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IOW do you like my new dress ?" she asked ments you can select some becoming enough to
5thsparkling eyes. -'Is it not superb ?" wear."

"t is really very handsome," replied her "0Of that I am the best judge, Mr. Morton,"

usband, looking proudly upon her. she answered, her dark eyes kindling with

" It should be," she quickly rejoined. " This passion ; but let me tell you I find your excuse

irur4ssels lace," and as she spole, she raised the for refusing me a paltry jewel, very improbable.
,,eh trimming which might have adorned the I know but little of your affairs, for of course

of a duchess, "cost me an immense sum. you keep them as secret as possible from your

at has left me actually pennyless. lowever, I wife; still, I am not quite as ignorant as you

ha' have the satisfaction of outshining all there. suppose. How are the revenue& of your vast

ut do you not perceive that something is want- estate in Dorsetshire employed ?"

o ry toilette ?" Mr. Morton felt there was to be a scene, and

eo, indeed, 'tis perfect." for once he determined to remain firrn; he there-

he eally, 'tis astonishing, how blind you are," fore coolly replied :

th said somewhat pettishly. "Do you not see " Where does the money that keeps up your
aI have no ornaments in my hair ?" establishment, pays your numerous retinue, opera

hy, to speak truly, I never observed it; box, and carriages, corne from ?"
t I assure you, Louisa, your curls look far " That is very well," she triumphantly rejoined,
tter free and unconfined as they are at present. "but it does not account for the large yearly

r - rents you receive from Hillingdon Manor."
O spare me ! that hackneyed quotation of " Your expensive entertainments, costly dress,

ty when unadorned, is adorned the most.' jewelry, and unceasing demands for pocket

nighty well in theory, but not so admirable money, can best account for that."
Practice But, do you recollect the Countess " Since you have so satisfactorily answered for

eville-how well she looked the other night the others, perhaps you can find some equally
t L leathcott's ?" plausible pretext for the outlay of that estate in

Yes, she was one of the most elegant looking Scotland, which, if I mistake not, your agent
0  in the room." once said in my presence, was a very valuable

Vll ! did you remark her splendid diamond one."
It was that that made her look sb queen- " That is my daughter's, exclusively. She

inherits it in right of her mother, and with that,

believe you pointed it out to me," inno- Mrs. Morton, neither you nor I have anything to
Y rejoined Mr. Morton. " It was really do."

Sbecominlg." This did not tend to appease her, and, trembling
.alihen would you not like to see your wife with anger, she exclaimed:

han he Countess of Neville ?" she said, " I care not where the money cornes from, but
b, her tone to one of winnin h sweetness ? answer me definitely, am I to have those jewels

dear Morton, give me a tiara like hers or not ?"
orrow evening." . " I have already answered you."

husband actually started, and exclaimed
th a, air of grave surprise: " Then, till I obtain them," she passionately

What ! more jewelry, Louisa? Where are rejoined, "I shall not leave this house. You

3 earls, and that set o? rubies I bought for shall go alone to Mrs. Sutherland's to-morrow

ast week at your own request, and then, the night, and let them know 'twas your despicable

re08 Y diamond bracelet I gave you a fortnight meanness that prevented my accompanying you.

"iouslyr IIortense shall have this dress," and as she spoke,

O! 1 e remember them well; but you will not she tore the rich trimming from her robe and

S refUse to gratify me in this request. I flung it away.

on te not to ask you, for anything else for a " Then be it so," said her husband, who with
t ne " some difficulty had preserved his self-command,

on th utterly impossible. Reflect for a moment " You are your own mistress to go or to stay as
Lt rIense sum those jewels wili cost. Had you think proper; but since we are on this sub.

ît, bu o Purchased the last set I might have done ject, let me tell you, Louisa, your expenses for
tno 'tis out of my power." the last two months have been really enormous.

he YoU will not give it to me ?" Do not think for a moment I wish to curtail yOW
I Would if I could, but I have not sufficient pleasures or amusements. Far from it; but still

Oney ; and surely out of all your orna- you must learn to be a little more economical,


