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*4Oi4s, Now, my brain hein& quite cool, and my
met afe in my own keeping, 1 would frame in a

'14Ine1nt such a notable romance, that it Bbould sa-
W the lady, and meet with the entire approbation
4hsîy littie godsliip."
8efore the king, could reply to this sally, the as-

~tloger had finisbhed his observatioa , and turning
SIleonora, said:
CC Princess, the decrees of heaven ait immutable,

ý't4 admnit of no variation. Fate, who ha's destined
to be the bride of a great and heroic prince,

~IIgive you a heart to love him."l
lPhe tears ivere streaming fait tbrough the sien-,

'der fingers of the princess- ,
c O> worldÙy grandeur," she said'in a broken and

jrdly audible voice ; " how littie art thou regarded
Yfhere the beart is concerned."

8 he flung, as she ceased speeking, a purse heavy
*'th gold pieces on the table, and' beckoning to the
,tountess, slowly withdrew ; while the king, over-
'efl4e by a tbousand delightful sensations, remained

7Iiug on the spot she had occupied, in a sort of
IlQýng tran3port, from whicb he was only rouscd'
bthe0page bastily pulling bis cloak.

'<y liege, the coast is clear do not lose this«
tt'O0Urable opportunity-I cari perceive by the

Oliughtfuj look of the sage, that his familiar is at
elbow.e>

lTîe king started into animation, and was on the
>ýOIrt of emerging- from his hiding place, when the

~ls fenquiry was filled by a gay young cavalier,

)4'Ithose brightcomplexion, blue eyes, and aubvirn
t"nlets, the page instantly recognized Prince

«Now by thse shade of Woden ! 1 bave heard that
ý4Yfools make a fair-I ivonder which will prove

'tegreatest fool-the fair fool wbo wcpt at the idea
&rW~ig a crown, or the gay foot ber brother,

%elO hy left his warm bed, in thse hope of being
>'11sed one V

Ce We have at least' tbe satisfàction or finding
J'jJnot wbolly confincd to our own royal person,e"

eoedthe king.
«« 'Tis a g-rowing- eviV, returned Eric; Ilthe
~dra muan grouvs, the dloser it clings to him ; and
~*Weqr the cap and belîs witls becoming gravity,

accounted by the world as wisdom."
"before you proceed, with your lçcture on.folly,"

the king; "mark well yon fair haired boy, the.
'%'Our has receded froin bis face, andI he stands be-

4ti te awful mesaenger of fate, trembling litke An;
44pi leaf."

el 4d so woul4 tise hero of the Norths, if lie iuad
4tbied as the prince did even now, against yon

Semblem of mortality, wbo stretches forth
'long bony armas, as if it were about to enclose
~4brethren of the duat, and hurry thens off to the
Nd Md sulent grave. 1 fee.l as if nsy flesi was

off my boue&,, an« 1 woo about to b. re-

duced to the saine state, wheitîcwer my eyes encoun-
ter i."1

The young prince seemed ili at case, whilc tic
astrolog-er was consulting the planets ; lie Iooked
anxiously round him, and once or twice put bis
haxnd to bis sword, and on sceing the sage about Lu
commit bis thouglits to paper,, lie said in an impa-
tient tone :

"11Answer me one simple question-shaîl 1 wear
a crown ''

" 1Neyer V" replied thse astrologer emphaticalLy;
.~ your fortune promises nothing great, and bears an

equal proportion of good and evil."

A frown contracted the brow of thse prince as he
continued:-

elYour dominions during your lifetime, will bc
harrassed by perpetual ws.rs, and your reign wilI be
short and unquiet. You will die in thse mneridian
of life, and your son, a bold and ansbitious spirit,
will raise this noble province into a kingly state.",

.11 Why did you not say that my fathcr's son shoulçi
do alI this-wbat to me is kingly splendour, wben
rny bones are mouldering in the dust !

1He turiied scornfully away, and tinging at the

astrologer's feet several broad pieces of gold, leff
the apartment, witb an expression of mortification

and dispîcasure strongly poîsrtrayed on bis counte-

nance. Thse kiog was surprised that am5bitioc
sbould be thse leading trait ini a character, which he

had deemed incapable of forming- a hope or wish

beyond the pleasures wbich the court daily sup-
plied.

ccI who bave heard thse secret destinies of

others,"l he said ; elwill now step boldly forth ans1

demand my own."
Hastily removing the arras, he approached the

dreaded tribunal, with bis usual firm step and fear-

,less demeanour.
The astrologer was leaning on thse table, bis

bead supported by his band, bis eycs cast mourri-
fully to thse eartb, and bis wbole deportmnent de-

nouncing inward sorrow and weariness of spirit.
At tise sound of the king's step, he looked up-a

transient glow of colour flusbcd bis face, and hii

eye kintlled with unusual brilliancy, as it fell on thc

fine person of tbe Swede.
"cYour errand 1"
I t is not that of a uvise miani," returned Lb.

king ; r4'heavçn bastorbidden us to seek tbe know-
ledge of that which is wisely placed beyond our

reach, or to dive into thse hidden things of futurity,
wbich time only can unveil. Yet if you can, by
your wonderful and inysterious science, reveal thse
destinies of others-deciare mine -V,

"lIt is beyond my potýeË*.
"110ow w" exclaimed tise king "do -you impo&r

upon the ignorant andsI upcrstitious, by pretendiug

to revcai wbat is placed beyond your pow.r-ldu


