
The Sunday School

train. The raising of Lazarus coming, as it did, so
near the close of Chist's life, when tremiendous
events.were culminating and the novements were
rapid, there bas not been proportionate attention
given to this preliminary passage of the portais of
the grave. We are really with the forward colunin
of a heavenly host in its attack on the strongholds
of death. We hear the shock of that first assault
on the tomb, which was succeeded by the struggle
in Joseph's garden.

The raising of Lazarus displayed all the great
principles and powers of all resurrections.

"Our friend Lazarus is fallen asleep; but I go,
that I mayawake him out of sleep." Here was a
declared purpose on the part of Christ to perform
this mighty work. Jesus expressed Hinself as
glad that He and His disciples vere not present at
the departure of the Spirit, in order that they miglht
believe. The raising up of this mai was to be a
conspicuous a.ent in the training of the staff of the
Commander.

There was a deliberation about the whole action
which indicates the teaching trend of the transac-
tion. A delay of two days intervened between the
tume of the message of the sisters regarding the ill-
ness of their brother and the star t ot the relief ex-
pedition. Jesus explained that He knew already of
the falling asleep of Lazarus. We know of no
second courier coming with sad haste to give the
fatal tidings, but the Master knew that life lad de-
parted and when it went. He was keepiug track
of spirits in their flight beyond their earthlyresting-
place. He marked thein wing their way in the un-
seen ether towards. God as accurately as He de-
parted to call thein back again by His own majestic
sunmons. The nature of the Christian's death was
noted for the benefit of the disciples. It was a
sleep. If -men perEisted in using the terni, tlere was
death. But to one who held the reins of spirits
above and upon the earth there was but a slumber
of the soul. A distinct challenge was given to
death and. its supports in human hearts by this
miracle. It vas perforned in lie face of the cross
and the grave. Christ lingered for each of the
sisters of the household to make lier confession of
faith in Him singly and to receive a higher message
of the Master's mission and power. "I am the
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on me,
though lie die, yet shall lie live: and whosoever
liveth and believeth on me shall never die." There
is no declaration of the divine supremacy over
death, even after Christ's own resurrection, vhich
surpasses this. We look to these sublime utter-
ances for our c.onfort and conception of immortal.:
ity, given not after the angels had rolled away the
stone of the tomîb in Joseph's gardei, but while the
seal still lay upon the grave outside Bethany, and
the heart of a loving sister sank at the separation
till the Judgment Day.

This relation. of.Jesus to Lazarus was well known
and recognized. The family knew it; the public
were fami.iar.with the facts. " Behold how He
ioved him !" said some. There was no mistaking
of the sentin)ent which prevailed. Here was,Christ
with a deep affection for.a man., without illustrious
lame or calling. But on His.part Lazarus was one
to be -laved. "Could .not this mian, wl. ich opened
the eyes of .him that was blind,. have caused that
this man also should. not die?" Men thought of
this.brother as one who was a blessing to.îte.c.m.-
munity. -.They would vote.-to çall.him back if it
vould avail. The devotion of the sisters shows:the
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