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Frax Crops axp SuppLy.—The official return of the breadth of
land under flax in Ireland has now been published, and the following is
the gratifying result :—

Under flax in 1839 ............ eerrreerenn.n 136,000 acres,

“ last year ...l e e 91,000 «
showing an inerease this year of neurly 30 per cent. The erop in the
Riza distriets is now known to he large, and of fine well-urown quality,
and the sune has fortunately to be said of the erops in Franes, Beluium,
and Holland.  Tiast accounts from Riga report that “the weathor con-
tinues very favourable, and we may look forward to an abandant flax
erop.””  From Gheat they say, © reports from the eonntry give a sreat
yield from the straw.  The flax is very strong and healthy, and quality
sutistactory.”

Frax Svepries vroM INDIA—The D«ily Newsin aleader on the
subject of the colonisation of Indin remarks :—* When the Russian war
bezin. we were alarmed for our supplies of hemp snd flax.  The mom-
ent we hatled India, she sont ws such a supply as we never had feom her
before.  She is muach more fit to crow hemp than Russiv 3¢5 and there
is no rewon why we should not ebtain all we want.  Hemp iy evown
everywhere now, and if it were wuot it would grow of itself. It is
planted wide, to produce bhang to intoxicate the nutives, instead of being
planted close, to produce long fibre.  Send out a demand for it, and
there will be settlers who will grow it, as there are to grow indige;
there will be less blane and more fibre, and the cultivator will have the
wherewithal to intoxicate himself' in some other way, at a cheaper rate,
if bix improved condition does not wean him from the habit.  We need
not enluge on the peril in which our Trish and Seoteh linen manufae-
turers are involved by the present failure and constant uncertaiuty of
the supply of flax.  Any one who has scen the flax of the North West-
ern Provinces, as grown in the Azricultural Roclety’s garden at Lahore,
will at onee pereeive what @ mine of wealth would be opened to-morrow,
if we took as mneh pains with ax erowing in the Nevbudda Valley, and
many others, as with our root erops at howe.”

WHAT CAN BE DONE WITH PAPER.

A writer in Blackiwood's Mugazing says it is wonderful to sce the
thousand wseful as well as ornamental purposes to which paper is appli-
cable in the hands of the Japanese.  Ile states that he saw it made into
materials so closely reseubling Russian and aworoceo leathier and pig
skin, that it was very difficalt to deteet the difference. With the aid of
lacker varnish wnd sxiltul painting, paper made exeellent trunks, tohaceo
bags, clgw ewes, gaddles, teleseope casos, the frame of wieroscopes; and
Lie even saw and used excellent water-proof eoats made of paper, which
did Leep ot the rain, and were as supple us the best Muchintosh,  The
Japanese nse neither sitk nor cotton handkerchiels, towels nor dusters ;
paper in their hands seives as an exeellent ~ubstitute. 1t is soft, thin,
touzh, of a pale yellow coler, very pientiful and very cheap.  The inner
wally of many a Japanese apartment are formed of paper, being nothing




