© MURPHY—STERILIZATION - OF 'CATGUT: -

; sublunate in pm ethe1 in wluch th U‘Ut,lS keph one ‘veeI\ to‘dmnfect :
g ‘To complete the proces=, Jand” ha\e ‘the  material in’ the most suitable’
“fluid; place the gut in a sterilized bottle with a acfew or other air twht
",:top Pour in ordinary alcohol to more than c0ve1 the gut: The alcohol
~should fill only half the bottle. Smnd tlwe Lottle in water whlch reaches’
-l;nem]y to the lower edﬂe of the screw top.” In 01de1 not to, take admnce ;
of bleal\mcr the bottle, smnd it on a folded tmve., placed in the bottom
of a vessel containing the water, which is heated to the boiling pomt B
: When the air is duven from the bottle by the bo:lmw a]cohol ﬁme‘
f‘do“n the top tightly. It takes a couple of minutes to dlne oft the air.-
‘Leave the sealed bottle in the water at the boiling point for hfteen ;
“ininutes. At the lapse of the time the botble is 1emoved allowed to cool, 8
"and then the gut is ready for use. There is no danger of an explosion”
";:wnh the top screwed down tightly. If one w1shes to chromicize the :
" gut, then after removing it from the bichloride- ether solution, - place it
.’m an alcoholic solution of pota.ssmm bichromate made as follows —Take- X
15 grs. of potassium bichromate, disolve it in an ounce or so of sterilized
water, add the chromate solution to a pint of ordinary alcohol (sterilized)
Leave the gut in this solution till it is a golden color (usually about 24
hours are sufficient), when it is removed and placed in a sterilized basin
and sun dried, which takes a couple of days or longer. The gut is then
placed in a sterilized bottle with an air tight top, aleohol is poured in to
more than cover the gut, and boiled as already described. The gut is
sun dried to get the same effect which is obtained in the process of
tanning hides. The bichromate of potash penetrates the tissues of the
gut and becomes so intimately associated with the fibrils that it is not




