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this practice in the rout Church of SU
)omingo with all the niipetuosity of

native eotice Don Dicgo Colnnbusj
the pi-incipal ofliccus of' the colony and
ail the laymen vho had been his bearors
complaiined of the ionkc to his superiors;
but they instead of conudemiîning ap-
plauded bis doctri ne ns equally Ipious
and seauson acble."

I t is 'true the Franciscans tok the
political view of the case, and though
thuey di-ed tnot approve the principle,
yet strove to palliate its injustice, and
to excuse the conduct of the laity
by considerations of spiritual policy.
Though the dispute ran high the
Dom-inicans were sustained in tieir
principle, whilst in practice the "l dis-
tributions." were continued in the
colony. This only fired the zeal of the
Dominicans te fresh ardour. It was
oxnîctly at this point that Ferdinand
took that stop which, by crippling the
Churîch's auction, retaided the abolition of
slavery frion the 16th to the 19th con-
tury, and thus enabled liberal philoso-
phy to lay chlim to an hoor to which
it is far frein possessing the slightest
right. In order to quieten the colony,
which lad become thoroughly aroused
by the renstrances censures of
the :Doninicais who huàdl refused the
Sacraments to any holding slaves, Fer-
dinand, iii an evil hour forb îinsOlf foi
the slave and for the, Cluicl, issucd a
decree of lis Privy Council (1513,) de-
clariing-that after due considoration of
the Apostolic Jiull and other titles by
which. the crown of Castile claiied a
right' to its possessions in the now world
the servitude of the Indianî Vas war-
ranted both 'by the laws 'o God and
ian. ; tlat unless they wyoro subjected
to the. domninuiô of the Spaniards, and
coniþoelled to roside undorI their:inspec-
tion it wolld be impossible to relaim
them fromi idolatry or to instruct then
in the Christian faith; that no further
sertipleoug:li toe entertained as to the

ia/fuliess of the repartimientos, ns the
King and Council were nvilling'totake
tholirg o'f that upon 'their ownacen-
sciences !iand that therefore thc Domini-
caus 'aindiônks e!f l th réligious
eos- should abstain for te 'futur-e
front ithose :nvectivcs which/Jfronian
excess ef charitable but ill-inforììned ancal~
thcyirad uttered. againstithliprdctice;'

This is a curioûs dedinent, illustra-
ting as it does at.ono. tiand the saine tino,
the flinsy natiu·e of al State-theology;
and the ntiquity and'siiairityofStato
interference in spirithal things 'W
thirk we cóuld find sonie cui-ioüs pari
icls ii thMay Daws and Bisnarckianr
theolôgy of înoden Trussi Tli hanlds
indeod are the hands oC Esau, but0 tho
voice is the voice of Jacob.

To sho- how thoroughly he was in
earnest in this decre, Feidinand con-
fred newgrants oflndians upon several
of his courtiers. It is truc that at the
saine timoc " li published an edictpr-

viding for the nild treatmient óf the
Indians under the yoke to wlich he
had subjected them--he regilated the
natugo of' the work they werc'to per-

"forn-hc prescribed the maniir iii
1 which they should )e fed and clothed,
"and gave directions with respect to
"thlirinstruction in the principles 'of
" Christianity." This was ail vcry good
under the circumstances but hiinself
hand rendered it nceessary by his in-
siuei and unholo intermnddling vith
the action of the Churih. Had lie left
the Dominicans to the frce xdreise of
their duties as authoritative exponents
of Catholic spirit, his regulations would
not only have b)oun rondered mnoces-
sary, but Indian slavry would, in' few
short years, have bocn swcpt froni the
eni-th. So:thîorough ly dishecartened verc
the Doninicans by this nischevious
nïoddling on the part of the State that
numbers of. themi appliéd to thoir supe-
riors for permission te remnove to the
continent to pursue the 'objects of their
mission under lcssadxverscircuinstancos.

And yct the, Catholic Church" is
blamed for not having acconiplishcd,
vhat miachievous State intci-fercncd

rendercddi imîpossiblei How cxactin
soie pcopli can lbc P:

H.

Det himn, who desiies to sec othe
happy,iake haste te give while his giuft
can be enjoycd ; and'rmenbe that
everyr moînentu of delay,'tskese a'way
somiething:fro ithe aue 0fhisben-
efactioi.;''And lot hin whopropóse's his
ôwn< happiness, tflect;, that while ;he

foiums htisdrposethlie. l relis on'and
~thd'' nighitcenothghew n neoinnua

~vork.' H: I :


