4 Wine is a mocker, strong drink is reging, and whosoecer is deceived thercby is not wise.'—Proverss, Chap, 20.
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A'IHYMN OF LIFE.

BY CHAERLES MACKAY.

A Traverrrr through o dusty road
. Stigwed zcorns on the les,
Aig’:éph took root and sprouted up,
Aﬁé‘gww into a tres.

-Love sought its shade at evening tims,

To breathe its carly vows,

And age was pleased in heats of noon,
To bask hencath its bows ;

The dormouse loved its deagling twigs,
The birds sweet music bore,

It stood @ glory in its place,
A blessing ever more !

A iittle spring hadlost its wey
Amid the grass and fern,

A passing stranger scoop'd a well,
Where weary men might tnm ;
He wall'd it in, and hung with care

A ladio at the brink-—
He thought not of the deed he did,
But judged that til might drink.
He passed again—and lo! the well,
By summers never dried,

}ad cooicd ten thousand parching tongues,

And saved a life besade |

A éreamer drop’d a random thought ;
"Twas old, and yet "twas new—
A simple fancy of the brain,
But strong in bei
It shone upon a

Andlo! its gt e “§
A'lamp of ixfo&id 1@ Ny B
A monitory PRie. ,*r,.‘ e

The thought was sgsll-fifypgoe great,
A watch-fire ofglee:hill,

It sheds its radunce tar sdown,
And cheors the valley still !

PRV

A noamneless man, amid 2 erowd
That thronged the daily mart,
Let fail 2 word of Hope and Love,
Unstudied from the heart ;

A whisper on the tumult thrown—-
A transitory breath—

It raised a brother from the dust,
It saved a soul from death,

O germ! O font! O world of love!
O thought at random cast !

Ye were but little at the first,
But mighty at the lust {

PRI UPY

THE HUMAN SOUL.

guishes man from the beasts that perish. Man has
a soul as well as a body, and it is this immatenal and

i thinking pa.t, swhich is possessed with the powers of

! judging, invention, and memosy ; and capable of know-
ing, obeying, imitating, and praising its great Creator,
| that chiefly distinguishes him from the beasts of the
. field, the fowls of the air, and the jishes of the sea —It
1 1s this spark of Divinity that unites the earthiy to the
. heaveniy nature, and constitutes Man the lord of the
"inferior creation, the connecting link that unites 1t to
. the supenior intelligences.
* But what above all things, renders the soul of man
-infinitely valuable, and deserving of his most scrious
{ concern, is that iMMoRrTALITY. which although it has
beea more clearly brought te light by the guspel, is
‘ neveriheless deducible, to a certain degree. from some
of the sublime pages of the Book of Nature.
¢ We all know that we are to 1, and the many vex-
ations and crosses. troubles and losses, pains. afflictions
| 2nd diseases. which we here axperience, we have rea-
. son to belicve are wisely anu benrevolentiy sent by an
-indulgent providence to prepare us for the change.

The soul is the great ennobling principle that distin- |

| the pious and judicious Addison, * can it enter into the
thoughts of man, that the soul. which is capable of such
immense perfections, and of receiving new improve-
ments to all eternity, shall full away into nothing al-
most as soon as it is created 7 Are such abilities made
for no purpose ? A brute arrives at a point of peifec-
tion that he never can pass: in a few years he hus all

ten thousand more, would be the same thing ;le is at |
present.  Were 2 human soul thus at a stand ir her
accomplishments, were her faculties to be fult nlown,
and incapable of further enlargements, I could imagine
it might fali away insensibly, and drop at once 1uto a
state of annihilation. But can we believe » thinking
i being, that is ir 2 perpetual progress of inrprovement, '
land tavelling on fiom attainment to attainment, aiter
having just looked abroad into the works of its Crea'ur,
and made a few discoveries of his infinite goodness,
! wisdom and power, must perishat her first setting oat,
and in the very beginning of her mquiries 1 The silk-
worm. after having spun her task, 1ays her eggs and|
dies. But 2 man can neves have taken in his full]
measuie of knowledge. and come up to the perfectio
of his nature, before he is hurried 0 the stage. Woul
an infinitely wise Bemg make such glenous creature
for so mean a purpose 7 Can he delight in the prodes
ton of such abortive intclligences, such sboﬂ-\ivcdl
reasonable beings 2 Wouid he give us talents that are
not to be exerted t—capacities that are not to be grati-
fied I How can we find that wisdom which shines
through all his works in the formation of man, without
looking on this world as only a nursery for the next,
and behieving, that the several generations of rational
creatures. which rise up and disappear in such quick
succession, are ouly to receive their first rudimenic of
existence here, and afierwards to be transplanted inlo
a more fricndly climate, where they may spread and
flourish to all etermity 17

It 1s true, that if nature is lei? to herself, doubts and
fears will sometimes spring up in the mind of man,
' and those trausporting views that arise from a belief of
the smmostality of the soul be at times darkened and

' But when death arnives,~sensation fatis,—and the st | Overciouded ; but what eise can be expected in suchan

{inactive body is streiched on the silent bier.

1 Dream we - that lustre of the moral world."—that

;thinking immatenal part in the composition of man,

. ‘ goes out in darkness 1"—1Is 1t possible to conceive.
i that while not an atom of the earthly tabernacle can
; possibly be lost 1n suffering its decomposition m the

, §rave, or in ary other situation undergoing the process

{ which reduces it 1o its first principles—the Light of the

- soul shall be utterly annihilated, and that lamp of the
Lozd be for ever extinguished 2

To reason from analogy, and what we have seen of
the works of the Creator, have we not rmather reason to
" conclude. that the soul here. is, as it were. in & state of
embryo, or preparation for anather and a futare world.
where 1ts ferble powers shall be ripened into action.
and the §lorious stndics of its Maker’s works here be-
gu=, shall be perfected and completed 7+ How," says

imperfect state as this. where we sce but darkivles
through a glass ?

From what we dn see we have reason to conclude,
1that all things are ordered 1 the best manner possible ;
“and it is no doult, equally necessary, that the more
substantial joys of a future life should be veiled from
our eyes in this world. as 1t 1s that the glory of the sun
should be concealed below the horizon, and the atmos-
phere enveloped in the shades of nighk;
vening seasons. when decp sleep
because man stands in need of 7
(sayvs Si. Pisrre.) that swhen [ smv
ship which was zelsirning frdiitthayl

t

tdrning fi n as
, the'sailors pertectiy distinguished th¥WMERheithative
country. they beecame almost cilgagpblc of at-
tending to the ship. Some £ eir eyes upon ity

incapable of turning them away ; others put on -theit
best clothes as il thay were immediately to disemibatkss

the endowments he is capable of : and were he to live ; —



