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pensive and effeétive method of securing attention in a continuns and detinite
manner to the things along the school road ; thus utilizing what is generally a
monotonous tramp twièe a day, into trips of discovery.

The comments and criticisms of aur large and able phenological staff on
pages 77 Lo 85 will be read with interest by ail, and with profit by many, it is
hoped.

But the museura shauld be developed iii every sohool possible. Why should
flot ail the different kinds of rock and minerais found in. the school section be
sliown, labelled and arranged, in each -school 1 The specimens most easily pre-

served riit very well be shown. in every sehool. ln botany the bard fungi

growing on trees and aid wood could easily be kept on exhibition, aind namned by
the first one visiting able to naine them, if the teacher ean not do so,

ilere, it should be remnbered, that noa teacher is expected ta know every
thing the little boy picks up in the country. The most learned naturalist iii the
world will be found unable ta give the correct narne ta something in every Nova

Scatia sehool section. On tbe other liand anl ignoramus might learni the nanmes of
xnany things without knawing much mare about them.

The teacher and pupils should therefore be encouraged ta observe, study, and
gîve simple naines af their own ta every thing until they bappen ta discover the

correct, comman or scientific naine. Observe, note, nine, and find out all about
how the abject came ta be where it was found, what it is doing, and what the- end

will he. A persan can thus he a scientific authority hefore he knows the scientific

tangue.____

IXMINATION GOSSIP.

Sometimes it has been noticed that teachers as well as candidates allaw them-

selves ta, say serni-jocosely in explaining a failure at the exaininatian :"lThe ex-

aminer must have overlooked some question," Ilieo was probably suffering froni

indigestion, or lieat and marked iny paper law," etc.
Now it is very unsportsmanlike for either teacher or candidate ta attempt ta

excuse failore in such a way. To those wha know, it is at the saine time a confes-

8ion of failure, anl exhibition of ignorance of the charaater of the examination and

the examiners, and the revelation of a mean spirit likely ta act in the manner

ilnagined. Teachers would do well, therefore, ta caution pupils who have a ten-
dency ta talk in such a manner ; first, for their awn sakes; second, for the sake of

People wlio do flot know botter, and wha may think that as Ilthe whole world is
rotten " it is fia matter haxv they themselves may be; and lastly, because it is

Xln)portant that People sliould believe that those in authority are true, carefully

han est and capable, when they are so.
The examination qetosaeawr ficeil ae aineadtm
to thse wo ha eyeer realized what their preparation. from year ta year xrieains

'oequestions moedifflcult than desirable, and others more easy than desirabe
are sure ta be found by different candidates and by their teachers. But then, no
One is required ta make a perfect paper for a pass. The techoical Il pass " line is

Piit down very law-down ta fifty per cent. Th~is provides for bluniders in the
8etting of the questions, in the printing of the papers, in the reading Of the candi-
date, for a large peicentage of slips, for much lack of knowledge, an(I for the state
of health of the candidate- If he lias a passable knowledge of the subjeet, lie hes
tirne enougli and cliances enougli ta show it.

But if the candidate is one point toa low, sorn2e think, hie sliould lie examined
again ta see if he could not beo passed. If tîmat is a good principle, it is equally
go0d ta re-examine the paper 'when it is aniy one point above, in ordor ta see
whether lie should flot fail.


