66 PRODUCTIVE WORK IN MEDICINE.

in various places instead of opportunity to see the work of
others.

In order to bring about such improvements, the preparation
of men whose aims shall always include contributing to medi-
cal knowledge, production nust begin at early pemods We
have witnessed the subsidence in value of the amphitheatrical
clinic and didactic leeture as teaching methods, the growing
importance of laboratory and other means of mstrugtlon to
small classes.® Nor is there anything new in the advocacy
of research methods in the undequdmtu work in medicine.7
There have always existed real teachers whose very presence
bespoke independence of thought and action unhampered by
routine, but they have been investigators and unfortunately
relatively few.

A great advance in this regard, the increased contact be-
tween stadents and men whose time is in large part devoted to
investigation, has been accomplished by the change in many
of the better medieal schools to a university basis of the teach-
ing in the fundamental branches, anatomy, biology, chemistry,
phyalology, pharmacology and pathology. Wit similar changes
in the clinical branches there swonld be incentive to productive
investigation throughout the medical course. The impossi-
bility of teaching medicine at present under such ideal advan-
tages is the chief reason for the failure to graduate men with
a firmly implanted research-habit.

Tt is not to be wondered at that men who have shown pro-
mise by completing investigations under capable leaders in
physiology or anatomy, for example, retmmn to ‘these fields after
graduation, or, entermg practice, become buried in the indus-
try of winning a large income.

The change from the laboratory atmosphere of these wni-
versity- t,m«rht fundamental studies to the clinic and small dis-
pensary classes as at present conducied in the last years of
undergraduate work is characterized by curious phenomena.
The transition is a startling one in the sudden presentation of
the living and the dead human body for study; to attain skill
in the reeognition of the many illnesses it iz liable to with
knowledge of their therapy is enthusiastically begun. Tt is
common fo hear expression of rclief that laborators and ex-
perimental work ave finished. More effectual. perbaps, than
all other influences tending to stifle whatever of value obtained
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