- this practice in the-grent Church-ofSt!
Domingo* with.all 'the  impetuosity of
native eloquence.”Don Dicgo Colimbus)
the principal officérs of* the colony and
all the laymen who. had been his hearers
complained of the monk to his superiors;
but. they instead of condemming -ap-
plauded his doetrine. ns equally “ pious
and seasonable.” ' .

It is “true the Franciscans took tho
political view of the ease, and though
they dared not approve the principle,
yol ‘strove to palliate its injustice; and
Lo .excuso the "conduct of the laity
by .considerations of spiritual policy.

Though the dispute ran' high the
Dominicans were sustained . in their

prineiple, whilst in practico the “dis-
tributions.” = were - continued in the
colony.  This-only fired the zeal of the
Dominieans to fresh ardour. - It was
oxacily at- this .point. that Ferdinand
took that step which, by erippling the
Church’s action, retarded the abolition of
slavery from-the 16th to the 19th cen-
tury, and:thus enabled. liberal philoso-
phy to lay claim to an hoior. to which
1t is far from’ possessing. the: slightest
right.: In order to quicten" the colony,
which had become:.thoroughly. aroused
by the remonstrances-and censures of
the - Dominicans: who had . refused the
Sacraments to.any holding: slaves, Fer-
dinand; in an ‘evil hour for:himself, for
the- slave and for the-Church, issued a
decree of his Privy Council (1513,) de-
claring—that after due considoration of
the::Apostolic Bull, and .other titles by
which. the crowni of Castile claimed a
right' to its possessions in the new world,
the ~servitude-of the. Indian was var
ranted- both~by the laws of God-and
man ;. that unless they wore subjected
to:the . dominioniof .the- Spaniards, and
compelled to reside -under!their inspee-
tion:it would be.impossible to reclaim
them from. idolatry or to ihstructsthem

in ‘the Christinn faith; that no further|
scrupleought to be entertained-as-to.the |

lawfulness:.of:the: repartimientos, as the
:King-and Council-were :willingito take
- .theicharge of that npon théir’ ownicon-
- sciencos [-and: that therefore:the! Domini-

“‘eabg randiimonks;- of . fothor véligious
.. oirders,vshould | abstain’ for:i the future
- fromsithose xinvectives: which;: fromnan

" exctss off charvitablebutill-informed zeal;

- theyhad-utfered: againstitheipractice:
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This is & curiols dociinent, illustra-
ting as it does at.one. and the same timo,
this flimsy nature of all State-theology;
and thie'antiquity and'similarity of Stato
interférence in spiritual thingst 'We
think we could find some curiots’ partl:
fels in-the*May Tiaws and Bismavekian.
theology of modcrn Prussid:’ The hands
indeed ave the’ hands' of Bsau, but-the
voice is the voice of Jaeob, ' - - ¥
" To’” show how thoroughly he was in
earnest  in this. decree, Ferdinand con-
ferred new grants of Indians upon several
of his courtiers. * It is true that at the
sanic time “he published an ediel pro-
“viding for the mild treatment of the
“Indiang under the yoketo which he
“had subjected them=—he regulated the
“natupe of the work they weré'to per-
“form—he preseribed the manner in
“which they should be fed and clothed,
“and . gave directions: with respect' to
“theirinsfruction in the principles of
“ Christianity.” This was all very good
under ‘the circumstances; but' himself
had rendered it:necessary by his in-
sane and’ . unholy intcrmeddling with
‘the action of the Cliurch. - "Had he left
the Dominicans ‘to' the free:exérecise of
their duties as authoritative exponents
of Catholic spirit, his regulations would
not only have been rendered unncces-
sary, but Indian slavery would, in'a few
short years, have been swepit -from’ the
earth. So.thoroughly disheartened were
the Dominicans: by “this " mischevious
meddling on tho part of the ‘Stale’ that
numbers of them appliéd to their'supe-
riors-for permission to remove to” the
continent to pursue the ‘objects of their
‘mission under less adversd circumstances:
~“And - yet’ the Catholic* Church”’is
blamed ‘for ‘mot having*accomplished,
what mischievous “: State’ inteiference
renderéd impossible! *+ How ‘eXacting

v

some-people can bttt
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*Tiot him; *wWho desires to'sec:others
happy, make'hasteto give whilehisgift
can: be-ienjoyed; - andnremember,: that -
 everyy nioment./of delay;: 'takes away
-something ifiom +the: valuo :of-hisshent
-afaction: ' And let:him who'proposes his
| own'ihappiness; tefiect;: that “whileishe -
forms his pilrpose;-the day rollsionjiand -
¢ thé: night:Comethy when hoiman:.can
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