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,Gieen-Gate-Ilill B3arrow, near Pickering. The following abstract of ibis commiuni-
cation is made from a copy transmitted by Mr. Davis to the Editor, and soma
portions of it will flot be without value in relation to our own Cainadian ethnologil-
cal investigations and dedaetionis. An observant. eye, he remarks, is able to dis-
crirnitiate between natives of thil d*ifferent provinces of the same country, there-

foea more comprehiensive investigation of the bones of the face and hcud will
lead to reliable conclusions respecting tbeir specifie fbrmsq. Ry extendcd observa-

tin y keeping close to the teachings of the physical phenoiinens, and by re-
garding the information to be deriveti from history, philology andi antiquities, more
as illustrative and accessory, we ma*v hope to obtaini more defliiite and conclusive
knowledge. In explanation of the uncertaînty in which the suhject is at present
involved, lie rernarks :-I. Ditta have been inadequatc, andi from this scarcity of
authentie data, observations have deen disconnecteti andi immature. 2. &tudy ha#
been too much, separatedfrom that of human akuIls in general. Taken up more as
au antiquarian than anatornieai or ethnologîcal inquiry. 3. Little attention ha& ôeen
paid to, discrimination of sexes and ages. Some aichoeologists of great learning
have entirely passed these over, yet the craniuîn undergeoe.- important modifications
in the course of glevelopment andi growth. not ceasing even in olti age. These
ebianges render it necessary to select examples from the i idile andi mature season
of life. Attention to sei is even of greater moment, as, if disregarded, errors ruiay
be indnceti extendig to an entîre class. The skuils of women scldom exhibit the
-normal and characteristic ethnie features nîark-edly, andi shiou!d be employeti
sparingly. 4. A, prolille source of error consists in overlooking the great diversities
of forn which present themeselves regular?/ in every family of the European races,
and assuming that we shall fiti the cranial character more stereotypeti as we as-

*edto primitive times. This assumption bas probably ied men of great distinc-
tion, upon siender evidence for the difference of antiquity of certain skulis, to re-
fer them to a succession of races. 6. More dtclnitc views that prevail on primoeval
aittiquities have dissipated certain preconceptions concerning cromlechs and
'kistvaens, and the rites to 'which they were destined; have provel that cremation,
and inhumation wcre pra~ctised contemporaneousiy froni the earliest periods; and
that the doctrine of the ages of Stone, Br-onze andi Iron), if not rec.iveti toïo exacty
anid cmployed too readily in solving difficuit problems, is iii the inain true. Pro-
bably until these ad;a9ces hiat been madie in archSology-, the study of ancient
crania could not have been profitably undertaken.

Pm-ci these impediments it must not be inferreti there are no fixed principles ini
the investigation. For,-l. Although iLmnst bc admittcd there is, considerable
d iversity of form amoagat the crania of even one people, extensiec obserration en-
ables us to perceive the gerterol charactcristic inarks8 which appertain to them. 2.
'Wliether the eng-in of the human race is reg-arded as one of the amcans, of nature
enshrouded in primoeval obscurity, wholly impenetrable, or not, we arc èonsrtrained
to admit that marked dissiimiliarities have cxisted fromt the most remote period.
3. Another, equally essential, is the laiv of permanence of cthaic forms; that the
charücters impres.:cd upon races are mlot transmutable, but constant, This law bas
been the subject of much controversy, but the facts, adduccd againat it appear tee
dubious, unimportant, andi few, to shake its stability; a stability uniform with that
observeti in ail the other divisions of nature, anti mot to be Quecessfully asailed by
tbè hypotheàis of developmcnt.

The best course to bc pursueti in the study of the ancient Britisli ekuli is te de-
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