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1 Ag the tiith is in Jesus -Hph. iv. 21,

BY REV. PAYRICK GRAY, KINGSTON; UANADA WEST.

In order that we may understand the
Tull import ahd bearing of the text, it will
hecessary to consider its conyrection with

the preceding and following context.
With this chapter the apostle commeiices
‘Practical part of his epistle, with which
® Proceeds to the conclusion. It consists
*f various exhortations, applying and en-
forcing the doctrines stated in the earlicr
Portion of the epistle, and earirestly urging
¢ Ephesian Chtistians to a constant, con-
Vitent, and totdial fulfilntent of the wkole

Tuge of Chilstian duty.

In a general resume of these practical
“hbrtations, we may notice the following
Mﬁularly —_—

L. A very affectionate ¢all to Christian
%% ang unity, I therefore, the prisoner
" the Lord, beseech you that yé walk
woﬂ'hy of the vocatioh,” &e. ; ehap. iv. 1-6.

2. Ha affirms that God had made ample
Provision for His people, that they tiight

instructed in the faith,—guided, and
ified i truth and love—and preserved

"M the danger arising from couflicting
i, erring statements of doctrine; chiap.

KRS
‘a.’ After having shown them thefr ad-
\: e, he warns them solemnly in the

e of the Lord against a worldly, vain,
thd 8odless life-<auch as prevailed among
‘b. heathen around them—from which

%Y Dad been themselves delivered by the

of God. They had learned what

" the guil, and what the consequences

\'n uch 4 life, by beiug taught «as the
s in Jeaus” chap: iv. 17-81.

% Then he goes on to the end of the

to the end of the epistle indeed

wting and enjoining the various

requirements of the law of Christ;—suchm .
honesty, triithfulness, muoekness, industry,
purity of life, tenderness of conscionce,
spirituality of mind, mercifulhess, and
brotherly - kindnees for the Lord's sake.
To sum up—an adornitig of the goapel of
God their Saviour in all circumstintes, and
in every relation of life.

Such were the lessotis they were taught
when théy heard Christ and learned of
Him, as the truth is in Jesua

The truth—as it is in Jesus——is,

1. Humbling truth-—abasing our self-
esteem—hiding pride from man. ~For it
tells of the universal darkness, g\nlt, snd
death of the human family; chap. ii. 1-5;
v. 8.

2.. Gracious truth to every penitent,
every dontrite otie. For it tells of Christ
comiig to seek and save the lost,—of His
sufféring for us to redeem us to God ;—of
His victory over sin and death;—of His
asceiision to be & Prince and a Saviour;—
of gifts of grace which He bestows—adapted
to all, sufficient for all, and offered to all;
chap. iv. 7-10; v. 14,

8, Purifying, sanctifying truth. For it
calls us to holiness,—from malevolence and
wicked duing, from ungodliness and aver-
sion to the holy,—to-glory, and honour,
and virtue——to whatever is lovely, true, and
of good report-—and to Christ:likeness;
supplying also the means and agencies for
the attainment; chap. ii. 10, &o.

4. Useful truth: —with & substantisl
everyday worth ih it. For it constrains ite
recipients to live and act as Christ did, makes

tliem followers of God u dear children, and
causes them to be u; faithful, khd,
and brotherly to -Iaga.



