“ WOE BECAUSE OF OFFENCES.”

BY J. S. HOWSON, D. D.

% s}?" hen the Bible was translated into Fog-
: ,fthe word * offence” had « different mean-
U8 from that which is commonly given to it
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A0 yon see a blind man groping his
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‘e:g {lﬁlth timid and hesitating steps, and

m into broken and dangercus ground,
z‘;:‘}li?]t he falls and is burt,—by s0 doing, ac-
cange s 0 {he old English expression. you
fol'biddlm to “ offend.” It is exactly what is
2ldden in ope of the provisions of the Law
put aOStes, where it is said : “ Thou shalt not
shalt : umbling-block hefore the blind, but
it w eear thy God.” (Levit. xix. 14) Or
lace Q" ayoung child is unsuspecting, you
i ¢ Something in his way which may throw
fear tOWn and hruise him and fill him with
cruely 8t sturbling-block, which yon have
a Y placed there, is called, in the lan-
%€ of Seripture, an ¢ offence.”
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s opimediately the meaning of the word.—|
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Wlicity or in weakness, it was of
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\OW apply this to spiritual things, and we\,

falling into sin—the stumbling- !

its anq rate intention as by the evil xpi- . ing od. : A r

it b “( ﬂmw_ who imitate them,—or whether | to the principles of faith, but of unbelief.—

hes the blingd leading the Wind,” so that. And unbelief is the parent of all sin.
oth “ ¢al} into the diteh,"—such eon-’

4

from sin. Everything that makes sin easigr
and more prevelent, increases the misery.—
And nothing makes sin so easy or 80 preva-
lent, as the mutual example we get to each
other, and the mutual encouragement we de-
rive from each otber. I may truly e said,
that a very large portion of the life of most
men is spent in affording to others the occa-
sious of faliing, and in fulfilling the prophetic
words . “ Woe unlo the world beeause of of-
fences ! 1 donot speak of open persecu-
tion—of deliberate attempis to corrupt the
principles of others, or of the effeets produced
hy flagrant examples of notorious profligacy:
but rather of what takes place inthe ordinary
course of the world’s proceedings. Take the
world as it is, and view some of its ordinary
featares. Cousider, for instance, some of the
common distinctions—as of rich and poor—
of educated and ignorant—those, ou the one
hand, who exercise influence on others—aad
those, on the other, who ate influenced by
the former. How do men use their weslth.

{f any man misleads the | their power. their talents, their knowledge ?
se doctrines or wicked prac- | The answer.is very easy.
th‘d‘“'h“lhr*r it be done cousciously und . they use them for themselves, without think-"

For the most parf,
ing of God. They use them not according
Their

life is a test'mony against the necessity of
faith.  And so far as their temporal advan-

thlgt?nﬂ child into sin. or ane who is like a1 taces or mental superiority may give them
S

"™ thy . of inflnence over others, so far their - inﬂupqce
(ang th onr Savienr spoke when He said temlqn: the direction of sin. o

stﬂndiﬁue “?}"1@ whom Te had called was;  Now this principle is evidently plicable
“ Whog, here in the midst of the disciples) . to afl ranks and wll agey of ife. 1o man

Which 2 shall offend one of these little ones
eliove in me, it were hetter for him

at |
anq &ml"]‘fﬂne were hanged- about his neck
Seq ” at he were drowned in the deptl of the

NMatt. xviii. 6.) °

to‘:\hz then he proceeds to add, in refel-once%
deey, whale world which He came to re-

Cavound him,

is quite without fluence.  Most men hava
more than they imagine  Wherever a mawis
p'aced, higcorduet is an example to thase
ITe cannot he worldly and self-
ish without doing harm. An ungodly habit
of mind is a perpetur] “ offence 7 and most
men aremeodly,  This is true everywhere.

oﬁencé*’" VVOf unto the world hecause ofi Neizhbours in a village, children at a school,
Come 8 1 for it must uceds be that offences servants ina honsehold, not only hv persecu-

Come,» ("ll)t woe uuto thut man by whom they.
ing ang (;f‘ T)—a thraeipld sentence of warn-,
Jert hog prophecy, which brings three sub-;
the wor g!‘e ounr attention. 1. The wmisery of
ling-hi, becanse of the offences or stnmh-:
npe@ﬂﬂit: Sf of the soul ; 2. The inevitable!
ang ¢ of the prevalence of these offences:

. The eXistence of this misery ; and,.
whe p a‘é(‘l'tum j\lflgment which fall.on those
8ol r‘oe these hindrances in the way of the,

The gress from earth to heaven,

tion, by ridicule, by profaneness, but by tue
sileut effect of indifference to relicion—is it
not too true that they continually cause each
other to stumble and to full ?

But to see the extent of this woe and mise-
ry, “ becanse of offences.” 3t is nsefal to con-
cider this inflaenen, where it is strongst and
most marked, hv looking at the hrond dis-
tinetions between man and man, which were
allnded to before.

| , If a man i3 eminent for his professions or

Misery of the world arises entirely his powver. Le is closely observed by his



