
THE 13ARRISTER. 6

undertake, as lie did, the largeat equity
practice in Upper Canada. fis part-
nerships were nurnerous. After the
dissolution of the firin of Mowat &
'Vankoughnet, hoe formed. a partner-
ship under the style of Mowat, Ewart,
& fielliwell, withi Mr. John Ewart and
Mr. Johin Helliwell. Next, we flnd
him as head of the firrn of M owat,
IRoaf & Davis. For a tiine after the
dissolution of this firru, lie practised
alone, and then entered into partner-
slip with 31r. James Maclennan. fis
business followed hinm from firm to
flrrn> showincg that it was to Sir
Oliver tlîat the business camne and not
to the firin, Many of the cases lie
argued, reported lu Grant's reports are
to-day living authorities on topice of
Equity-jurisprudonice. In 1856, lie
put on silk as Queen's Couinsel, and
in the followin)g year miade his first
essay lu polities, contesting South On-
tario. Sir Oliver ivasq elected, and
took bis seat in 1858. «Until his ele-
vation to the Bencli, in 1864, hoe engagýy-
ed actively in politics, but neyer ne-
glected lus practice. Hie ws Provincial
Secretary ln the four-day Brown-
Dorion cabinet wvhielh preceded the
famous double sîxuffle. In 1863, hie
-was Postinaster-General in the Sand-

field Macdonald-Dorion Adiniistra-
tion, and still iheld this portfolio wlien,
upon Vice-Chancellor Esten's death,
hie became Vice-Chancellor.

Fior eiglit years Sir Olivcr vas Vice-
Chancellor. Ris appointment wvas
grateful, both to the public and the
bar. As a judge Sir Oliver's notable
cliaracteristie was his fairinindedness.
fis reported decisions are clear and
logical, and have always been hield of
luigli authority in our courts. The
education of a lawyer 18 not favorable
to breadth of view, but -%vith Sir
Oliver', bis natural fairmindedness
saved Miun fromn narrowness. Hie -%vas
an ideal Equity Judge-learned in
the jurisprudence, skilled in its techi-
nique, familiar Nvith precedent, but
withal inaster of his reason. fie inight
not alway.9 be able, as judge, to deny
a decree to a dishionest suitor, but lie
was a diflicult judge to apply to
under such circumnstances. He re-
signed the bondh to re-enter publie
life in 1872e with the faine of an up-
righit judge. Since then Sir Oliver's
career as law reformer and as adinlu-
istrator of a great province is known
to ah. He lias left bis mark upon our
institutions.
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