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which supply the socreting surfaces with their blood, so that
inhalation of its diluted vapor makes the mucous surfaces with
which it comes in contact dry and painful. After a timo there is
what may be called a reaction, duc probably to the temporary
paralysis of the vessels, and then there follows a free exciction of
fluid, what the older writers would designate aflux or salivation,
attended with some degree of local insensibility.

Applicd directly, in the liquid form, to the body, and espec-
ially to a mucous surface, it acts as a dircet destructive of tissue,
not precisely as a vaustic, but as a substance which leads to
shrinking and slow death, with still more determinate local
insensibility.

In combination with other clements, as with potassium, its
direcet action is modified but not removed. Passing through the
tissues in a condition of fine distribution, and probably separating
from its ally, it exerts on the nervous matter its special sedativo
influence, eausing, i it bo carried far enough, itsdirect paral yzing
iafluence over the vessels which govern secretion, and leading to
a certain extent to decreased sensibility of the nerves which
govern common sensibility.

On the whole, bromine may De considered as a medicine
Wwhich acts primarily on the sympathetic or organic system of
nerves and as a modifier of vascular tension ; and this whether
it be applied locally and directly, or generally and indirectly—
i e. in combination.

Thus wo may rationally administer bromine with any other
substance with which it will enter into chemical form of eombina-
tion; we may trust to the development of its due independent
action without regard to the action of the substance with which
it may be combined, and we may be satisfied that it will not
materially interfere with the action of the .agent with which it
has been made to combine.

Broxie oF QUININE.—Bromide of quinine is formed by
subjecting the alkaloid quinia to hydrobromic acid, or Ly acting
on a'salt of the alkaloid with bromide of potassium. The bromide
of quinine is soluble, and mixed with a simple syrup, is ready
for administration as amedicine. I preferto employ it asa syrap
containing one grain of it in every fluid drachm. The dose of
this syrup is from onc to four fuid drachms,



