Selected Aoticles,

“STAND UP FOR YOUR SABBATILS.”

.. i

.
& \YORD FOR OLD AND YOUNG,

Ktand vp for sanpreSablathy; 1et natblog have power
o tal, * from Gad's childven thnir ethrisht and duwer,
The reet- 11 ; appointed in Edow's faly bower

Ere »ln bad yetelondod eartli's el torning hour,

Stand up for your Sablatts, the Sabb th of rest,
Aad's wolerm womaaudi at from Sin Wy,
When a i d by the timndes, by dathic o oppre i,
"Pheir sin and thelr weahness His people confests

gland wp for your Sabbath’s; the Savlour srose

n triumph on Hunday,-and zeattered your-foes,
“His Lb rs Olerded, vt bome all 13 woes,

That y»uinl bt laye puden and fUL's sweet ropose,

Stand np £ yonr Sablaths § the Spilt tame down
On Bundag, and gave it 3 gladvo no yanoawn

O caltn ¢hristlan § bathy no thunderatouds frawn
Gmee, perce, nid refoking are Sabbativa bright crown,

Stand wp for your Sabbaths ; carth's Tusiness and care
In x weary worksdays have more thaa thelr shard ;
Thev cones the blest Sabbaths of lalenr beware
Which stoals frons the rost=day ta nhieh you ave hde

Statsl up fop your Sabibaths ¢ of pleasurs tako heod
Whiclc s ebs from Gal's worship yout footsteys to lead ,
Olr, panwe, Nabbathebroaher, tiat flawer s a weald
Which «tings as you pluck it and bears deadly secd.

Stand up for your Sabbaths, the carnest and sign

Of* re~2" that "renainoth” in manslons divine:

With stre ths of lieave v's glory our Sabbaths anwe shine,
Some Fif<s they row yield us from Escliol’s rich vine

Stau Lup for your Sablath's 3 these happy Lowd's-days
Or wings asof eagles your souls shall upmise,

Wil faith's Joy ful worship and liope’s cheering lays
Ring hn the grand Sabbath and thunders of praise!

Rachard Wilton, 2. 4.
Tuese verses can be sung fo the

Hanover, or old 104tl, Ly the addit
julcdte of the it and second lines.

SERMON PREACHED IN GOULD
Sr. CHURCH, TORONTO ON
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BY REV. J. 3. KING, M. As

Jeremiah—4-2. The Lord beliveth n
truth, in judgenent, aud in righteousness,
and the nations shall bloss themselves i
Him and in Him shall they glory.”

We have assembled to-day, on the
jnvitation, both of the ccclesiastical
and civil authorities recognised by us,
to make devout anlithankful acknow-
ledgement of the goodness of God in
the abundance of the Hurvest, and in
the general prosperity vouchsafed to
the country throughout the year ; to
suy together and amid the solemni-
ties of worship,we owe our peace and
security, our plenty, our exemption
from war, and famine, and pestilence.
to Him, to His wise and righteous
and merciful government of us and of
all things. We must not be regarded
as overlooking the proximate causes
which have been at work to secure to
us the enjoyment of these and other
blessings, such as the sunshine and
rain from heaven, the labourers in-
dustry and skill, the enactment of
wise and equitable laws. We will-
ingly recoguise in the production of
some or of all them, the operation of
those general laws whichthe Almighty

has instituted. But we may not stop
at these. A feeling of gratitude is
awakened within the devout mind
by the expericnce of providential
blessings, which cannot spend itself
on proximate causes or on the blind,
however beautitul and wondrous se-
3uences of nature—n feeling, which

emands for its satisfaction a personal
Ruler, which carries the soul at once
up to Him “ who worketh all things
after the counsel of his own will”

We watch with interest the work-
ing of the secondary causes of nature,
we observe and admirve the operation
of law everywhere in the domain of
grovidence, and we govern our con-

uct accordingly; “but the Lord
reigneth” and “we come before His

L gasion hke&%{;ho present woe 1

tain aspocts of truth and duty wwhich

navy ministrations of the sanctnary.

The blessings for which, on an oc-

ghanks to Cod, ave those ot & {
kind, thase which we have: ahure

which we huve been oursolves -
vorod in onr character of private
Christaies; the blessings which have
been vouchsafed-to the Provinee asa
whale, thongh net in overy. ease tous
as individuals.  Some of you may
have had precious spivitual experi-
onces throughout the year—esperi-
onces of quickened love to Gol aud
heightened joy and coufirmed obo-
dienca, o some, wo trust, it h
been the year of their Lirth fvom
above, of their translation from “dark-
ness £ light, and from the power of
Satan nnto ({od” and if so, this evai,
similar visitation of merey will doubt.
less bo retlected in the tone and spuit
inwh-eh the thanksgivingsof this day
have been rendered, even though not
forming their subject matter. For
such blessings, though the highest of
all; do not form the proper, the dis-
tinctive subjects of devout acknow-
Jedgment on an oceasion like the pre-
cent, but rather, as has been stated,
those of a more public and general
character, those which proteet and
promoto the well-beitg of the com-
munity at large. Our minds ave to-
day, therefore, naturally thrown in
the duection of such questions as
these: In what does national well-
being root? What are the olements
which constitute it? Hew far iy our
individual welfare, aven the purity
and strength of Christian life among
us affected by the-social and political
condition of the period 2 and what is
our responsibility as individuals and
as professng Christians in relation
thoreto? It seems & pity——perhaps
it is ot altogether creditable to the
intelligence of the pulpit any more
than conducive to. its power—that
questions of this nature do not receive
ab least its occasional attention on
other oceasions, We may to-day, ab
any rate, without, I trust, anyone
cailing in question the propriety of
the course, look ut some or all of
them, and let us do so in the light of
this striking declarativn of Seripture,
“The Lord liveth in tvath, in juds-

nations shall bless themselves in
Him, and in Him shall they glory.”
et us endeavor, in the first place,
to weigh the force of the words them-
gelves. The Lord liveth in truth, in
judgment and in righteousness.” He
does not simply execute truth and
judgment and righteousness, being
governed by.-a supreme rvegard there-
to in all His denlings with the crea.
tures He has made, but He liveth
therein. The exercise of these per-
foetions form the life of God. He
could sooner cease to be omniscient
or almighty, fhan He could cease to
be true and just and righteous. It is
true the nature of the Divine exist-
ence must ever remain a mystery to
us. No finite intelligence wny hope
to comprehend it. No prozess of re-
search can give us even an approxi-
mate solution of the mystery in which
that existence is shrouded, which is
the cause and ground of all other
existence; for “in Him all live and
move andhave their being” But the
impossibility of comprehendin the
nature of His being, must not %e al-
lowed to render us inattentive to the
statements of Scripture in regard to
its attributes or to such of its condi-

' tion s He has been pleased to reveal.

The essential rectitude of His nature
is one of these. Truth, justice, right-
eoushess, are not nceessary attributes

of existence with us, or, so far as we

presence with thenksgivingaud make | know, with created Dbeing in an
) . o v ) { y
a joyful noise unto Him with psalns.” | form, The angels fell, but they re-

‘We met this morning to offer unto
Geod this homage and we have alrendy,
in the exercises in which we have en-

gaged, let us trust in & manner accep- 'But God (let us say it with rever-!
table tg Him, d}schm‘ged the main | ence), in c(ensinfr to ){)e true and just i
duty of the oceasion. To-day, if not ' and righteous,a must cease to be.

indeed, always, the ¢ xercises of pray-
er ang praise, are not only the first

in order of time but the must import- . light,” or,

ant. In connection with a service of
public thanksgiving, our speech to
one another must ever take rank a ‘ter
our expression of gratitude to God.
And yet it is not only usual, but
right and proper_ that both should |
have a place in the services of the
day ; that having spoken to God of‘
His undeserved goodness to us we,
should speak to one another, however |
briely, of the duty we owe to Him
especially in the capacity in which
we have Dbeen invited to recognise
.our dependence on-Him. It is, ingged,
one of the not small advantages of a

mlﬂ:e theg;se‘ nt,uu‘.t.outu:

tained their existence and, in & mea-
sure, their power. Men violate truth
and right very often, and still live on.

These qualities form the very essence
ef the Divine life, * Wewalk in
fall from it into darkness.
“God is light.” The Lord liveth in
trath, in judgment and righteous-
ness.” It is added, *‘and the nation
shall bless themselves in Him, and in
Him shall theK g]110ry.” In the con
neetion in which these words are
spoken, they can only be regarded as
neaning, that nations must seek their
life in that which God finds Hig, thut
they can bless themsclves only in the
exercise of truth aud justice and
righteousness, oven a8 God liveth
therein 3 in a word, that national

1well-being, to be real and durable

must lean on God, and therefore on
tho‘ ractice of those excellenciés
which are ins from the Di-

can be easily overlooked in che ordi- x

ment and in righteousness, and the

, ving favour, from tho Divine oxist-

NEo BvoN,
Let us divect our attention, then,

| for a little to tho truth rogpreting
B4 publie or national wnll-buin%

blied theso words teach ns,
W ] 2 in i stated in this form, that all true and
common with othery, in oureapacity | enduring nationul prosperity has its
of citizens, rather than thuse with foundatiori in the reverent fear of

" which
be

S

It may

God chevished amang the people and

1 . I3 . U . .
| in their swvies of Hin in truth and

; righteousness, Tam far from suying

| that nothing farther is_necessary to
< shalee. nubions  great and prosperous 3
that the sutward conditions of soil
and climate and race, and physical
i Lounduries, caunt for nothing in this
tclmlwctlﬂn. Every observant and
reflecting mind must admip the very
| great importance of these and other
| Such circumstances. But we have
only to real history, we have only to
lovg over the world at the present
t hour to see that even the most tavor-
able conjuncture of these physical
conditions is of itself insuflicient to
secare national weal.  We have only
tu look to Spain, to Turkey, to the
‘Valley of the Euphrates, to Mexico
or the republics of Souta America, i
learn that, in the absence of inbel
gent piety and  the moral virtues
which it sustains, we can have the
greatest misery and degradation co-
sistonb with many or with all the
material cloments of prosperity and
grandeur; while instances, on the
other hand, are not wanting to show
the possibility, where the fear of God
is generally cherished, of rearing a
faiv and stable structure of national
greatnessamid outward circumstances
anything but advantageous, The
facts ae nob dificult of explanation,
did time and the proper limits of this
discourse suffice for its development.
The force of such considerations as
the following will be at onee telt by
every intelligent heaver. The fear of
Gud, the just and revereut sense of
his claimy, or let us say, true veligion,
is eminently conducive to industry,
to self-control, t» integrity, to perse-
verance, to those qualities generally:
which contribute directly to matorial
prosperity and to_the enesal amelio-
ration of hwmnan life. While not un-
friendly even to a moderate ambition
it is the foe only and the constant
one, of indolence, of vice and of
crimo; that is, of the things which
minister to a nation’s poverty and
wretchedness. It manifestly promotes
gocial order, lending =« stability to
overnment, an authority to human
aws, and o protection to the rights
of man, not ensily reached by any
other means, and_yet without these
how impossible of attaininent even a
very moderate degres of prosperity !
1t is found that men will not, as a
general rule, exert themselves beyond
what is necessary simply to procure
the means of life from day to day
where they ave not secured in the
just result of their toil, and this sceu-
rity it is difficult, it not impossible,
to give them where the restraints of
religion are not generally felt, aud
where the ouly fear with a large por-
tion of the population, i3 the fear of
the policeman’s baton ov of the gaol.
Again, eapital, so necessary to deve-
lop the resources of a country, refuses
to enter ov to remain where it does
not find the security which is almost
insepnrable from that general respect
for law never so effectually inculeated
and inspired as by religious principle
National well-being means, whatever
elge, stability of governmen,, suceess-
ful business, humane attention to the
poor and suffering classes; but where
wer stability of government without
respect for law, where successful busi-
ness without integrity, where attea-
tion to the poor and suffering without
human kindness, and how shall we
secure these, respect for law, integrity,
human kindness, so well and so
surely, as through that fear of God
in which they find theiv strongest
support ?

Thus, from whatever point of view
we approach the subject of a prop le's
prosperity, we are biought to the
) conc\usion that its fourdation is laid
in the general prevalence of religious
| princip?e and of those moral virtues
* which this principle sustains. Every

! congideration goes to show the
It,ruth of the statement, “The na-
i tions shall bless themselves in

Him, and in Him shall they glory,”
if they are to glory at all. ~“The
Lord liveth in truth, in judgment,

! and in righteousness,” and the nations

' must learn to cultivate and practise
thess qualities, if they would have

| over their prosperity the shield of the
1 Divine protection, nay,

if they would
not find themselves involved in-n-con-
flict at once-futile and disastrous with-
the great moral forces which God
keaps in constant operation.

Lat this suffios in confirmation and!

BRITISH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN

Tho transition from it is easy and
antural to the remark which we make
for the encourazement of Christion
workers ofovery<dlass, that every feér-
son engaged ith any degree of sue-
eeas whatover In iueuleating the fenr
of God and the love of the Sivieur,
isat the sume time promoting the
welfare of the State  Bvery contri-
bution to domestic purity, to integrity
aml truthfulness, to self-contvol, to
patient enduranee, or to that reverent
senso of Gol's perfections and of God’s
claimy, in which these yuatities find
% their surest roob and nourishment, is
ab the same time a contvibution of
the most direct and effeetive kind to
the strength, prosperity and glovy of
the commonwealth, © Txeopt the
Lord build the house, they labour in
vain which build it. Excopt the
Lord keep the city, the watchman
waketh-in vain.  “The nations shall
b ess themselves in Him.”

The other side of the truth, or,
rather, the complementary truth, is
not lessimportant. L have spoken of
the influenco of the nation’s piety on
the public wolfare, the stability of its
government, the development of its
Tesouvees, and the management of its
afinirs,  Wemust not forget thatthese
in turn affect the religious life of the
nation, and of every Chuveh, we ayty
say, of every individual Chuistewn
within i6, All life is one. As the
life of the Sabbath, and that of the
week-day, so the life of the church,
the life of the home, and the life ot
the S.wate or body politic are connect-
ed in the closest manner, Whatever
exalts and purifies the one, tends to
exalt and purify the.other, What-
ever pollutes and degiades the one,
invariably tends to the Pollution and
degradation of the other. Even if
this were not the case, the path of
duty for Christian men in relation to
publie affairs would not be materially
different from what it is. Thereis
cowardice in the very thought
of surrendering any part of
life, any sphere of human ac-
tivity or enjoyment, any mere out-
post even of existence, to the power
ef evil, even if in doing so0, we could
protect the other, and to us more
sacred parts against its encroach-
ments. But we cannot. It is tho
vainest of dreams to expect a health-
ful development of piety nmong the
churches, in the presencoof a partizan
oracorrupt political life, ensily tolerat-
ed, if nob actually helped by professed-
ly Christinn men. I am very far from.
unagining that the revival of the
Churet’s life, its advancement in
strength, and purity and spiritunlity,
is to be nccomplished ab the polling-
Banth, in the legislative-hall or the
council chamber ; but assuredly it is
to bo protected ngainst cufecblement
and deterioration by Christian men
going there, to act out, with God’s
help, the principles of love to God
and to man, which form the very soul
of religion. They deserve well, there-
fore, not of the state only, but of the
church, they are in a measuro the
benefactors  of both, who interest
themselves in the conduct of public
affairs, and who give their energies
time and means as apportunity offers
or oceasion requires, to secure for
their country the benefits of wiseand
equitable laws, and of o pure, moder-
ate, and uncorrupt administration.
Let not christianmen say, as it it were
a thine to boast of—we take no in-
terest 1 public affairs, none in poli-
tics, Thatisa confession to be made
with shame, rather than with pride.
Tt is true that political life from its
lowest to its highest sphere would
seem to be a scene of moral peril, but
just because it is so, is it the field in
which the highest honors are to be
won; most beneficial influence exert-
el even on the interests of religion,
by those who knows the right and
have the courage to do it under all
circumstances.

I ask yeu, thevefore, not as citizens
ouly, interested in all that is fitted to
Bromobe the material and social well-

eing of the community, but as Chris-
tinns interested in the triwmphs of
religion, very specially as such, to in-
terest yourselves in the conduct of
public affairs, to_exert your full in-
fluence,whether that be lurge or small,
in endeavouring to sccure that this
conduct be such as is worthy of
a Christian people, and not as it has
 s0 often been amang us, partisan and
| corrupt 3 and therefore attecting inju-
' riously the moral and religious life of
the people to an oxtent we seldom
realize.

But returning to the point from
which we started, let it not be forgot-
ten that -the most important service
you can render to this.end, is by help-
ing.to leaven the mind of the com-
wupity with the principles of the

illustration of the truth  bove stated ! Cospel of Jesus Christ.

3 Homes in
which the rising genervation ave train.
ed in the fear of God : schools in
whigh the oulture of ygverence obe-
dietee gaes hand in hivid withand in-

-struction  in history and seience

Churches instinet with the life of
Christ, and Iaboring or nothing loes
than the conversion of men to Gad;
t!xese are the true foundations of ua
tional greatness, the suvest, the only
sare source, of mational prosperity
On grounds alike of religion and pu-
triotism, I ask you to interest youwr
selves in all that promises to multi-
ply the number, and promote the
efficacy of such instrumentalities for
good.  Wo shall soon pass away, but
our country will remain—let us hope
greater and move prosperous than
over—and after it, and above it and
all else, the kingdom whieh cannot be
moved, the e¢hurch which Jesus *pur-
chased with hisown blood”. Let it
be our anbition, the highest we can
cherish, to have apluce in thatchurch,
to be iu fullest sympathy with Him
who is its living Head, in His pur-
poses of Dlessing for it and for the
'\vorld through its instrumentality.
Then as we have expericueed, as indi-
vidpals and as a community, the
divine gooduess in the past, and this
day ackunowledged it, so we way au-
ticipate as our future and the world’s
that which is deseribed in the words
“Qod, even our own God shall bless
us, and all the ends of the earth shall
fear Him.”
[ I

TEACHING OF PROVIDENGCE.

—

When o soldier falls in battle, another is
colled upon to fill his place. When a
church-member dics, another i ex ccted
to carry forward his work for Chist. ‘When
o standard-bearer perishes, another must
tift up the trailing banner, and bear it to
victory. When a missionary is sumnioned
to his reward, a now recruit is called for
that the enterpuiso may not be wenkened.
Dr. Wade has finished his bourse, and ve-
coived his crovm. On hom does the task
fall of filling his vacant place ?

JUUN———)
FORMATION OF CHARACTER.

Have you ever noticed an icicle as it is
formed 2 You noticed how it froze one drop
at o time, until it was a foot long or more.
If tho wator was clean, tho icicle remained
cleaned, and sparkled brightly in the san;
bat if the water was slightly muddy, the
icicle looked foul, oud its beauty was
spoilell. Just so our characters are form-
ing. Ono littlo thought or feeling al =
timé adds its influence. If ench thought
be pure and right, the soul will be lovely,
and will sparkle withlmpqiuoas ; but if im-

ure and wrong, there will bp n final de-
ormity.

THE PROTESTANT CHURCH IN
SEDAN.

Phe Rev. David Macrace, of Gourock,
writing from Sedan, the scene of the final
dofeat of Manrshal Macmnachon, and the
surrender of Napoleon IIL, says —Sedan
had at one time an inferest to Scotchmen
altogotir: different from that which invests
it now. Provious to the revocation of the
Bdict of Nantes, it was a stronghold of
Protestantism in the north of TFrance, atd
liad a ProtestantUnivresity, in whichmany
young Scotchmen went to stuny. In the
long roll of its University professors, which
is still exhibited in the vestry of the Protes-
tant Church of Sedan, you find the names
of several Scotchmeon, ono ot two of whout
had more than a French veputation. Con-
spicious _amongst them is the nmune of
Audrow Melville, who was Professor in the
year 1600, Near it stand tho half Galli-
cised names of §*Jean Cameron’ and
¢ Gaulthior Donaldson.’ * Arthur.Johnaton’
ulso appear as Professor of logie in 1610.
Phe church in the.vestry of which this list
is to be seen has itself a curious history,
It was originally n Roman Catholic convent
and was built by Madame de Mainenon as
an institution for tlie gathering in of Pro-
testant. children, and tho training of them
up in the Roman Catholic fa'th. Tt
was haudod over to the Protestants
by Napoleon I. The convent chapel
is now tho Protestant church, and tho other
parts of the building ave used as Protestaut
schools and orphanages. On the other
hand, the Catholic Church of Sedan,
much larger and more magnificont edifice,
was originally the Protestant church, in
days when Protestantism was the religion
of tho nobility and the poor people goner-
ally, Henco the following strange incident:
—\Whon tho vaults were nuder ropair, tho
%ﬁests discovered the cofins of tho old

ratostant Princes and Princesses of Sedan,
and insisted \:Pon having the consecrated
ground purged from this pollution.  Tho
coflins were accordingly removed in state
to the Protestant church, m which a white
marble pillar, orected by the Duke of Nas-
suu and the King of the Nothorlands, now
marks tha spot beneath which thoey lie.
One of tho Princesses, whose name is en-
graved on the marble, wasa daughtor of
William the Silent, and therofore rolated
to our own Royal family. In the vestry of
the church avo still preserved two volumes
of the old Cousistory {(or Presbytery) min-
utes, going back nearly 800 yoars. ‘The
first entry is dated May 8th, 1507. Some¢
of the minutes are signed by the Princo of
Sedan, aud others by the famous Cappel, as
)podomtor. The mico, liowever, havo
nibltﬂod away the history of about half-a-
eentury,

Tt was s fruitful saying of ‘Thorenn, Bo
uot simply good ; 'be good for sometlilng.

The French ave n signifieant saying
It is always the unexpeoted which'happens.



