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in the great citics of the Kast. The attractive spots, to the divine eye,
were those which were crowded with the densest masses of human
beings. ™ ¥

Now if centralization was so vast a power for good or evil in Paul’s
day, it iseven more so in our day. for reasons that will readily suggest
themselves to thereader.  If eities have been the strongholds of Satan
in the past. so that God has swept them with the besom of IHis wrath, as
with Sodom, Gomorrah, Babylon and J erusalem, because there was no
other way to maintain Ifis religion on earth, they are fast becoming
satanic strongholds at the present time, blighting and cwsing the
carth with their pestiferous influence.

4. The policy of the churelh of modern tinses contravenes
bothe the letier and the spivit of Ter Master's example and part-
ing iustructions. The divine poliey involved in the memorable
words, BEGINNING AT JERUSALEY, is practically disregarded. Our
great centers of life and power have been left to take care of them-
selves, after being drainad of all available means to help others.  The
chureh has been more anxious to plant and foster feeble churches in
sparsely settled rural districts, and in fur-off heathendom, than to do it
amidst the teeming populations of our cities.  Z7iere is more spirit-
ual destidution prevaient to-day among a miillion of the dwellers
in New York and Brooklyn ihaw exists among « dozen whole
States and Zerritories af the Test! And what is being done for
this million of degraded su ners, who are onr neighbors, in the way of
providing churches, or of evangelizing efforts? Nothing—or next to
nothing.  There aresingle wardsin the cities whose population exceeds
that of whole states, in which there is searcely a Protestant chureh or
even mission chapel, or evangelizing ageney of any kind.  If such a
state of things existed owet of {he cily amywhere, the chureh would
put on sackeloth, and the land ring with appeals.  New York City,
below 14th street, and the outlying wards of Brooklyn, into which a
mighty tide of souls is pouring. present as dark an outlook for the
[nture as many parts of heathendom itself.

And still the ministry here, and the church at large, for the most
part, sleep over the voleano which is smoldering under ns—over “ {he
fermenting vat which les hidand simmering ™ with the worsé clements
of socicty. It is casier to-day to plant a dozen new churches in districks
or hamlets never heard of. or in India or China or Africa, than to
plant and nourish into vigorous life one in cither of these citics. We
wrile from a painful knowledge of this subject. and on the Lasis of
well-established facts. Fory vears ago, when Brooklyn had just begun
its rapid growth, the writer, with a few brethren, made a vigorous ﬁ_i,_rht
in the Preshytery of Brooklyn for a plan of church extension and
evangelization. the fundamental prineiple of which was, beginning
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