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TRUTH'S MUSINGS.
The tax payers of Canada have ovident-
Iy to pay well for their luxuries, liko other
perplo. A few years ago an Agent-Gen-
oral fur Canads i Eagland was proposed
aud agreed upon, and Sir Aloxander Galt
was seleeted for the post, at what many
peoplo thought the liboral allowance of
210,000 a year and full expenses.  Last
year it was proposed to allow tho Hon.
Ministor of Railways to fill the oflico of
Agent-General in London aud Minister
of Ralways in Ottawa at tho same timo,
drawing salary for the latter only, and
livinga part of the year in ono country,
and a part in the other. It now turns
out that even with the arrangement of no
salary, the present London arrangement
will take a protty promunent position in
our publicacconuts. Even without salary
tho Agent must bo supulied with a dwell-
ing and surroundingsin keeping with tho
lonor of the position.  According to a
reeent parliamentary return, a house has
Leen rented at a round two thousand dol-
Jars a year, while nearly two thousand
more has been pard out of the treasury
fur its painting and decoration, and an-
other cight thousand for furniture, with
anuther four thousand added for “‘sun-
dries,” and some other items of expense.
Trurh dees not know what *‘sundries”
may mean just here, for Sir Charlesis a
teetotaller.  In some of our public ac-
counts *'suudnes " has meant a ,00d deal
—both of liquids and solids.  The rent,
repairs and furnishing of a house for our
Loudon Agent, last yearaltogether, makes
the handsume sum of over mxtecn thous.
aud dullars.  When a zalary, travelling
vapenses, and all the other necessanes
are nddud, a pretty large amount will bo
represented, but. posubly the work cannot
be eapected more cheaply.  In England
viuay official 13 expected to put on a good
deal of *‘style,” and 13 counted of but
little impartance it he does not.

The success of the Scott Act voto in
Oxford County Jast week s another sig-
nificant indication of tho pragress of tem-
perance sentiment throughout the coun-
try There is no mistaking tho signa of
tho times in this respect.  Tho licensed
hquor traflic in Canada has evidently out-
Jived its popularity in the public estima-
tin, and those in any way interested in
the business may as well takonote of the
fact at once, and make ther future ar-
rangements accordingly.  That public
opinion 13 growing cvery year mere
strongly tonards prolubitien 1s undoubt-
udly truo notoenly as regards Canada, but
in Eugland and the United Statesas well.
That the Scott Act 1s as cfficient a pro-
hibitery law as can bo reasonably eox-
pected, o far as its junisdiction extenda,
tho result of its operations prove.  The
Act was cvidently framed with caro and
wizdem, and not nearly as many techni-
s flaws have been discovered ic it e
ave uanelly fornd kn Acte of Vesllamend

when thoy como to bo put to the practi-
cal test. Tho provorbial *‘coach nnd
four” has not been driven through the
Act, thoughany clovor lawyor would have
had a littlo fortuno awaiting him if he
could only have succeeded 1n dving #o.
The experiment has been fuirly trivd, too,
but without success.

Tho Pavilion temperance demonstra.
tion on Monday ovemng was ono of the
most successful and most oncouraging
mectings of tho kind ever hold in tlns
city. Nct only was this go in regard to
the numbersattending, butalso in regard
to the cluss of persons attending,  Until
this year a temperancoe meoting, of any
gize at least, under tho auspices of the
Church of England, was something quite
unknown. It is ovident, however, that
this large and influential church now in.
tends to fairly do its duty, as a church,
in this great moral reform, and its influ-
enco will be greatly felt for good in the
work. Tho other branches will bo stim-
ulated to greater cffurts, and public opin-
ion will bo much strengthened.  There
was cvidently a goud indication of the
growing spirit of Christian union in ap-
pearanco on the platform of leading min-
istors and laymen of ncarly evory branch
of the Church in tho city. It will bo a
good day for us when all Chnistians will
forget all denominational prejudices and
jealousies and cordially umte m the one
groat work in whick all should feel a cum-
mon interest.

Boforo tho closing of tho Legislature
an Act was passed autherizing the ap-
printment of a special commission of
three judges, with power to thoroughly
investigate the noted  ““ cumspiracy
charges, and it is quite probable that
something  decisivo will svon te¢ under-
taken in regard to this business. What
judges will be selected for tho purpuse
has not yet transpired, but nodoubt need
bo entertaincd that they will be eflicient
men. Nearly all the judges appear to bo
very hard worked just now, and consid-
crably behindhand in their work, and the
case may not bo possibly reached at onco
on that account. Tho sincere hopo of all
classes, unless of a fewr of the real party
hacks, ia that an investigation may prove
clearly just who are unplicated in the dis-
graceful business, and to just what ox-
tent. Thero is now a vory atrong suspic-
ion in regard to some, at Jcast, who may
turn out quito innocent, and the sconer
the whole business is uncarthed tho bet-
terat will bo for those who may bo wrong-
ly suspected, and tho better tao for the
peoplo whose interest aro wronged in any
such attempt.

The Pohico Court investigation of tho
Iast few days in connectinn with the con
spiracy caso has cvidently convineed the
Magwstrato and soveral others that Kirk-
land has not a» much to do with tho no
tual conspiracy as wao ad first auppored,

This may rot yet {um ont comrect, bus
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tho frcts as far as thoy have boen oheited
in tho evidonco all go to indicato thag
while Kirkland was quite willing to pay
out money protty freely to any members
who could be bought over to support lus
particular  tunber -chemo, yet no monoy
had been actually paid by him, or if
thore had it was in very inconeiderablo
sums. It does not appear that ho cared
much about tho overthrow of tho Party;
as such, and would have cheerfully work-
ed with vithoer party to gain his own per-
sonal ends. Probably some other sourco
will have to bo looked te in order to trace
out whoere tho §1,800 of hard cash camo
from that was paid into tho Speaker's
haunds by the members approached.
-— X

Kirkland’s mistaho appears to have
been in supposing that Legislators can
be bought up as casily and as safely in
Canada as in his own country. Ho stated
to some of his new mado friends that he
had bought up sowme of tho States Legis-
lators beforo and had paid out successfully
tens of thousands in that way. Very
likely he told tho truth. His exponience
in regard to that kind of business in Can-
ada has not been very assuring. It is
much to our credit that such has been the
case.  Probably his other great mistake
was in falling inte company with other
hand greasers, of Canadian growth, who
had quite differont ends to scrve, and
who made him a victim of wmisplaced con-
fidence.

The brewers have been again at Ottawa
trying to got somo assurauce, or sumo ro-
laxativn of the present laws from the
Government. It is ovident thoy consider
their case o pretty sorivus une, or 8o much
anxicty would nut bo dwisplayed. Trurn
does nut desire to sce any 1ujustico done
to the Lrowers ur to any uther class of
men.  Thero is little doubt but that the
Government will requirea good deal of
courage to faco public opinion oven if it
desired to relax tho Jaws soas to moet
tho wishes of the browers. The public
feoling undoubtedly is that the auccess of
tho brewers, or of any other class of liquor
makers, i3 not in tho best intorests of the
people, and conscquently any rolaxation
of tho stringent lawa now in forco would
bo an unpopular move, to gay the very
least of it.

Tho first session of thopresent Legisla-
turo was brought to acleso on Tucsday
afternoon, with th. usual military and
millinery display. Trutit hopes to aco
the day when the Licut. Governor may
notfeel thatisdigmity isriskedinomitting
tho presont display in councction with
opening and closing the Legislatare, If
it over had any effect inamprossing peoplo
with tho importanco and tho dignity of
official position surely tho day in past.
Thero was nothing very remarkablo about
tho scasion just clesed, cxcept the con-
nestion 1t hnd with the notsd “‘eonspiracy
exo” Thy wamal number of Bitle wore
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passod through, and of asbout the usual
importanee, but there was nothing of ox-
tmordinary interost.  Before the session
oponed the much debated guestion of the
prebable support of the Mowat Govern.
ment had been about settled, and the
various test votes proved that the public
opinion of its strongth was about correct.
It is now more probable than over that
the Govermmment will Ine out easly tho
prosent Logislature unless sumo very un-
foresoon circumstancos oceur  The idelity
of tho diferent men elected to their party
has ovidontly beun put to tho practical
test, and it is not at all probablo that many
more extra-hazirdous exporiments will bo
tried in tho way of deawing any off, Tt
is now evidont enough that the entiro
business «f tho sessin could have been
done, and bitter dene, m one half the
timo spont but fur the detormiuation of
tho Legislature tu play at Pachinment,
and to wasto & much timo 1 following
up Parliamentary routine.

Tho German people are still alarmed m
regand to tho danger they mcur of trich-
inosis in eating raw pork. A polico edict
has lately been published in the country
to warn peoplo abuut 1it.  Tho eatinyg of
raw pork appears to bo quite a common
custum there, notwithstanding all the
davgers and deaths thero have been, It
may hets bo remarhed that the prohi-
tivn against thy uuportation of American
pork continues because of the danger of
importing discased meat in that way, A
good deal of kard fechiug ss springing up
botween tho twu cuuntries abimt tho mnat-
ter, tho Awctican pork dealers asserting
that it is ouly an eacuse to protect the
home porh producer. Quite an agitation
has sprung up i faver of prelubtting the
impurtaticn of beur, or sume other Gor-.
wan product, as a measure of retaliation,

Thero appears to bo a determination on
tho part of somo leading men in England
to sit down on the patent medicno deal-
crs. A good many of this class havo been
successful in accumulating largs fortunes,
by dint of good advertising and fair busi-
ness energy. A bill is now before the
British House of Commans tho object of
which is to prohibit the salo of any patent
medicinos until they havo been first offici-
ally oxamb :d and pronounced not pamson-
ous. It izmot probuble that any such
moasuro will affect thu trado to any con-
siderablo vxtent.  Patent modictnes are
mado to sell as well as to curo—espean” y
toscll.  Tho manufacturers of taem know
well onoughhow unsafo as well as unpopu.
lar 1t would bo to nux anything n that
mi§ht bo poisenouy, ur oven dangerous i
any way. Pcaplo of all discases, and
without any kind of discase buy} teny
medicincs, and they are swallowed hy tho
barrel in osery town or city an England,
aswell as mCanada.  Uno thing can bo
genorally ealculated upon respecting them
and that ia that thoy aro, generallyy
noither polsonouw or dsngerory,



