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EDITORIAL

A FEDERAL HEALTH DEPkRTMENT.

Tis important subjeet was up ini the House of Coxnmons recently.
ring the debate Dr. Sheard, Of Southl Toronto, is reported as havingr
ken as follows:
"The establishment of a Federal Department of Hcalth should meet

ha strong support. I cannot conceive of any department which could
)f greater value than one which cared foir the physical wellkbeing of
comunfity. It would, of course, have to, b. rightly administered.

.aigrants were eoming into the country anxd bringing with them dis-
LMental defeetives found their way from crowded cities of Europe
Canada and increased and multiplied as time went on because no

[oral department exiSted to aubject them, to a rigîd ins5pection.
"The epidemie of influenza, which had taken such a toli of Canadian

9, illustrated quite forcibly the need for a Federal Health De-
Lmaent. If, at the beginning of the eidemie, cases had been brought
lie attention of sueh an organîzation, preventive measue might have
1 aen innnediately, and many lives saved. Another field such a
mytment could enter upon with great advantage to the community
4that of quack medicine. There were now on the market madicines
crtised to cure ail the ills that man was heir to, and their makers
red upon the publie. It was time that these nostruma werc subjected
le tests o! Dominion laboratories before they were sold to, the publie.
Ebave been informed by the provincial health authorities that they
.zpressed their willingness to manufacture salvarsan, the remedy

mertain venereal diseases, in their laboratories, but when they applied
*distribution license it was refused by the Dominion Government.
iapplications, said Dr. Sheard, had evidently been opposed by those
wre interested in manufacturing quack remedies for the cure of


