
GO0 On Bap)tisïï.

It is comm-on to talk of ail that exisred before tlierconîing of Christ Qs
being parn'al, and of the gospel dispensation as being alune spiritual.
Such language is correct if the coritrâtis be betireon -the ceremonial insti'
tutions of Moses? and the christian dispensation ; but is incorrect, if it be
between the covènant made with Abrahama and the new ceconomy fi rthese
canne: bc properly contrasted. A thing cannot be contrasted iw.21
with itself. TÙhe oe is the béginning, the other is the completing of the
same systeta, and the one, se Ihr a« it goes. is as truly spiritual us the
other.

lVhat bas now been stated will solve the question; 'liat infants are te,
be baptized 2-.'The infants of such as are members of the visible
church.-." The promise made te Abraham was te hîmself and bis seed.
l3elievers are the children of Abrahiam, and therefora the promise is le
thet and to their seed. It lias already been stated that baptista is a c'nurch
ordinance, and therefore a parent must be in thie churcli, by making a
publie profession of his faith, aud by coriforming te the institutions of
Christ, before bis childreu can lie tlie subjects of this scriptural ordinance.
If then, the parent is not birasaif aad for hiaiself a believer in God's
promise, ha cannot take hold of the Covenrmt for himaself andj' sffl 1 less
for bis offspring. For suchi a person.to offer bis child for baptisai is to
perform, no:, an act of faith whlereby hie glorifies GOd, but an act of
superstition or impiety in wliich there is no bc]ievingr wership.

When, therefore, a christian parent, acting in linowledge and faith, de-
-votes bis child to God in baptism, lie Isys hold on the covenant ini whîch
God promises te lie a God te liai and bis seed ; lie believes God's word;
and cùiais an interest for bimself and bis dhild in those blessings wbich
it promises. If lie do neot ibis, ha doas nothing.

But parents are still"far!lier concerned in the baptisai of their chidren,
in as niuch as a naw relationship is formed betwcen thera by this ordi-
nance. Antecedeat te baptisai the parent end child are connccted by that
universal law wbich binds ail creatures to their parents; a relationshi>
which lie shares with the beasts of the field, an?. which v<nu accouat for
rlmost a3.l tho manifestations of feeling w'hich lie mahtes towards lis off-
spring. But the case is altogether diffarent whlen lia bas p]aced his child.
by a solemnai ct of God's appointing, under -the co'venant of promise.
The chuld bas how been given te God, and the parent is the guide and the
guardian of.one declared te belong to the flimily of God.

Ont of this relationship may be deducefi the duty of a Christian parent
te bis baptized children. Ha mast regard theni as de'roted te tGod ; bù
maust malte them. acquaiated w'ith the character zsud the wi. of their heav-
enly Paier; ho must ofleu talk te them of Hlia, and talk of Hit ini
sucli a way as may be best fitied te induce theta te lovre Bim av~d obey
Hima; ha mut: accustota theta te do those thingca which aire plezising to
God; lie niat usetail bis inîluence raid ail bis authority te pievant their
acquiring sinful habits, ;and lie nast, as having a dcep]y responsible


