed a le-
cality in niodera maps, it may be marked on
the ite of the Berniudas.


