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racc as the>. Luckily she is flot allowed much
latitude of înischief-making, and is properly
chaffed by lIur woitby spouse, who dubs him-
self' baron uf thisties and lord of screech-owls,'
though ail the wvhitc a little elated in secret
over his acquisition.

Thun vc liae thcir son Henri, a man who
could iout be produc.cd under any other style
or rnethod of bririging ujp, than that of the
French. lie bas committed fu::ies while
studying at Paris, flot on account of any ex-
ccss of passion or einution in his nature, but
because it ib the fablhion to do so. Returning
home to sec his old love Miette, tn, %vhom hie
has been liaif bet&îrodL.d for years, without
seeing lier %vhile hie was away, lie is much agi-
tated -at what? Lest hie should 'find hier no
longcr as charming as she had appeared at
eighteen.' We rejoice tu say that this in-
sufferable young prig is properly served out,
for hie finds her more beautiful than ever, but
flot nearly se kind, and hie is moreover
plunged intu pangs of jealouby over a myste-
nous person %Yho is councealed in Miette's
house. Nowv Miette is an orphan, and lives
alone on bier own pioperty, bier brotherjacques
being asvay at k/s property of Champgousse.
Ilow then can a àtranger be in the bouse
%without àuc-h a bhock to, thc moral perceptions
of this exticmely proper young lady as could
neyer bc endured with safety? This is the
pioblem of which master Henri chews the
cud, and arriveb at no conclusion. MXiette is
descrjbed as ' calm, pure, decided, and sincere,
the personification of integrity, goodness, and
courage;' and our general impression of lier at
the end of the book is,that though we can't find
fault svith, a single thing she has done, said, or
thougbt, we sbould bave loved lier much more
if she had flot been quite 50 angelic and
proper. She is admirably adapted for the
cool and sagacious Henri, and their reconcili-
ation in tbe last chapter, when hie puts on a
wvhite apron and helps hier cook the dinner on
a sudden enmergency ('hec, se aristocratic! as
his mother exclaims, in dire alarm on hearing
of it) is prophetic of a lonag humdrum provin-
cial life, full of prosaic respectability, and
capable of instilling the extract of a!l the
(French) virtues into the next generation.

Jacques is a pleasanter study. He is more
of an animal, but withal more lovable than the
calculating Henri. Although flot thirty, 'hie
was growing very stout, his compl*exion once as
fair as a girl's, had taken a purplish lustre in
contrast with bis silver blonde hair. He /kad
one of th ose faces/bhat on:e sees a/ar r»j. Hen ri
5aid of him, and in Henyi's mouth the expres-
sion depicts botb tbe describer and tbe person
he descnibes, 'He is a buffoon, stili young and
goo.d.' The author portrays Jacques and his
lady-love with great power, but as the mystery

of the tale centres round themn it would be un-
fair to tell it in adN ance. If the reader is in-
terested, let bim consult M. Cbantabel, who
will unravel the whole secret to him ;for with
the slightly overdrawn c]everness of t!., stage-
dçtective, hie contrives to make biniself the
master of every one's hidden dlue of action.

Two very unipleasant persons complete the
list of actons. The Countess de Nives, M.
Chantabel's last client, is a peculiarly objec-
tionable woman, of really villianous character,
At the grand dinner, cooked by Miette, when
aIl the family arc gathered after the dén:oue-
ment, the author contrives to, find means,
even in the mode of their eating, to delineate
their varying traits of disposition. Mde de
Nives, with bier extreme thinnesss and her
pock-marked complexion, bas the robust ap-
petite of avairkious persons who dine at other
people's expense. The great Jacques swal-
lows everything cbeerfully, with a sincere
and hearty flow of spirits ; but thîs angular
person, with hier closed mouth and bandsome,
straight nose, too flat unde rneatb, appeared to
be carefully storing a supply of provisions in
hier stonîacb, as certain animais do in their
nests at the approach of winter.

Several annoying slips in grammar occur
in the translation, but not enough to disfigure
the wverk, wlsich is a very pleasing and power-
ful specimen of the style of the author, who,
next to George Elliot, bas done most to re-
deein the modern novel from deca3ing along
with the modern draina.
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fERRATUM--Page 636, first colunan, last two lines of footaotes.-Strike out 'A.D. 47o' and insert
« A. D. 740'1 instead.

664


